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Great-Britain to Africa. 
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| commerce ſhe is indebted for her preſent greatneſs, 

it's ſupport and preſervation. The very land of England de- 
pends upon the ſea; to commerce we owe the encreaſe of our 
national treaſure, the breed and excellency and plentiful ſup- 
ply of ſeamen; the ſecurity of our public credit; the 
regular payment of the funded intereſt, and in ſhort, every 
advantage which can excite a ſpirit of induſtry to acquire the 
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"HOEVER is thoroughly acquainted with the true in- 
tereſt of Great Britain, muſt know, that to her foreign | 


| 


388 of life, and n 
ſeſſors, a bravery of ſoul to protect and defend that country, 

from which they derive a ſolid property in ſo many valuable 
| acquiſitions. 

It muſt therefore be an undeniable maxim, that we ure 
bound in prudence and duty to encreaſe this "commerce to 
to the utmoſt, eſpecially between the mother country and 
6 her colonies, ſince thereby many mutual advantages will 
ariſe to both; and it is equally clear, that it is our intereſt to 
reſtrain the bad of France, our natural enemy, as much as 
| we poſſibly can; actively, by preventing their encroach- 
ments; paſſively, by encouraging and enabling our own 
| merchants to rival and oppoſe, if not exceed them at foreign 
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markets. r 
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| T be IMPORTANCE of the TRADE from GREAT BRITAIN 
| to AFRICA. 
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) F the benefits of foreign commerce are ſo great, ad 10 
| eſſentially neceſſary to the ſupport of Great Britain and 
her Colonies, and the improvements therein ſo reſtrictive of 
our enemies power, if diſpoſed, to hurt us, how vaſt is the 
importance of our trade to Africa, which is the firſt princi- 

ple and foundation of all the reſt ; the main ſpring of the 
machine, which ſets every wheel in motion : a trade which 
ariſes almoſt entirely from ourſelves, our exports being 


chiefly 


5 
chiefly our own manufactures, or ſuch as are purchaſed with | 
them; and the returns gold, ivory, wax, dyeing woods and | 
negroes : the four firſt articles of home conſumption, or ma- 
nufactured for exporting; ;_ the laſt affording a moſt prodi- | 
gious employment to our people, both by ſea and land: | 
without whom our plantations could not be improved or | 
carried on, nor ſhould we have any ſhipping paſſing between | 
the colonies, and mother country; whereas by their la- | 
bours our ſugars, tobacco, and numberleſs other articles are 
raiſed, which employ an incredible. number of ſhips, and 
theſe ſhips i in their turn muſt employ: a much greater num-| 
ber of handicraft trades at home; and the merchandizes they 
bring home and carry out, pay ſuch conſiderable ſums to 
government, that of them conſiſt the moſt flouriſhing 
branches of the revenue; ſo that both for exports and im- 
ports, the improvement "af our national, revenue, the en- 
couragement of induſtry at home, the ſupply of our co] 
lonies abroad, and the increaſe of our navigation ; the Af 
rican trade is ſo very beneficial to Great Britain, ſo efſer 
tially neceſſary to the very being of her colonies, that with 
out it neither could we flouriſh, nor they long ſubſiſt. 

There is alſo one very peculiar advantage in this trade | 
which is this; we need never fear that Africa will rival us, f ] 
it produces no one commodity ſimilar to the productions g 
Great Britain, and conſequently ſhould any colonies be eſta 
bliſhed there, they can never through any oppolition of i 
tereſts be under the neceſſity, or have the leaſt deſire 
throw off their ſubordination to their mother country. 
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in this trade great improvements might be introduced, 


were we properly to attend to, and encourage them. Con- 
ſider the vaſt continent of Africa, the extent of coaſt within 
the limits of our trade by act of parliament, (from Port Sallee 
| in Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, both incluſive) an 
| extent of near three thouſand leagues, moſt advantageouſly 


| Gruzted for commerce, the inland parts rich in gold, 


| and other very valuable commodities beyond deſcription, 


C 
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watered with innumerable rivers navigable for many leagues 


up the country, the ſoil amazingly fruitful, and the people 


/ numerous. From à concurrence of ſuch circumſtances 
| what advantages may not be expected! ? The French were 


| fully ſenſible of this, and in the year 1701 preſented a me- 


morial to their government wherein they alledge, © their Weſt 
India Iſlands cannot ſubſiſt, unleſs due encouragement 
e is given to the African trade;“ in conſequence of which 


they had many privileges granted them then, and a few 


ears ago, the bounties and exemptions allowed to them for 


hat trade were eſtimated very little ſhort of 4.5,000l. an- 
wally. If France has deemed this trade of ſuch importance 


| o her, it muſt be of much greater to us, who may be ſaid 
0 ſubſiſt only as a maritime power. In the name then of 
he Britiſh merchants trading to Africa, in the name of our 
|:ountry and colonies, let me humbly addreſs the government 


o make this trade more the object of their 3 : 
| vhich i in it's preſent ſtate is productive of ſo many * ad- 


1 | vantages, 


| *For the number of ſhips employed and other particulars, the Appendix is 
| ferred to, that the thread of the argument may not be broken by inſerting them 
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vantages, and is capable of great improvement, both by re- 
moving thoſe difficulties, under which it at preſent labours, 
and by carrying into execution many plans that might be 
ſuggeſted. In what light then but in that of enemies to 
their country can we look on thoſe, who, under the ſpecious 
plea of eſtabliſhing univerſal freedom, endeavour to ſtrike at 
the root of this trade, the foundation of our commerce, the 
ſupport of aur colonies, the life of our navigation, and firſt 
cauſe of our national induſtry and riches ? What vain pre- 
rence of liberty ꝰ can infatuate people to run into ſo much 
licentiouſneſs, as to aſſert a trade is unlawful, which cuſtom 
immemorial, and various acts of parliament have ratified and 
given a ſanction to ? Could they ſupport their enthuſiaſtic | 
arguments from ſcripture, antient uſage, or the laws' of the 
land, the African trade would' ſoon be effeQually ruined, for 
at preſent the richeſt adventurers in it are ſuch men, as would 
ſcorn to be engaged in any purſuit, but what the laws of God 


and man would fully ſanctify; and were this trade contrary 
| 7? "2: 


in this part of the work; and indeed this being only a brief ſtate of facts, (all 
which are or can be proved) and the Appendix containing moſt of thoſe proofs, 
that will probably be the longeſt of the two. _— See letter (A) in the Appendix. 

* One of the French kings, through a ſort of vanity peculiar to that nation, iſue | 
an edi, that throughout his realm the Franks, as free by name; ſhould'be all de- 
clared freemen: yet the king of France remains a moſt deſpotic monarch, and: | 
his people the worſt of ſlaves; and the. legality of foreign. ſlavery is admitted. 
there, for by a law. in France, no African ſlave can be imported without a ſe- 
curity of his being ſent back again in two or three years at fartheſt. The laſt. | 
ſtep we ſhould be wiſe enough to follow : the firſt our "OTIS OE can never 


take, as it implies a manifeſt abſurdity. 
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| to thoſe laws, were it even cruel or inframan, near a miffion 
| of money might be withdrawn from it in à ſhort time; and a 
ſtagnation of caſh at Home, and utter ruin in our colonies 
abroad muſt inevitably enfue. 3 
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3 De Leary of the AFRICAN TRADE. 
| oY N this head. I ſhall leave declamation to my opponents, 
w hoſe cauſe requires. the florid force of oratory for one 
plain reaſon — becauſe it has no truth to ſupport it. ; They have 
indeed the ſpecious, and I the invidious fide of the queſtion: : 
they attack the tender feelings of miſinformed humanity; 3 i 
appeal to ſtrict juſtice, ariſing from cuſtom immemorial and 
politive laws: it were enough for me, were 1 totally to drop 
the conſideration of jaſtice, and apply to the law only as it 
now ſtands, but T.diſclaim the one without the other, and to 
prove that neither have as yet aboliſhed the idea of ſlavery, 
or eſtabliſhed that of univerſal freedom, in a ſummary way 
0 * T ſhall barely ſtate plain facts and argue from them. 


oy The earlieſt ages had. their“ ſlaves, both taken, in war and 
0 purchaſed with money, and it has been the univerſal practice 
? of not only every. barbarous but every civilized nation. By 
the law of Moſes the Ifraclites might purchaſe ſlaves from 
| (the heathens, and even their own people might become ſlaves 
1 to 
| For a. more ample diſcuſſion. of this, ſee the Appendix letter B. where Mer- 
cator's letters, and obſervations on them are inſerted, as they would take up too 


þ much room here. 4 
| 


to their brethren. The Gibeonites who gained a pro- 
miſe of peace, and obtained a league by craft from the 

princes of the congregation, were yet conſigned to perpetual 

ſlavery, and made © hewers of wood, and drawers of water 

«unto all the congregation,” in which ſtate they continued 

until the total deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 

Jeſus Chriſt, the ſaviour of mankind and founder of our 
9 left the moral laws and civil rights of mankind on 
their old foundations: his kingdom was not of this world, 
nor did he interfere with national laws: he did not repeal 
that of ſlaves, nor aſſert an univerſal freedom, except from 
ſin: with him bond or free were accepted, if they behaved 
righteouſly. In the year of Chriſt 692, the laws of ſlaves 
were ſettled on the foundation of the holy ſcriptures by Ina, 
king of the Weſt Saxons, from which people's rights we 
now claim, and enjoy ſeveral privileges, as Gavelkind in 
Kent, &c. confirmed by William the Conqueror. Mahomet, 
the falſe prophet, and eſtabliſher of as falſe a religion, was 
the firſt who enfranchiſed ſlaves with a political view of 
drawing them over to his party. From the earlieſt accounts 
of our own country, there were ſlaves here; from the time 
of the Druids, who, according to the cuſtoms of the ancient 
Gauls, ſometimes ſacrificed them to their God Woden, to 
the landing of the Romans, who are ſaid to have worn out 
the“ hands and bodies of the Britons, with clearing the 
woods and embanking the marſhes : then again under the 

*C Saxon 
© Bee Cambden's Britannia, and Brown's poſthumous works, | 
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Saxon ſeudal tenures, which were of the ſevereſt kind, | 
| to the time of William the Conqueror, who introduced the. 
Norman feudal ſyſtem, which was of a milder nature; as, 
i from a century before that time to the year 1318, charters 
| granted to ſettlers in cities, and power created by wealth 
gained by commerce, tended to bring mankind to a nearer 
i equality; but ſtill there was no formal interpoſition of the 
| legiſlature to prohibit perſonal ſervitude 3 and both at, 
and ever fince that time, even Engliſh ſubjects by their 
feudal tenures were ſtill ſlaves by the laws of England, till 
12 Car. II. c. 24: which ſhews that the laws concerning 
free Britiſh ſubjects did not conſider even our native ſaves 
| 14 their object: and if they did not, it follows of courſe, 
that no laws, either before or ſince that time, can conſider 
| un ſaves as their object; becauſe as they are not ex- 
preſly named in any part of our ſtatute laws, any more 
than our own native {laves were in thoſe laws, which con- 
cerned the free Britiſh ſubjects, they therefore ſurely cannot 
1 claim being included; as, in that caſe, they would enjoy 
li rights ſuperior to thoſe of any natural born Britiſh ſubject. 
i, There does not at preſent, in any one country of the 
world, exiſt a law that aboliſhes ſlavery, or declares 
i the neceſſity of univerſal freedom: and in our own coun- 
. try, which we boaſt to be the ſeat of freedom, two of the 
\ greateſt lawyers we have had, gave their opinion, that 
e ſlaves do not in the leaſt alter their ſituation or tate, 
« either by being chriſtencd, or coming into England,” 
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dee Robertſon's Progreſs of Society, Hume, &c. 
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9 
I The very laſt African act veſts the property of fort- ne- 
groes in the king, and the laſt but one encourages his ſub- 
jects in general to purchaſe them. If therefore there is 

faith in a Britiſh act of parliament, this trade muſt be legal; 
though to quiet weak minds, and ſilence the licentious noiſy 
declaimers about liberty, which they do not underſtand, who 
ſuppoſe it can ſubſiſt without a ſecurity of“ property, it 
may be expedient, that government ſhould poſitively declare 
the laws, which are to take place with reſpect to ſlaves for 
the future; and ſhould lay them down in ſuch plain terms, 
that it may not be poſſible to miſtake them: and if the 
African trade is in reality ſo contrary to law and humanity as 
ſome have ſet forth, let it be demoliſhed at once by an a& of 
the legiſlature, for it certainly is more eligible to be torn to 
pieces by a lion, than gnawed to death by vermin. But could 
ſuch conduct be deemed judicious, or even defenſible, when 
religion with its attendant juſtice, when the law as it now 
ſtands evidently ſpeak for the ſlave trade, and when even hu 
manity pleads as ſtrongly in favour of it ; for it is a well 
known fact, that if the ſlaves which the Africans bring to 
market are ſo old or blemiſhed, that they cannot get what 
they think a ſufficient price for them, they will cut their 
throats before the faces of the Europeans. How happy then 
is the flave who is reſeued, and how juſtifiable he who 
reſcues him, from a maſter where he has no property, and 
even his life is not ſecure, in order to his being transferred 
bot 0) DB eros 2 

* For Argamens proving negroes abſolute 1 letter 0 in 
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n 
to one, who cannot invade either with impunity I Beſides 
| theſe ſlaves are generally (perhaps ninety-nine out of one. 
| hundred) convicted felons, whoſe /ives are forfeited to the 
|; laws of their country, though their puniſhment is commuted 
into ſavery. This has been denied on the ſuppoſition 
that Africa could not have ſo many felons yearly, as there. 
are ſlaves fold to the Europeans. To elucidate this, conſt- 
der that Great Britain has above two thouſand felons con- 
| victed yearly ; Africa does not fell near two hundred thou- 
| fand ſlaves yearly ; that would be but in the proportion of 
one hundred to one; and Africa is not only one hundred, 
j but perhaps one thouſand times larger and more populous 
0 than Great Britain: no wonder then, if from thence there 
1 ſhould be ſhipped yearly two hundred thouſand convicts. 
x Theſe are juſt ſo many lives ſaved and rendered uſeful to 
1 the community, which advantages would be totally loſt 
[ were the ſlave trade univerſally given up; for as the Afri- 
i cans are naturally thieves, though ſlavery is the certain 
puniſhment on conviction, our breaking up the flave 
trade might indeed alter that puniſhment to that of 
death, but would not reform them. Shall we then deftroy 
i the chief ſource of our national induſtry and riches, by eſta- 
F |; Dliſhing univerſal freedom on their behalf, who have forfeited 
It ebeir claim to it, and are in law not even entitled to life? God 
| I borbidd that any enthuſiaſtic rant ſhould ſo far deprive us of 
bur ſenſes, as to drive us to take ſuch a deſperate and un- 
| | neceſſary ſtep: a ſtep ſo unavailing to thoſe, for whoſe be- 
| | nefit it ſhould ſeem to be calculated ; for were England to 
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drop the African trade — France and Spain would as 
directly avail themſelves of it, and the poor Africans remain 
ſtill in bondage under much ſeverer raſkmaſters. | 

Mr. * Benezet, of North America, who wiſhes the Weſt 
India iſlands ſunk in the ſea, rather than we ſhould carry on- 
the ſlave trade for their ſervice, may poſſibly have the ſame 
kindneſs and good will to Great Britain, and may ſincerely 
long to ſee the ſeat of empire travel weſtward, and the do- 
minion of the ſaints eſtabliſhed: in Boſton :- and yet, their 
practice ill agrees with their preaching, for though they pre- 
tend to wiſh we would not trade to Africa, their trade there 
for ſlaves is daily increaſing ;. and for one negro in North: 
America ten years ago, there are now five Hundred, of which 
they are chiefly the importers, and. their number of — ir 
that trade daily encreaſes. 

We muſt therefore watch all the attempts of our rivals in 
trade, and prevent their undermining us, by maintaining our 
Juſt and legal privileges, and deſpiſing the idle clamor of de- 
ſigning or intereſted men. In the laſt of theſe lights, perhaps, 
we may look upon An argument in the cafe of James 
Sommerſet, a negro, endeavouring to prove the unlawfulneſs 
ef ſlavery in England. By Mr. Hargrave: counſellor for the 
negro in that cauſe.” This I have read with attention, and 
find Mr. Hargrave has done his duty by ſaying all he could 
for his client, endeavouring to non but not proving the un- 

lawfulneſs 


For a farther account of, and confiderations on that work See the Appendix 
letter (D.) 


—_—_— 14 1 
| "lawfulneſs of ſlavery in England, and artfully evading the caſe 
in point, becauſe he muſt be ſenſible it would make againſt 
him. The ſtrength of his argument, or rather the aim of 
it, for ſtrength it has none, lies in a bold aſſertion, that all 
| flavery has ceaſed, and that this is a new flavery againſt law, 
which by the Africans being adjudged ſlaves here will creep 
iato our conſtitution, and introduce domeſtic ſlavery. ' His 
| whole book may be anſwered briefly thus Acts of parliament 
have confirmed my legal right to trade for African {laves 
abroad, and other acts have confirmed my legal right to bring 
into England, and carry out again unmoleſted all articles 
; purchaſed in trade.---Mr. Hargrave may talk and write round 
about the queſtion, but can never meet that ſingle argu- 
1 ment in the face. A few extracts with brief remarks on 
k them will ſhew him, I have paid due attention to him. 
1 * P. 21. It muſt be confeſſed the practice is ancient, and has 
been almoſt univerſal.” This is true.“ P. 24. It is ſaid 
1 to have begun in the year 1508.“ Here he has been miſ- 
| informed; letter (8) in the appendix gives the true hiſtory. 
| it P. 26. As the Engliſh law has no proviſions to regulate 
any other ſlavery than villenage, none but that can be law- 
full.“ This is a falſe concluſion ; for can any thing be 
0 unlawful, againſt which there is no law ? therefore this 
ii and all his other arguments from the villenage laws, are 
not to the caſe in point; and here is his fort, for he owns, 
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[vl P. 46. Other arguments I confeſs are leſs powerful, being 
i merely preſumptive. 0 P. 58. The law takes no notice 


1 


of a negro. It does: it allows me to deal in that mer- 


chandiſe, and freely to import and export a// merchandiſe. 


If the law ſays nothing, ſhall the lawyer's word deprive me 
of real property? Domeſtic ſlavery and African ſlavery can 


by no implication be blended, ſo as that the ſame argu- 
ment can poſſibly affect both. Here the counſellor pleads 
for his client, and endeavours to miſlead the court in his be- 


half CP. 67. ſlavery of negroes in England is unne- 


ceflary.” True, and their coming here improper. I want 
to carry them back, but Mr. Hargrave will not permit it. 
« P, 61. inconveniences will attend the ſlave trade being 
deemed lawful.” Worſe inconveniences, nayfataleonſequences, 
would attend its being declared illegal by any real power, ſuch 
as that of the legiflature.---* P. 70. In Scotland domeſtic 
flavery is unknown, except coal-hewers and falt-makers,. who 
are compellable to ſerve for life: that is, all are free 
except thoſe who are not free. P. 72. Slaves are free on 


coming to France.” They are not, they muſt be ſent back 


from whence they came, as indeed he confeſſes, P. 74. 
maſters acting as directed by government may ſend them 


back, otherwiſe they loſe their property in them. Engliſly. 
merchants will obey government when ever they know its 


commands, and be content to loſe their property. if they 
do. not take proper care of it.“ P. 75. How can it be 


unjuſt to diveſt the maſter's property in a ſlave, when 


carried into a country where for the wiſeſt and moſt humane 


reaſons ſuch property is known to be prohibited?” Very 


right, but it is not ſo known here, nor ever ſo declared by 
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any real authority. P. 76. Preſuming a contract would 
be a modification, but the liberty muſt be abſolute. The 
1 | acts of parliament for the encouragement of the African 
| flave trade ſuperſede the neceſſity of a contract.——C P. 77. 
Modification is moſt oppreſſive by removing a negro to a 
place where ſlavery will again attach upon him with all 
its original ſeverity. P. 80. Negroes though under contract 
cannot be ſent out of the kingdom, yet Engliſhmen agree- 
ing to go beyond ſea are compellable thereto.” I con- 
gratulate the Africans on the ſuperiority here planned out 
for them, but the free-born Briton will tell Mr. Hargrave 
and the Africans, that neither can they enjoy, nor he be- 
ſftow ſo unaccountable a privilege; that foreign ſlavery 
.cannot introduce domeſtic, nor the Britons catch. it - from 
the Africans, as if it was a contagious diſorder : Mr. 
Hargrave has proved too much in one ſenſe, and too little 
in that which was eſſentially neceſſary to his cauſe ; for 
he has miſtaken his point and ſnapped the ſtring of his argu- 
ment by overſtraining it in endeavouring to prove the unlaw- 
fulneſs of what is ratified by acts of parliament, by ancient 
uſage, by religion, by juſtice, and by true humanity. Go- 
vernment will undoubtedly ftill ſupport itſelf and its com- 
merce by a timely act of parliament, and a ſteady reſolution 
do adhere to it; and not let ſlip the advantages flowing 
5 1 from ſo extenſive a trade, and ſuch an immenſe length of 
it | coaſt, of which I will now give a ſhort deſcription, that we 
'Þ& u Lore fully underſtand any ſubſequent remarks upon it. 
| ,- CH A P. 
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4 bief DescaieTION of the AFRICAN COAST, 0 th 
Limits of our TRADE. | 


\HE extent of that part of the African Coaſt, to 
which all ſubjects of Great Britain are free to trade, 
reaches from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good 
Hope, both incluſive: that is, from about the thirty- 
ſixth degree of north latitude to the thirty- fourth degree 
of ſouth latitude, including the long coaſt that runs call 


_ welt. 
From Port Sallee to this Blancho being about fix 


er leagues of coaſt and within the limits of our 
African trade, it ſeemed ſtrange there ſhould be no harbour; 
yet ſuch was its character, till captain Glaſs found one, 
and was aſſiſted by a merchant in obtaining a grant of an 
excluſive trade ; and having a ſhip of two hundred and 
fifty tons fitted out at a great expence, with which he 
entered the port in about 314 degrees of north latitude, he 
procured from the natives a ceſſion of it to the crown of 
England, which is now at the board of trade, with an 
exact plan of the harbour, named by him Port Hillſborough. 
He was there in the year 1764, and went from thence 
with ſome goods unſaleable there to one of the Canary 
iſlands, where he was ſeized and impriſoned by the Spaniards 
for twelve months, notwithſtanding ſome ſpirited remon- 
ſtrances ſent from England to Spain. His people in the 

| *D 3 mean 
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mean time traded“ with the natives; but whether from 
|| their treachery, or their own want of conduct, were attacked 
by them, ſeveral murdered and a few eſcaped. in the long- 
boat, who deſcribed the country to be healthy, the cattle 
good and plenty, and that they were conſtantly ſupplied 
with freſh meat. The merchant, who fitted out captain 
Glaſs, finding himſelf not ſo ſtrongly ſupported as he ex- 
pected againſt the Spaniards, and diſcouraged by captain 
Glaſs's tragical death on the Iriſh coaſt, dropped all further 
purſuits of that trade. 

Another captain made a very ſucceſsful voyage to the 
Rio del Oro, latitude 23. 30. but whether he had contented 
himſelf, or had made a ftroke, as the term is; that is, 
fraudulently brought off ſome free people, he would neither 
go there again, or give any information to others of what 
might be done there. 

Arguin is the next port in about 20 degrees north 


i} latitude, where the Dutch once had a fort, which the 


French took in 1677, and which was afterwards ceded to 
them, but after ſome time they abandoned it, as it was ſo 
ſar from their gum foreſts. 

Port Anderic lies about 20 leagues to the ſouthward of 
Arguin, where great quantities of gum were ſometimes 
bought, though the riſk of getting it on board was very 
great from the high ſea, that rolls at the landing place. 

The province of Senegambia, now in the hands of the 
+ Britiſh government, includes the river Senegal, which 


opens 
See letter [E.] in the Appendix. 


opens into the weſtern ocean in nearly 16 degrees, and 
"the river Gambia nearly in 131 degrees north latitude; be- 
tween which near cape Verde lies Goree, ſtill in the hands 
of the French. | 1 
- Up the river Senegal is the ifland of the ſame name, cal- 
led alſo St. Louis, where the governor of the province 
reſides, and from whence we ſhip all our gum. At the 
' ſeaſons for purchaſing it our traders. go up to Podor and 
Galam, two ſettlements made by the French when the river 
was in their poſſeſſion, the firſt of which is now repair- 
ing, and the latter has proved fo deſtructive to Europeans, 
that probably no ſettlement could be made to advantage 
by them. The only means, that ſeem eligible, are to 
breed up ſome young Africans in England, teach them 
our language and the mechanic arts of mining and other 
trades, which might turn to great account, if we made 
a ſettlement with them at Galam; the country round 
being eſteemed rich in gold mines, but the natives not 
knowing how to work them. 

In the river Gambia is Fort James in the hands of the 
government under a lieutenant governor, ſubject to the 
governor of Senegal. This river is navigable for veſſels of 
two hundred tons as high up as Fatatenda, which is about 
fix hundred miles. The trade of both theſe rivers might 
be greatly improved, and the ſociety of merchants, now trad- 
ing to Africa, have laid before the lords of trade ſome par- 
ticulars, of which no doubt they will avail themſelves pro- 


perly, to the mutual advantage of the private fair trader and 
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the community; and ſhould any abuſes ariſe here, ſimilar 
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Senegal: 
a ſettlement there, (which they could not have) that right by 
the expreſs letter of the treaty is now given up. They were 
15 kepe « out of the river till 1730, when the Engliſh company, 


to thoſe on other parts of the Coaſt, moſt probably will ap- 
# ply the remedies they may on experience find e 
there. 


It may alſo be worth their conſideration, whether the 


French factory at Albreda in the river Gambia, within a 
mile and a half of Fort James, is not an improper encroach- 
ment. 
had not this factory to be ſupplied from it. 
rival us in trade, in open violation of the tenth article of the 
| treaty of peace in 1763, which is, © his Britannic Majeſty 
7? © ſhall reſtore to France the iſland of Goree in the condition 
eit was, when conquered ; and his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty 
e cedes in full right, and guarantees to the king of Great 
Britain the river Senegal, with the forts and factories of St. 
Lewis, Podor and Galam, and with all the + Es * 


Goree would be of little uſe to the French, if they 
By this they 


ce pendencies of the ſaid river Senegal.“ 

The Engliſh were in poſſeſſion of the! river Winnie, and 
had a fort there in 1627. The French had no ſettlement 
in Senegal till 1673, when they built a ſmall fort there, and 


in 1677 took the Dutch forts at Arguin and Goree; and 
| + when the Dutch ceded them by the treaty of Nimeguen, they 
$: became dependencies of Senegal; 


were always under the command of the governor of the river 


and they and Albreda 


Therefore even if the French had once a right to 


being 


being in a declining tate, allowed them to come there on 
account of a contract, to deliver negroes to them at rol. a 
head, for a quantity of gum Senegal to be received at ral. 
a ton. This contract continued but a ſhort time, for they 
ſoon got into the ſlave trade for. themſelves, and veſſels were 
continually paſſing and repaſſing between Senegal and Al- 
breda with European goods, and African returns for them, 
which fully proves, that Albreda cannot be claimed as be- 
longing to Goree; ſince that iſland, before it was taken i in: 
1758, was ſubordinate to Senegal ; 3 which i is alſo. confeſſed | 
on both fides ; for before the laſt war, the governors -of. | 
James's fort always inſiſted upon an excluſive right to trade 
in Gambia, and it was the cuſtom: of the French governor of 
Albreda, always to-aſk his permiſſion, if he wanted to ſend a 
canoe up the river; and it appears alſo by our ſending men 
of war to drive them from thence, as we frequently have done | 
ſince the peace, though without any laſting effect; for when | 
our ſhips arrive, they remove their effects up the country, 
and leave their mudwall factory to our ſhot, and failors, who. | 
have ſometimes. landed and deſtroyed it; but when the men 
of war quit the river, the French return, repair and reſettle 
their factory, and as they have no right to, complain, take. | 
no notice of the injury. 
Near Cape Roxo.or Rouge, which ons the windward, 
coaſt, about twelve degrees north latitude, is the river Kaſa- | 
manza, where ſmall veſſels. may go up and trade to advantage, | 
and bring off {laves cheap, if they are well armed, and keep. | 
a good look out; for they. are frequently cut off by the natives 


r 
: 


on their return; ſpirited: up by hy Faghts Portugueze, 
and often by aertefs! from our own ſhips,” which con- 
venience a method might be pointed out to put a Nt6p t to. 
There is another river achbining, called the river St. Ann, 
in which conſiderable e i of rice aun ſome negroes 
may be had. i nn 
About chirty leagues duch eaſt is Cutcheo, a Portugueze 
ſettlement, and twenty-five leagues further on, another called 
Biſſeaux belonging t to the ſame people, whoſe indolence 
makes them rather take a profit for letting others trade, than 
put themſelves to the fatigue of it. 

There are ſeveral other ſmall Portugueze ſettlements, 
; and one of ſome note at Mitomba, a river in Sierra Leon, 
latitude 82 degrees north. The people, here called Portu- 
gueze, are principally perſons bred from a mixture of the 
| firſt Portugueze diſcoverers with the natives, and now become 
in their complexion, and woolly quality of the hair, perfect 
negroes, retaining however a ſmattering of the Portugueze 
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0 In the river Sierra Leon is an Engliſh ſettlement, called 
"ll Bance ifland, but under the direction of private 5 with 
ii excluſive privileges. 

4 Some trade is ſtill carried on at Sherbro river, where 
there are the ruins of an Engliſh fort. 

Cape Mount lies nearly in ſeven. degrees north latitude, 
lt and terminates the Portugueze trade of Sierra Leon. The 
1 nEgroes on the ſouth ide of Cape Mount cannot deal with 
14 thoſe 
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14 
thoſe on the north, as they have a een language "On 
and. cuſtoms. ' | 
The following — of nul and Dink; N — le 
note lie between Cape Mount and. Cape Palmas; the river 
St. Pauls, Cape Menſurado, river _ dier led ap 
Ceteracrue. es 
Cape Palmas is pr een 0 ha al 2 W of 
Ceteracrue, where a great plenty of Malaguetta pepper, rice | 
and ivory, may be annually purchaſed, The grain coaſt 
begins at Cape Mount, and ends here. The ſea coaft between 
Cape Mount and this place is about ſixty leagues, whete are 
negroes in tolerable plenty; the inhabitants are quiet, the 
inland country unknown to Europeans, as indeed is the 
whole of the interior parts of Africa, wen part of Ma 
in the hands of the. Portugueze. rods 7 
Between this and Cape Lahue are the Wen Cavalle, Dorin 
and the river St. Andrews, where the inhabitants are treache- 
rous, but deal conſiderably in flayes and ivory. | 
Cape Lahue is about thirty leagues to the eaſtward of St, | 
Andrews, where the Dutch buy great quantities of gold | 
and ivory: the negroes are ſubject to a ſleepy diſea ſe. The | 
ivory coaſt begins at the river Cavalle End ende at Cape 
Lahue. 


Baſſam * Aſſinee are, p%. Ga Sas nent — 
the latter thirty-two to the eaſtward of Cape Lahue, where | 
good negrocs, and large quantities of gold and ivory are 
purchaſed by the Dutch; and even the Engliſh are obliged 
to give thoſe articles to the Dutch general at Elmina, for 

TH Brazil 


[4] 
Brazil tobacco, which he illegally monopolizes from the 
Portugueze, contrary to ene the United Provinces 
and Portugal 1 in 1641. a r 

We are now come to Cape Apllede; which terminates 
the windward coaſt, and may be called the beginning of the 
Gold coaſt, ſince the committee have erected a fort there, 
and have in all between this place and the river Lagos, which 


terminates the Gold coaſt, eleven forts, Cape Appolonia, 


Dixcove, Succondee, Commenda, Cape Coaſt Caſtle, Anna- 
maboe, Tantutnquerty, em, "hr: * and 
Whi dag. 

This part of the Bast called dle Gold coaſt, has been 
deemed of ſuch importance to England, that” ſince the de- 
cline of the African company,” the parliament has allowed 
from ten to thirteen thouſand pounds a year for the ſupport 
of the forts, and added two thouſand extra this year. This is 
entirely under the management of what is called the African 


committee, but it may be added miſtakenly called ſo, as by 


indirect practices the real African unden have 1 no effectual 
influence in their choice. e 
There are alſo within this ſpace ſeveral Dutch rt and 
ſome Daniſh; the principal Dutch fort is St. George del Mina. 
The Engliſh forts are poorly kept up; but this is reſerved 
for a farther diſcuſſion, when the conduct of the committee 


falls under conſideration. 


At Whidah, the Engliſh, French and Portugueze, have 
forts within gun ſhot of each other. 


2 > e 


Li 38: 731 
» Jacquin about three leagues to the caſtward of Whidah 
and Eppee about eight leagues, great marts for negroes, gold 
and Brazil tobacco, are now monopolized by the Dutch. 
The river Lagos terminates the Gold Coaſt and s what 
is called the Bite, which ends at Cape Lopez. | 
The river Benin is forty leagues. eaſt; of the river Lagos, 
but between them is no place of trade, The entrance of the 
river Benin is about half a league wide, but a ſhip that 
drays ten feet water cannot enter; and unleſs you have a 
pilot well acquainted with the place, if your veſſel draws 
above nine feet, it is dangerous to attempt it; and there are 
alſo a ſavage people called Joes, who ſometimes attack ſmall 
veſſels : it is ſaid, that a large ſhallop may go from hence to 
Bonny, new and old Calabar rivers, which are about ninety 
leagues by ſea, to the caſtward of the river Benin by an inland 
navigation, and alſo to the river Lagos, to the weſtward, but 
it has never yet been attempted. . 
Cape Formoſa is about fifty ar 8. E. of — . All 
the inland trade goes to Benin and Bonny rivers. New 
Calabar and Bonny rivers are about thirty leagues to the eaſt- 
ward of Cape Formoſa, where large ſhips may go in and 
purchaſe negroes and ivory. The going in and n out 
are both attended with danger. 
Old Calabar river is about twenty _ to the adv 
of Bonny, where negroes and ivory are purchaſed and large 
ſhips may go in, but the inhabitants, having removed their 
town from the ſhore farther inland, often make e 


See letter (F) in the Appendix. 
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demands and keep the captains priſoners, till they by 


The river Cameron is Abt thirty lage to the ſouth of 


| Old Calabar, but is frequented only by: veſſels with _ one 


hundred and fifty tons burthen. | 
The river Gaboon is about eighty leagues to the ſouthward 


4 : of the river Cameron, navigable for large veſſels four leagues 
up to Parrot Ifland, where they may be careened and re- 


paired, The Dutch carry on the trade for negroes, wax, 


|| ivory, ebony and dyeing woods from ſeveral ſmall rivers to 
the north of this place down to Cape Lopez, which is about 
thirty leagues to the ſouthward of it, and where what i is 
1 called the Bite ends. | 33 


Cape Lopez furniſhes the ſame een dntss b. but the trade 


| ; of it is chiefly engroſſed by the Dutch, who often buy negroes 
here and carry them to the Portugueſe at St. Thomas's 
; iſland, where for diſpatch they ſell them at 81: a head. 


Majumba is about ſeventy leagues 8. 8. E. of Cape Lopez, 


where a great deal of red wood is annually purchaſed, —_— 
but few flaves and very little ivory. 


Loango is about thirty leagues to the ſouthward of Ma- 


jumba, where the French purchaſe more negroes than both 


the Engliſh and Dutch n and where they a are to "ve 
had i precepts £592 777; 00 

Malemba is about thirty leagues to the ſouthward of 
Loango; and Cabenda is about ſeven leagues to the ſouth- 
ward of Malemba, where the trade is in the ſame ſtate as at 
Loango. 


The 


( #7 ] 
The late Engliſh African company had-a-fort at Caben- 
4 deſtroyed by the Portugueze in 1723 but great part 
of the walls and mote round it ſtill remain, and the natives 
acknowledge the ground the fort ſtood on, and the land 
round it within cannon-ſhot, to belong to the Engliſh. | 
The river Congo is about ten leagues to the ſouthward of 
Cabenda, peopled on the north ſide with inoffenſive, on the 
ſouth with piratical negroes, who often cut off ſhip's oats, 
and are therefore not much reſorted too. 
To the. ſouthward of this river no trade i is Jana e's, on 165 
eee but the Portugueze; who have a large city 
at Loango St. Paul's on the coaſt of Angola, ſtrongly forti- 
Hed, in about nine degrees ſouth latitude ; from which 
place they have penetrated quite through the country to 
their ſettlements at, and ſouth of Mozambique upon the 
eaſtern coaſt of Africa, where they have caravans conſtantly 
going and returning, and by that means carry on an. extenſive 
and advantageous inland commerce. 1 
From this place to the Cape of Good Hope, Wan a few 
coaſt of about ſeven hundred leagues, is but little known; and 
the few ſhips, who have attempted to make diſcoveries, or 
commence a trade any where near the Cape, have been dri- 
ven off the coaſt by the ſhips of the Eaſt India company, 
under pretence of their encroaching; upon * their limits 
whereas, by the act for extending and improving the trade 
to Africa, paſſed in 1749, (the twenty- third of George II.) the 
limits are expreſsly declared to be from Port Sallee in Bar- 
dane to the Cape of Good Hope, both incluſive 3. theſe li- 
*E 2 mits 
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mits are confirmed by another act in 1752, 4 together with 
b all the iſlands adjoining to thoſe coaſts, to all regions, 
«territories, and places reputed part of any country within 
e the limits aforeſaid. The limits granted by the act to 
ſettle the trade to Africa in 1697, were * from Cape Blanco 
c to the Cape of Good Hope, both incluſive.” The char- 
ter was not granted to the Eaſt India company till the year 
| after, 1698, and then they were allowed to trade «© to all 
« places in Aſia, Africa, or America, beyond the Cape of 
« Good Hope to the Streights of Magellan: ſo that 
they were never to interfere with od traders on this Em , 
dr at, the Cape. 

ö Nt $HHS4566000d60006550043530604300 eee 

FERN rr Te RE 
A ſhort His rok of the AFRICAN TRADE. | 


XH E limits of the African trade being fo extenſtve, and 
| the advantages reſulting from it confefiedly fo gtear, 
it is neceflary towards fully underſtanding the ſubjeR, as well 
as interefting to future adventurers, 20 infert-a brief account 
bf che trade in general, and particularly of thoſe royal African 
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companies, which broke one after the other, and the manage- 
Fi ment of their affairs was in 1730 conſigned over d 'the _ 
11 ſent company, or rather their committee. 
7 The Portugueze firſt diſcowered the coaſt of Aten in 
454, and built a fort ſoon aftor on the iſland of Arguin, 


hk . and ſome time after, unother ut St. George del Mina on the 
{45 Gold'Coaſt, and a third at it Loango St. Paul's on the coaft-of 
Angola, 


fl | 
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By virtue of theſe More enjoyed for a long time 
a right to theſe countries, and confiſcated the ſhips of all 
x ocher nations that attempted to trade chere. © No'Engfith 
traders went there till 1544, which was ninety years after, 
and then at the ik of lofing their ſhips; if taken by the Por- 
tugueze : they traded then only for gold, ivory, &c: but not 
for negroes; the Engliſh having then no oolonies to employ 
them in. Queen Elizabeth in 1587, being at 3 war with Spain 
and Portugal, erected a company with excluſive privileges to 
trade to gettegal and Gambia for x certain number of years. 
In the reigns of James I. and Charles I. and during the 
ufurpation, mercharts were encouraged to trade to any part 
of Africa. Accordingly they built a fort at Cormantine on 
the Gold Coaſt, and another in the river Gambit . 
The Dutch, ſenfible of the importance of this trade, erecled 
a Weft India company in 1621, with great privileges and 
encouragements, and granted them all the lands they could 
conquer within certain limits in Affi ca and America. They 
gained ſeveral important conqueſts in Brazil and Africa, and 
in 1637 took from the PortSnene the ſtrong fortreſs of St. 
George det Mina, and ſoon after; all their other ſettlements | 
on the Gold Coaſt, which were ceded to them by treaty in 


1641. Now, though the Englifh had a fort at Cormantine, the 
Dutch took the advantage of the diſtracted flare of England, 
to ſeize and Eotifiſcate her ſhips from Cape Palmas to Cape 
Lopez. Soon after the reſtoration Charles II. formed a com- 
pany to oppoſe them, remonſtrated to the ſtates how unjuſt 
cheir pretenſions were, and demanded reparation for the da- 


mages 
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damages his fubjects had ſuſtained ; but finding this had no 
effect, he fitted out a ſtrong fleet: then they began a treaty, 
but in the mean time ſent ſecret orders to their admiral De 
Ruyter, which he punctually obeyeg ; proceeded down the 
African Coaſt, confiſcated all the Engliſh veſſels. he met 
with, took the fort at Cormantine, and put a Dutch, gar- 
N in it. Theſe wrongs and diſhonours, meeting with no 
redreſs, occaſioned war to be proelaimed againſt the Dutch 
in 1664, which ſhews the value they then ſet on the African 
trade, when they rather choſe to riſk a war. with England, than 

admit her to any ſhare of it. 10,1667 a.peace was concluded, 
and the Engliſh Royal African .company had Cape Coaſt 
Caſtle inſtead of their fort at Cormantine, which was left in 
vl poſſeſſion of the Dutch. . The, great charges the Engliſh 
company had been at, were ſaid to prevent their trade from 
++, ſucceeding to their wiſhes; ſo they aſſigned over all their 
% rights and poſſeſſions, to a New. Royal African company, 
. eſtabliſhed in 167 2, and the king granted them all places 
it in Africa from Port Sallee in Barbary, to the Cape of Good 
Hope, incluſive, for the term of one thouſand ears, with 
The the ſole right of trade. The Dutch were now in poſſeſſion” 
of St. George del dis. and ſeveral other forts on the Gold 


"# Coaſt. The Engliſh, to ſtrengthen themſelves, encreaſed 
i their fort at Cape Coaſt Caſtle, and built others at Accra, 
Dixcove, Winnebah, Succondee, Commenda, e 


5 and Whidah, 

jt Ihe French, Senegal company was eſtabliſhed 3 in 167 3 
$4 and in 1678 the French took Arguin and Goree from the 
Mis 4 Dutch, 


4s. bs 5 
Dutch, which were afterwards ceded; to them. In 1685 
the French king erected another company to trade from 
Sierra Leon to the Cape of Good Hope, reſtraining the 
former company. within Cape Blanco and Sierra Leon. In 
1702 the latter of theſe Freneh African companies had the 
contract for furniſhing the Spaniſn Weſt Indies with ſo many 
ſlaves yearly, which being transferred to Great Britain in 
1713, the French company was aboliſhed and the trade 
laid open to all their ſubjects. The Engliſh company had 
fuſtained. many loſſes from the French and Dutch encroach- 
ments, and in 1695 their fort in the river Gambia was 
taken by the French, who after the peace claimed an eo 
right in that river with the Engliſunun. 1 
In 1697 the parliament laid the African trade 1 and 
impoſed a tax for the ſupport of the forts, which act remained 
in force till 1712, though the tax would by no means defray 
the neceſſary expences. Since that time the trade has been free 
and open to all Britiſh ſubjects; for, the company failing, go- 
vernment, in 1730, allowedten thouſand poundsto ſupport the 
forts, which were unanimouſly declared abſolutely neceſſary 
for the preſervation of the African trade: the ſame ſum, 
and frequently more, has ſince that been annually allowed 
by government, and in 1749 and the two following years 
the claims of the Royal African Company were enquired 
into, ſatisfaction made to them for all their effects, and thoſe 
effects and the forts veſted in the company of merchants trad- 
ing to Africa, under the direction of a committee, who were 
not allowed to trade in their joint capacity (nor perhaps 
| ſhould 
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fuence of the committee at preſent operating no farther 


( 32 ] 
ſhould have been vin their ſeparate) bor · o Reer or ſer- 


vants in Africa to export negroes on their ow aecount. 


They have been allowed annually 13, 00. for the ſupport 
of the forts, beſides frequent grants of ſums 2 they 
petitioned for; and this very year 2,000). extra. In 1763 
Senegal and its dependencies were veſted in this company, 
and in 1765 they were diveſted thereof, and it was veſted 
in his majeſty, and the trade laid open to all his 'majeſty's 
ſubjects, in which ſtate it now continues; that is, the whole 
trade from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good 
Hope, both incluſive, is free for all his majeſty's ſubjects; 

but that part of it from Port Sallee to Cape Rouge, under 
the direction of government; and the patt from Cape 
Rouge to the Cape of Good Hope, wherever there are forts, 
under the direction of the committee: and as they have 
forts on the Gold Coaſt only, their attention is confined t to 
that valuable ſpot. n 


| f C | 
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| Xo Xx EV 
The CONDUCT r of the preſent AF RICAN COMMITTEE. | 


ROM the foregoing btief account of the African trade, 

it appears that the carrying it on by an excluſive com- 

pany has been tried twice without ſucceſs ; it remains now 

to examine what has been the management of the committee, 
and whether it improves under their direction. 

One obſervation is neceſſary to be made; that the in- 


than 


l 38 9 

than the Gold Coaſt, they are accountable for the encreaſe or 
decreaſe of trade within thoſe limits only; for want of which 
plain direction, perſons who are but little verſed in the Afri- 
can trade are told, with a ſort of triumph, of the prodigious 
encreaſe of it, and it is held forth as if entirely owing to the 
direction of the committee. The trade in general indeed is 
encreaſed, but that on the Gold Coaſt conſiderably diminiſhed, 
nay almoſt ruined ; for from 1750 to 1763 at leaſt hide 
thouſand negroes were annually purchaſed, but from 1763 
to 1770 not above five hundred at Cape Coaft Caſtle, by 
which we may judge of the reſt. In 1752 Liverpool ſent 
thirty-two ſhips to the Gold Coaſt for eight thoufand two 
hundred and thirty negroes, and in 1771 only fourteen 
ſhips for three thouſand four hundred. Some years ago 
above one hundred thouſand ounces of gold were annually - 
brought home from thence by the ſhipping; but now the 
committee's ſervants: get all, and that all is a very trifling: 
quantity in compariſon of what uſed to be collected, and 
the Dutch get moſt of it for ſpirits and Brazil tobacco. 
But to ſhew more clearly how far the committee have 
conformed to the act of parliament that eſtabliſhed their 
power, and how far they have anſwered or abuſed the pur- 
poſes for which they were appointed, it is proper to recur 
to the plain directions of the act itſelf; The act paſſed in 
1749, orders that * the committee-men ſhall be annually: 
« choſen by a majority of the merchants trading to Africa; 
* that they ſhall not trade in their joint capacity; that the 
4 goyernors of forts ſhall not ſhip negroes on their. own: 

. ce account; . 


* | . 34 
e account; that the forts ſhall protect, not obſtruct, the 


« private traders, and that the buildings ſhall be publick 
« warehouſes for the ſervice of the community and the 
ce protection of their effects. 

With reſpect to the manner of chooſing committee - men, 
deſigning and intereſted perſons, who had been choſen, 
availed themſelves of a caſual expreſſion in the act, com- 
<« mittee- men ſhall be choſen by perſons trading or intending 
ce to trade to Africa,” to make that office perpetual, which 
the legiſlature intended to be annual. The electors being 
| . compoſed of all ſuch perſons who paid forty ſhillings for 
their freedom in the company, theſe deſigning men made 
numbers free * without their knowledge or expence, many 
of the loweſt claſſes of the people, and all of them fuch as 
were their friends or dependents. Accordingly theſe forty 
ſhilling voters this laſt July out-voted the real traders ; the 
poll at the cloſe ſtood thus, Bourke 573, Beane 5x2, French 
507, Smith 230, Aird 193, Philpot 196, Cleland g1.— 
Smith, Aird and Philpot were nominated and ſupported by 
the traders. Bourke united his intereſt with French and 
Beane, two of the perſons in the combination, and ſtood 
upon that intereſt, and that of Roſs and Mill, the latter of 
whom has a brother governor of Cape Coaſt Caſtle. By 
cheſe means they are ſelf-choſen, and conſequently inde- 
0 pendent of the real African merchants, unattentive to the 
publick good, and induſtrious only to raiſe fortunes for 
themſelves, by means of that publick money annually al- 


* See letter [G.) in the appendix for Beane and French's agreement, bc, 
lowed 
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lowed them for the 3 advantage of the whole trade. 
They make their own dependents the governors of the forts, 
and carty on their trade by their means, either evading or 
boldly acting in defiance of the laws of their country; and 
having the advantage of houſe and warehouſe room, their 
ſervants abroad and freight of their goods our at the publick 
expence, can afford to overbid the private traders : this 
naturally raiſes a competition ; the African articles of trade 
are enhanced, and the value of their own commodities 
leflened : and this has ftill worſe conſequences ; for if the 
Africans can have what they want for leſs of their articles 
than uſual, they will bring the fewer to market, as they 
ate indolent in their diſpoſitions, and crafty in their deal- 
ings, and know very well how to take the advantage of 
our miſmanagement. 

The governors of the forts though to appearance forbid 
to ſhip off ſlaves for their own uſe on pain of diſmiſſion, yet 
knowing they can depend'on the committee-men for their pro- 
tection, as they are ſecretly intereſted in their trade, do it 
clandeftinely 3 and when they leave the Coaſt, always take 
care to have a noble cargo of the very beſt negroes to carry 
with them. The poor ſoldiers are obliged to do all their 
work and labour for them, though miſerably ſupplied, at the 
deareſt rates, with the common neceſſaries of life. The 
forts are merely an heap of rubbiſh, overrun with filth and 
vermin, ſo far from being capable of awing the natives, that 
they cannot protect themſelves ; ſo that for the advantage of 
their regs trade, the governors are generally tri ibutary to 
922 ane 
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one, and ſometimes ſeveral of the African chiefs: by which 
means not only the rights of the Engliſh have been given up, 
but the very governors themſelves have been flogged by the 
negroes in their own forts. Is it to be ſuppoſed, that the 
dignity of the Britiſh empire can be ſupported by thoſe, who 
through private intereſt tamely ſubmit to ſuch inſolent treat- 

ment? Or can they protect the traders, who are in ſuch ab- 
je ſubjection themſelves ? Accordingly every trader finds 
he has only himſelf to depend upon, is obliged to find room 
where he can for his goods, and thinks himſelf happily off, 
it the governor of the fort does not openly prevent his trading. 
This is too common a caſe, and paſſes not only uncenſured, but 
is often rewarded by the committee. Mr. Miles, governor of 
fort “ Appolonia, not only prevented ſeveral captains from 
trading there, but publicly declared he would not permit 
one of them to purchaſe even an ounce of gold. An affi- 
davit being made of this he was recalled, but is now by the 
favour of the committee reinſtated in his government, and 
gone again to take poſſeſſion of that fort, in which he be- 
haved in defiance of an abſolute act of parliament, and to 
the detriment of the fair trader, whom by his duty he was 
bound to aſſiſt. A ſhip of Mr. Mill's, one of the committee, 
carried him out this laſt Auguſt, and he will doubtleſs be 
true to his  benefactor's intereſt, and a& as he did before. 


This is the way indeed to encreaſe the ſpirit of trade in the 


governors 
* This fort itſelf was not only unneceſſary, but diſadvantageous, having 


Jig the worſt landing place on the Coaſt ; and indeed of the eleven forts at leaſt ſix 


may be diſpenſed with, and the remaining five anſwer every proper purpoſe, for 
at preſent they are merely factories to Cape Coaſt Caſtle and Annamaboe. 
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governors of the forts; though ſome have by no means been 
ſo deſicient as to want any encouragement, for they have car- 
ried it ſo far as to trade with the French and the Dutch, when 
they could reap any advantage by it, in preference to their 
own countrymen, and to diſpoſe of their gunpowder, till they 
had none left to defend - themſelves. Dixcove in 1750 by 
this means was reduced ſo that it muſt have been taken by 
the Dutch, had not a French veſſel come in with an Trille 
captain, who afforded them a ſupply. 

. In. ſhort, the committee have in every particular ated di- 
realy contrary to the truſt repoſed in them, and contrary 'to | 
the true intereſt of the nation: and muſt, if continued, en- 
tirely deſtroy that trade on the Gold Coaſt, which has been 
ever judged the moſt important of any on the whole coaſt of 
Africa, and conſequently moſt eſſentially neceſſary to the 
proſperity « of the Britiſh SOMMNeTers: and the ſupport of her 
Colonies. 

From this account of he vinſng; management of the 
committee on the Gold Coaſt, where only their juriſdiction ; 
operates through their truſty factors, tlie governois of the 
forts, it is very clear that nothing has preſerved them from 
the cenſure of the legiſlature, but theſe facts not having ap- 
peared properly before the government. The length of time 
before complaints can be heard, the deaths of the injured 
perſons, the evaſions of their oppreſſors, the fortunes they 
have raiſed as bulwarks round them, there being no 
magiſtrate on the Coaſt to take cognizance of crimes, 
or adminiſter affidavits, and many other accidents con- 


tribute to confuſe, if not totally ſtifle the truth. It has 
now 


3 ]- 
now appeared pretty plain though by no means enggelated, 
as will be manifeſt from the many ſtubborn evidences of obfti- 
nate facts in the Appendix, at the letter H.] and may be 
further proved by the united teſtimony of many witneſſes of 
reputation now in England, and ready to declare the derer 
truth, when properly called upon to do ſo. 

As at the beginning of this enquiry into the management 
of the committee, an obſervation was made, that the encreaſe 
of the African trade in general was held forth by their ad- 
bherents, as their ſole merit, though that under their par- 
d cular care languiſhes daily; ſo here a diſtinction of a fimilar * 
nature ariſes: . Forts, ſay they, muſt be ſupported, for with- 
{hi} © out them we could have no trade: now we ſupport the 
10 | © forts, and therefore ſupport your trade there.” This ſpe- 
cious plea like the former ſoon falls to the ground on the bare 
approach of real information and common underſtanding. 
1 ö | It has indeed been the univerſal maxim of the Britiſh legiſla- 
6 4 ture, and the unanimous deſire of the merchants, that forts 
and caſtles ſhould be kept up in thoſe parts of Africa, where 
{ /] other nations have forts, but it was always added on 2 re- 
i ſpeclable footing, and for the benefit and protectium of the free 
+ j | traders. The deficiency in the firſt particular is abundantly 
. th a ſufficient plea to take them out of thoſe hands, in which 
| i they are contemptible; eſpecially when inſtead of anſwer- 
ing the ſecond requiſite, they are evidently injurious to it. 
fy Yet whenever the committee has been cenſured, the neceſſity 
1 1 of forts, and the general encreaſe of the African trade diy 
1 W been two points, that have been harangued upon with a fort 
i 44 of 
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WAS 88 
of triumph; as if neither forts or trade eould ſubſiſt with- 
out them, though they are daily degrading the former and 
diſtreſſing the latter. 

If Iam apprehenſive of an attack, I wear a ſword, as a 
neceſſary weapon for my defence; and where J expect 
ſeveral antagoniſts, I ſhould be glad my ſeryant had ano- 
ther; but I ſhould be mad to have my own ſo ruſty in the 
ſcabbard that it could not be drawn; or to truſt him with 
one, if I not only ſuſpected but knew he would turn its 
point aß me inſtead & my aſſailants. 


CHAP. vl. 
Propoſals for οI the AFRICAN TRADE. 


T. remains now to point out ſome remedy for the abuſes 
of the preſent manner of management, and for the in- 
conveniencies the African trade labours under from it. 
All companies are and muſt neceſſarily be compoſed of 
individuals, who from obvious motiyes purſue intereſts 
diſtin& from and often in oppofition to thoſe of the com- 
pany they belong to: hence it is that we ſo oſten ſee rich 
directors and bankrupt companies; and therefore ſuch bank- 
ruptcies are not to be imputed to the trade itſelf, but to 
ſome wrong firſt principle of, or to the improper meaſures 
purſued in, the management of it, The failure of two 
African companies, though compoſed of the richeſt and 
moſt powerful members of the ſtate, plainly ſhews that the 
attempt of monopolies on ſo extenſive a coaſt, among in- 
habitants 


[407 ] 


babitants of ſo many different nations, laws and cuſtoms, 


and conſequently of as many yarious intereſts and inclinations, 
cannot poſlibly be attended with ſucceſs. © The foundation 
being defective, no ſolid ſuperſtructure could be built upon 
it; for had it miſcarried ſolely from errors in the management, 
the ſecond company had their predeceſſors example to guide 
them to the acquiring all their advantages, and to enable 
them to ſee their miſtakes, and to ſteer clear of thoſe ſhelves 
on which they were wreckt: but with all theſe lights, with 
all the power of the legiſlature to aſſiſt, and the profits of 
trade to ſupport them, they were incapable of paying their 
debts. As to the management of their ſucceſſors then, what 
has the nation to expęct from that? the preſent committee 
is not only a monopdhy, but one of the moſt detrimental 
ſort: other monopolies are ſupported at the expence of the 
monopoliſts; this at the expence of the publick, to the 
manifeſt injury, if not the utter ruin of the free trader; for 
if they are continued in power, that conſequence muſt 
naturally enſue. A private merchant may ſometimes mono- 
polize a trade, and that undoubtedly is an injury to the 
publick; but it can be only a tranſient injury, as there are 
three things, any of which muſt inevitably ſoon put a ſtop 
to it; his death, his bankruptcy, or his making a ſufficient 
fortune: the firſt muſt happen in a courſe of years; the ſecond 
often attends unfair attempts; the third follows from ſupe- 
rior addreſs, or good luck in the trade wherein he engages. 
Here are three chanoes to terminate his views; but in a 
monopoly ſupported by the publick, theſe chances are 
all 


( 41 ] 
alt cut off. The committee can never die; one wave ſuc- 
ceeds another, and their followers roll on into the places 
of their predeceſſors; they in a collective capacity can only 
break when they have broke the publick that ſupported 
them ; and a ſucceſſion of hungry applicants are ever in- 
fatiable from their firſt dependency to their plenitude of 
power. FE 

| Various have been the attempts to reform the abuſes of the 
committee, but they have all' been fruitleſs; for the legiſ- 
lature having forged. the chain, a power only equal to 
_ theirs can break it: and that is ſincerely to be wiſhed, for 
nothing but an entire alteration of the preſent management 
can put the African trade on a reſpectable footing. This 


is no ſcratch, eaſily to be healed, as one of their ſervants 7 


aſſerted, but the whole limb is rotten, and muſt be lopped . 
off, or a mortification muſt enſue, and perhaps reach the 
vitals of our country. From a monopoly no enereaſe of trade 


ean be expected, and were they once inveſted with extra- 


would only raiſe their views to eaſier methods of encreaſing 
their revenues. Under the pretence of inveſtigating further 
fources of commerce in the interior parts of Africa, they 
would be aiming at territorial acquiſitions, which might 
raiſe them for a time, but the natives and their country 
would ſoon have their revenge, as their total ruin would be 
the almoſt immediate conſequence. 

By our ſhipping therefore is our only eligible method of car- 
rying on this trade, free to all our induſtrious natives: The fea 
* G is 


ordinary powers, and poſſeſſed of great opulence, all this 
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© lover, according to the preamble of the laſt general African 


. 


is the only element ſor Britons, and that makes all the coaſts 


their own, whenever they chooſe to claim them. The 


forts that are neceſſary may be garriſoned with military 
gentlemen, appointed by the company, or a committee 
fairly choſen by real African traders, and afterwards con- 


firmed by government: Let them have ample ſalaries, but 


under a total prohibition of entering into any trade what- 
ſoever, either on ſhore or on board, which will make them 
impartial judges of any difference that may ariſe between 
the traders and natives, and by that means they may reſtore 


the rights, the honour and dignity of the Britiſn name. 


Let their appointment be for three years only, and though 
this eſtabliſhment would be expenſive, yet the ſaving that 
might be made to the publick by taking off improper per- 
quiſities, and leſſening the number of forts, would rather 
reduce than encreaſe the expences in general, eſpecially, after 
the firſt neceſſary charges were. provided for ; that is, when 
five of thoſe now ruinous forts, which are as many as need 
be kept up, were properly repaired under the inſpection of 
an engineer; for dear experience has taught us what it is to 
leave it to the diſcretion of a governor. One fort with ano- 
ther might be maintained for about 1, oool. a year, as that 
calculation was made for Annamaboe. The committee with 
eleven forts have had yearly about 2,000]. more than that 
for theſe twelve years paſt ; ſo doubtleſs they have a con- 


ſiderable ſum in their hands, which they will account for to 


the publick, and for which and all other deficiencies what- 


act, 


| & *% 44 
a, I apprehend all the members of the omg are jointly 


and ſeverally accountable. ' | + 

The fame ſum: government now allows would pay all ex 
pences, and afford to fix the governor of Cape Coaſt's falary* 
at 1,000]. with 30ol. yearly for his table, and each other 
governor's at 5o0l. And how: many half-pay officers would 
be happy to go a three years tour on ſuch conditions] The 
only forts that need be + kept up, are the five following, 
Dixcove, Cape Coaſt Caſtle, Annamaboe, Winnebah and 
Accra; for Appolonia and Whidah are evidently: injurious, - 
and the reſt unneceſſary to the trade: and as to numerous 
forts to trade at, the-Britiſh ſhips ſupply their places. They 
are now in ſuch numbers on that Coaſt, that there can ſcarce 
be produced a ſingle inſtance of any conſiderable mart, where 
there have not conſtantly been two or three, and frequently 
ten, twelve and fourteen: and this ſuperiority in ſhipping, 
added to a ſuperiority alſo in our aſſortment for trade, will 
always prevail with the natives, and enable us to out- do 
either French or Dutch, eſpecially if we carefully prohibit 
all contracts with French veſſels for negroes to be delivered to 
them in Africa; which gives them an opportunity to lie upon 
the Coaſt, to acquaint themſelves with that and the trade, 
and then ſupplant us by their ſuppleneſs and e 


* The governor of Cape Coaſt has now as good as 20001, per ann. "at 
U trade; and one governor in two years only carried home 12, oool. though he 
did not ſell five hundred ſlaves to the ſhipping. 

| + Perhaps the ſame money might afford to ſettle a fort at Sierra Leon, 


according to a propoſal at letter [H.] in the appendix, 
26 | The 


The advantages the ſhipping would enjoy from the com- 
petition between them and the forts ceaſing, would mu- 
tually eſtabliſh a friendſhip and reſpect between them: When 
they ceaſed to be rivals, they would naturally be brothers. 
Accommodations, protection, and every intercourſe of kind- 
neſs would ariſe, and the natives be kept in awe, when they 
found the Engliſh were unanimous : juſtice and protection 
are all the negroes wiſh for, and under ſuch a government they 
might be ſecure of both. Some negroes of other nations 

| might be trained to arms, who could be more uſeful in guard- 
ing the private traders in the towns, than European ſoldiers, 
and would be faithful with kind uſage, and could not be 
W injured by their being expoſed to the climate, The honour 
and juſtice of ſentiment, that military ardor inſpires, eſpe- 
WT cially in the early part of life---the hopes of preferment, 
which government would readily grant, if requeſted by the 
African company for an officer, who had behaved with un- 
ſpotted integrity abroad---the applauſe of the world, and 
friendſhip of the merchants, are no ſmall fecurity for the 
good behaviour of the military gentlemen : and were even 
theſe motives inſufficient, the ſhort time they would ſtay 
upon the Coaſt, would make it hardly poſſible, or worth 
while for them to form connections which muſt fo ſoon be 
broke through. 

Should they notwithſtanding a& wrong, a colony upon the 
Coaſt would be the proper and effectual remedy ; but if that 
was not thought expedient, or too expenſive, the next eligi- 
ble ſtep is, that a fifty or ſixty gun ſhip and a frigate or two, 

: 4 with 


with ſenſible ſteady officers, and a man of reputation in the 
law as judge, might call at every place of trade on the Coaſt, 
and do the natives juſtice, if ill treated by the Engliſh there ; 


or exact it of them, if they were the offenders. This 
courſe ſteadily purſued with a prohibition of any gratuity 
being received, or any trade carried on by the judge, or com- 
manders and officers under ſevere penalties, would retrieve 
the national character of juſtice and power; and the natives 
of Africa, when ſure of not being injured, woul not be in- S. 
clinable to commit any * 1 
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ll C HAP. VII. 
4 nw AFRICAN ACT propoſed. 


O bring all theſe regulations to a point, the beſt way 
. ſeems to throw them together into one view, in the 
form of an Act of Parliament, which properly executed might 
remedy every abuſe, and ſet the African trade on a fair and ih 
reſpectable footing, humane and - equitable to the Africans, Wl 
advantageous to every private free Britiſh trader, and con- | ; 

ducive to the proſperity of our es the benefit and | i 
ſupport of our colonies. | 9 
An act of parliament paſſed in the -— year of his 8 it 
king George the Third, for the en, and encourage- Þ | 
ment 


® All dates and ſums printed in Italick are humbly ſubrained, as is the whole 
r | 


| "4s 7} | 
ment of the Britiſh trade to Africa, and for the anne of 
the Britiſh commerce and colonies. abu en wel 
= .  7hereas, by an act paſſed in the 1 year of his 
L late Majeſty, entitled * an act for extending and improving 
© the trade to Africa,” it was enacted, that, oy all his Ma- 
« jeſty's ſubjects ſhall he free. to- trade from Port, Sallee in 
< Barbary, to the Cape of Good Hope, both incluſive, and 
« that all his Majeſty's ſubjects trading to or from Africa be- 
< tween Cape Blanco and the Cape of Good Hope, ſhould 
« for ever thereafter be a body corporate and politic, by the 
name of The Company of Merchants trading to Africa ; 
and that any of his Majeſty's ſubjects trading or intending to 
t trade to Africa, upon payment of the ſum of forty-ſhillings 
&« each, ſhould have right to vote for the committee- men 
« of the ſaid company, in manner and form as is by ſaid 
ad directed: And Whereas, a great number of per- 
: | fons,' neither trading nor intending to trade to or from Atrica, 
bare become freemen of the ſaid company, and have thereby 
1 obtained a very extenſive and undue influence i in the elections 
[ of committee: men thereof, contrary to the true intent and 
thy meaning of the ſaid act; and have rendered the ſaid com- 
| W mittee-men, and the governors of forts and other officers em- 
ployed by or under the ſaid company, leſs dependent upon 
che real traders to and from Africa free of the ſaid company, 
than of right and for ths” inteteſt and wellfare of the trade 
W to and from Africa they ought to be, For remedy of ſuch 
141 abuſe, and of the evil conſequences that have proceeded from 
i, and for prevention of the like in future, and for the bet- 
3 ter 


19 ) 


ter regulation of the ſaid company, their committee-met 


and officers of what rank and degree ſoev et: 

We it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, by the king $ 4 
excellent Majeſty; by and with the advice of the lords ſpi- 
ritual and temporal, and commons in this preſent parliament 
aſſembled, that ſo much of the ſaid act or of any other act, that 


may ſtand in contradiction to this act, be repealed, annulled 


and made void, and is hereby repealed, annulled and made 
yoid ; and that any new regulations in this act ſhall be eſtab- 
liſhed, and in force from and after the en dates hengy 
after to be ſet fortn. 

And be it enacted, and it is W * the ama 
Sed, that of the perſons; who now are or may here- 
after become freemen of the ſaid company, only ſuch ſhall 
have right to be permitted to vote for or in the choice of a 
committee-man or committee- men of the ſaid company, 
who were at the time of their admiſſion to the freedom 
thereof, or at ſome time thereafter, actually and Bond ſiue for 
their own--account, and not for that of any other perſon, in 
ſome one ſhip or veſſel, and her cargoe employed in trading 


to or from the Coaſt of Africa within the limits aforeſaid, 


intereſted as owners thereof, and to retain for their uſe, and 
to bear finally the profit and loſs thereupon, in the full pro- 


portion of ſuch ſum to the whole of the adventure, to the 
amount of 5 0l. or upwards; and who ſhall give in an 
account in writing at the office or chamber of the ſaid com- 


pany to which they ſhall or may reſpectively belong, at 


London, Briſtol or Liverpool, ſigned with their names, and 


T 
in chelr proper hand writing, in the preſence of two lawful 
witneſſes, on of before the laſt day of April 1773, or at the 
time of their deſiring to become freomen of the. ſaid com- 
Pany; if after that date, ſetting forth the year, hame of 
the ſhip, maſter and owners, and to what part of Africa 
much their adventure was or s: And be ſt enattes by the 
authoriey aforeſaid, that any and every freeman of 'the' fait 
company being fo qualified, and having given in ſuch 
WE account on or before the laſt day of April 1773, and fuch - 
WE oily ſhall have right and be permitted to vote for any com- 
WE mittee-man or committee-men to be choſen at any time 
WE thercafter ; but it ſhall not be permitted to any fteeman of 
WE the iid company, admitted to the freedom thereof after 
WE that day, to vote for or in the choice of any committee-man 
odr committee- men, until he ſhall have been free of the faid 
1 company one entire year. 
Aud ſor as much as the Province of — is under 
13 the ünmedidte dircfion of government, and Bance iſland 
WE on the river of Sierra Leon, was veſted by an ac paſſed in 
dme twenty-fifth year of his late majeſty in particular per- 
ele g ſons, - and that the ſaid company have not nor ought to have 
WE any authority or dognizance in or of the fame, it is hereby 
declared, that the being owner or intereſted in any ſhip or 
10 veſſel employed in trading to any amount or value whatſo- 
ever to or from both or either of thoſe places ſhall not give 
any qualification to, or enable any perſon to vote for any 
oommittee- man or committee men of the {aid e until 


'» TE * { «9 2 e 44F, 
both or vichis of thoſe places ſhall; or may: by . in 


ment be put under direction of the ſaid company... 


And the better to prevent any: frau, colluſſen . 
deckenden e. af any gs, free, r —_— to bene 


lard in n as herein beſbre Argen It is — 
by the authority aforeſaid, that if any perſon nom free gf 
the ſaid company, or that ſhall hereaſter be made fres 
thereof, ſhall not be actually, truly and baud fdz intereſted 1M 
as to profit and loſs, in the manner and to the full extent 
as ſhall be in ſuch aecount ſet forth, without any. indemnity i 
as to the ſame, or any part thereof, from any perſon or perſons I 
whomſoever, ſuch perſons made free, or deſiring to be. made 
free, ſhall for every ſuch offence,” as well as for every time b 
he ſhall preſume to vote for a committee: man or compnittge- f 
men of the ſaid company, forfeit the ſum. of 5001. ta he cer A 
covered in manner as by the ſaid act of the twenty-third offi 
his late majeſty is directed in the clauſe, for eee Hl 
penalties; and to be applied, one rover thereof to. 6 
| Perſon who ſhall-ſue for the ſame; the other moiety for and 
towards the maintaining the forts and mera under e 
direction of the ſaid company: 
And ii is alſo hereby enacted, the more to. Helles 
the effectual puniſhment of the frauds, collufions or. mi: "i 
repreſentations aforeſaid ; that the ors Probandi ſhall lay 1 
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| ſhall be, and not upon the aue accuſing him or ſuing 
4 for the ſame. 
And be it enacted, * it is cated by the We 
aforeſaid, that it ſhall not be permitted to the committee- 
men to contract debts to or with any governor or ſervant of 
the company aforeſaid, or for any greater amount, or other 
eee than thoſe for which the annual ſupply is granted 
by parliament; and that if any governor, officer, or ſervant 
of the ſaid company ſhall advance any ſum or ſums for the | 
uſe of the ſaid company, beyond what the ſaid annual ſupply 
E ſhall without any anticipation be able to diſcharge, and be 
directed by the committee to be ſo ſupplied for the ſervice of 
1 the current year, the ſame ſhall be D forfeited 
and loſt. 
L And whereas it is | highly neceſſary for the good and 
WE: wellfare of the African trade, that the governors, chiefs or 
42 other ſervants, appointed or to be appointed by the com- 
þ | mittee- men of the ſaid company, ſhould not be connected 
in any way or manner whatſoever with any of the ſaid 
[1 committee men, other than ſimply and diſtinctly as ſervants 
1 WI the company, Be it enacted; and it is enacted by the 
N 1 authority aforeſaid, that it ſhall not be lawful for any com- 
mittee- man of the ſaid company during the exerciſe or poſ- 
1 ſeſſion of ſuch office, by himſelf or in partnerſhip, by means 
l 1 of any third perfon, or in any other way whatſoever, upon 
bis or their own account, or upon commiſſion, or by way 
| of agency, directly or indirectly to ſhip goods, or charter 
veſſels, or in any wiſe trade or have commerce with or for 


any 
6 


GE 


-any governor, chief, or other ſervant employed by or under | 


the faid company, on pain of forfeiting for every and each 1 


offence the full ſum of r, oool. to be recovered and applied 9 
as heretofore mentioned. ö 5 ; 

And for the more effectual preventing the governors of 
the forts from all manner of trade whatſoever, and for the 
encouragement of the ſhipping, by cutting off all poſſibility jjiM 


of competition between them and the forts, Be it enatted, 
and it is enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the gover- 


nors of the forts ſhall be gentlemen bearing his :majeſty's | 5 


commiſſion in the army or marine forces, and being on half- if 
pay: and that if they trade themſelves, or permit any perſon ll 
"whatſoever in or out of the fort or forts under their com- 9 


mand, on board or on ſhore, directly or indirectly to trade 0 
for them, they ſhall 1% facto be deprived of their command, 


ſent home, and rendered for ever incapable of ſerving His [48 


majeſty or the company in any capacity whatſoever, over | 


and above other — hereafter to be ſet forth ax _ ll | 4 
And for the better encouragement of ' ſuch b gend 7 

Be it enacted, and it is enacted by the authority aforeſaid, | 6 
that the governor of Cape Coaſt Caſtle ſhall have r, cool. per Wi 
annum falary, and be allowed 3000. for a table for himſelf, ii 


a commiſſioned officer as lieutenant, and a furgeon to be ap- 


pointed under him, which ſaid lieutenant ſhall have 400/. fer 1 
annum ſalary, and the ſurgeon 3007: And that the fad 
governor ſhall be commander in chief of all his majeſty”s if 
forts upon - the Gold Coaſt, and between Cape Blanco and q 
H 2 the} | 


. — 


. K 

W the Cape of Good Hope, and ſhall be moreover veſted 
with the powers of a juſtice of peace, to enable him to take 
A affidavits and redreſs ſmall complaints, -as well as give kim 
i the greater weight in adjuſting all diſputes that may ariſe 
4 between the ſhipping and the natives ; for his good and up- 
« right behaviour wherein he ſhall be ts to further 
4 | cnquiry : and that the forts called Dixcove, Annamaboe, 
| Winnebah and Accra, ſhall alſo each have a commiſſioned 
| | officer, in the army or marine forces, being on halfpay, as 
# governor, with a ſalary to each of 500ʃ. fer annum, and thall 
be ſubject to ſuch orders as they ſhall receive from the gover- 
1 Z nor of Cape Coaſt Caſtle, and that they, as well as the gover- 
3 nor of Cape Coaſt Caſtle, ſhall have a competent number of 
« © ſubaltern officers and private men under them, to render 
| them independent of the natives, and capable of protecting | 
be trade. 

And that theſe governors, though bearing his Majeſty's 
— may alſo be properly dependent on the com- 
mittee and company of merchants trading to Africa, Be it 
| enacted, and it is enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that 
by! they ſhall be appointed by the ſaid company of Merchants 
FR at a general meeting to be ordered by the committee, giving 
ga fortnight's notice in the Gazette, and ſhall then be con- 
wei by government for ſuch time only as they ſhall 
act conformably to their inſtructions, and for the benefit of 
1 5 trade; and that no commiſſion, for any governor or other 
N | officers, ſhall exceed the ſpace of three years ; though to 
4 encourage the governors of the inferior forts, and the lieu- 
tenant of Cape Coaſt Caſtle, one of them ſhall have the pre- 
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ference af ſucceeding to the command thereof, on the en 
of the governor to England, or his otherwiſe vacating his go- 
vernment ; which ſucceſſion, when there are more oompe- 
| titors than one, hall be decided by the judge and com- 

miſſioned officers of the yearly ſhips, (hereafter to be men- 
tioned) in conſideration of the intelligence they may receive 
on the ſpot, relative to their former good behaviour. i 
And be it enacted, and it is enacted by the authority {1 
aforeſaid, that the other fix forts upon the Gold Coaſt, hav- i 
ing ſome of them been found injurious to trade and the 
others unneceſſary, ſhall be no longer provided for, but marks 
of poſſeſſion with the Engliſh arms hall be left, and their 
ſtores, and whatever elſe may be uſeful conveyed to ſome of 
the five remaining forts, which yy ſtand moſt in need of 
them; which, together with the repair of the ſaid remaining 
forts, ſhall be done under the direction and by the orders of | f 
an engineer or engineers, to be ſent out expreſsly for that pur- 
poſe ; and that no governor ſhall interfere with, or have 
any hand in repairing or making any alterations in the fort 1 
under his command, upon pain of ſuſpenſion. 'M 
And Whezeas, though it was- enjoined and directed, by 1 \ 
an act paſſed in the fifth year of his preſent majeſty, entitled, . | 
An act for repealing the act veſting the fort of Senegal 
and it's dependencies, in the company of merchants trad- JW 
<< ing to Africa, &c. &c. that all the forts, warehouſes, and | 
| buildings under the direction of the ſaid company, ſhould % 
be free and open to all his Majeſty's ſubjects, for protection 4 
of their perſons and property to a certain extent, and that 


1 34 ] 
it ſhould not be lawful for any officer or ſervant employed 
by the committee of the ſaid company, to export negroes: 


from Africa upon their-own account, upon pain of diſ- 


miſſion from the ſervice of the ſaid company, yet it has 
been juſtly complained of, that the ſaid officers or ſome of 
them, contrary to their duty and the intention of parliament, 
bave, under various frivolous pretexts, refuſed the traders to 
Africa that protection for their perſons and property, that of 
night they ought chearfully and readily to have granted; 
and alſo, that ſuch officers employed by the committee, 
contrary to the injunction aforeſaid, have ſhipped off, and 
1+ 4 exported conſiderable numbers of negroes from the coaſt of 
Africa: Be it enacted, and it is enacted by the authority 
WW aforeſaid, that it ſhall not be lawful for any governor, chief 
or other officer or ſervant employed by or under the com- 
6 o © mittee, to refuſe the uſe of any warehouſe, room, or other 
| 4 place in any of the forts under the direction of the ſaid com- 
1 04 pany to any Britiſh ſubject, whenſoever he ſhall aſk it for pre- 
ſervation or defence of his perſon or property, in caſe of any 
1 4 diſpute between ſuch Britiſh ſubje& and the natives of At- 
1 5 rica, or apprehenſion of an enemy, for any reaſonable time 
chat he ſhall defire. And any governor or officer, or other 
WE. {crvant of the faid company, delaying or refuſing ſuch uſe 
| 1 of the forts, or to give a receipt for the ſaid goods or any or 
Y all protection that in his power may lie to the ſubjects 
oſ Great Britain, ſhall be diſmiſſed from the ſervice of the 
ſaid company, and if a commiſſioned officer rendered for 
ever incapable of ſerving his majeſty or the company in any 
.capacity 


ER 1 ; 


capacity whatſoever: and any governor, officer, or ſervant. 'Y 
employed by or under the faid company, ſhipping off negroes 
upon his own account, as the effects of perſons deceaſed, or 


upon any other account whatſoever, ſhall forfeit his property 
in the ſame, one half to the perſon who ſhall inform thereof, 
the other half to the maſter of the veſſel, in which the ſame 
ſhall be ſhipped; and the governor, officer or ſervant ſo 
offending be diſmiſſed from the ſervice of the faid company, 


and be rendered incapable, if a commiſſioned officer, of ever- 


ſerving his 1 or the company in any py ers what- 
ſoever. 


both incluſive, and to ſell the ſame in the colonies, whether 


Weſt India Iſlands or North America, or the ſeas thereto ad- g 
joining; and that the purchaſers thereof have a property in +1 
them, and a right to their labour and produce, they always. 


allowing them proper cloathing and maintenance : 


And be it enaffed, and it is enacted by the authority 91 
ed, that the ſaid negroes ſhall be ſecure in their lives 


and limbs, and that if any planter or other of his majeſty's 


free ſubjects, through wanton cruelty, maims a negro or 
defaces him, or cauſes him to be maimed or defaced, ſuch 
Nat) 1 . negro 


And whereas the legality of the ſaid trade to Africa for 
negroes has been diſputed, notwithſtanding cuſtom almoſt 
immemorial, and many acts of parliament for the extending, 
improving and encouraging thereof, BY it enacted, and it 
is enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that all his majeſty's 
ſubjects are free, and have a legal right to purchaſe negroe . 
ſlaves from Port Sallee in Barbary to the Cape of Good Hope, 


4 ä 
| . negro ſhall be free ; and if the ſaid negra dies, the perſon 
WW who was the cauſe thereof ſball be accountable to the laws, 
as for the loſs of any other of his majeſty's ſubjects : and if 
it appears to any of his majeſty's governors or magiſtrates 
abroad, that any planter withholds from his negrocs. proper 
| cloathing and ſufficient maintenance, for the firſt offence 
he ſhall ſuffer a fine at the diſcretion of ſuch magiſtrate, _ 
burt not exceeding 201. and for the ſecond conviction, double, 
and fo on rories guaties, until he gives them their proper 
E allowance, ſuch as may be ſettled by the laws of the colony; 
and that on the other hand, negroes convicted of idleneſs, 
neglecting their maſter's buſineſs, or abſenting themſelves 
& from their ſervice, ſhall be liable to ſuch pains and puniſh- 
ments as the laws of the colony ſhall inflict ; provided 
always that the magiſtrates, not planters, ſhall order and 
E inflict all puniſhments for offences deemed deſerving ſeverity 
4 beyond what the planters ſhall have the power of ordering, 
E which ſhall never exceed forty ftripes, undes penalty of 
50]. to be forfeited to the magiſtrate of the place, 
0 And whereas many negroes have been brought into Eng- 
1 land to the detriment of the Colonies and encreaſe of idle 
EF ſervants here, Be it enacted, and it is enacted by the autho- 
& rity aforeſaid, that from and after the fr/} day of July next 
14 enſuing whatſoever ſubject of Great Britain ſhall import a 
negroe here, ſhall attend immediately at the Cuſtom-houſe, 
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pay a duty of 10l. a head for every negroe ſo imported, and 
give in ſuch negroe's free conſent and agreement, ſigned by 
him or her voluntarily, to return from whence he or ſhe came, 
1 within 


| 39> J! 

within the ſpace of two years; and ſhall give a bond of gol. | 
to government for ſuch negroe's return within ſuch time, and q 
to produce a certificate thereof under pain of ſorſeiting the 
faid bond, in which two reputable houſekeepers ſhall alſo 
be joined with the importer, and all three jointly and ſeve-ä 
rally ſhall be liable to the fame : and whatſoever ſubject of | it 
Great Britain ſhall import a negroe without conforming to 
the above directions, ſhall forfeit 1o0l. for every negroe ſo 
imported, half to the perſon who ſues: for the ſame, and half 
to the uſe of his majeſty ; and the negroe ſhall be free: | 1 
Excepting always ſuch negroes as may be hired to aſſiſt in | ji 
bringing a ſhip home, who ſhall be reſtored to their owners 
eſtates abroad and ſent back by the firſt opportunity, : 1! 
And to prevent frauds and colluſions by ſuch negroes 1 ; 
being called free, Be it enacted, and it is enacted by the 8-1 
authority aforeſaid, that whatſoever negroe comes, or is 
brought here under that denomination after the faid jir/# [ $7 
day of July next enſuing, ſhall pay sol. at the cuſtom 1 F 
houſe, to be reſtored for his or her uſe on, firſt, a certificate 
of his or her failing from England, and next, another cer- 1 4 
tificate of his or her being landed, and reſident in the j 
colonies abroad; and that if any negroe on landing does 
not comply with the above directions, ſuch negroe o i 
neglecting ſhall forfeit xool. or be ſent back to the place 
from whence he or ſhe came; which ſaid rool. ſhall be B 
recovered and diſpoſed of as above directed. i 
And to enſure juſtice and good uſage to the natives 0 09 
Africa upon their own Coaſts, and to deter the maſters Of 


N 
veſſels employed in the trade thereto more effectually from 
uſing any violence to, or forcibly carrying away any native 
thereof, whether a freeman or a ſlave, Be it enacted, and it 
is enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that any commander or 
maſter of a veſſel, that ſhall by violence or fraud carry away 
any native of Africa, not purchaſed in the fair courſe of 
that trade, ſhall, for every native ſo carried away, . forfeit 
I the ſum of 1ool. if ſuch native be a ſlave, and 200]. 
| =. if he or ſhe be free, to be recovered and applied, as before 
is mentioned; and ſhall moreover repurchaſe; and reſtore 
hint or her to his or her own country or owner therein, and 


allowed to fail as captain of any veſſel in any trade whatſo- 
W cover. 

= Aud be it enacted, and it is enacted. by the authority 
WE aforciaid, that whatever merchant or maſter of a veſſel, from 
WE Great Britain to the colonies, ſhall, by contract made in 
0 4 Europe or America, agree to furniſh any French ſhip on 
WE the coaſt of Africa with negroes, ſhall forfeit treble the 
[88 value of ſuch negroes ſo diſpoſed of, one third to the perſon 
. 4 who ſues for the ſame, one third for the maintenance of the 
ports, and one third for the uſe of his majeſty. 

þ And Whereas an inhibition lies againſt ſome articles of 
WP trade, neceſſary for the coaſt of Africa, going out in ſmall 
I E: veſſels, which ſort of veſſels are abſolutely requiſite for many 
rivers, which will not admit large ones, BY it enacted, and 
it is enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that veſſels of any 
8 ze ſhall be allowed to ſhip rum, tobacco, teas, and ſpirits 
with 


$ 
= 


produce a certificate therof, under penalty of never being 


© WJ 
with the uſual drawbacks, upon the owner and maſter giving 
bond that the ſaid veſſel is intended for the coaſt of Africa, 
naming the port ſhe is bound to, and engaging under pro- 


per penalties, that no part or parcel ſhall be relanded | 
in Europe : And be it enacted, alſo that all veſſels trading 
to the river Gambia, ſhall be allowed to carry out ſuch a a 
quantity of crewels, as ſhall be neceſſary to make up their | 


aſſortment, on giving bond, that the ſaid crewels are for 


ſuch' ſervice only, and ſhall be landed in ſome town or | 


factory, or otherwiſe diſpoſed of within the river Gambia; 
and that ſo much of a former act of parliament as ſubjects 


the owners and maſters of ſhips ſo deſtined for Gambia to 


any loſs for having ſuch crewels on board, ſhall be and is 
hereby repealed. | | 
And for the better detection of any deceit « or impoſition 
in the annual accounts, directed by the act of the twenty 
third of his late majeſty to be laid before the Curſitor Baron 
of the Exchequer, the ſame is hereby ordered to be formed 
agreeable to the ſame act, by the committee, within one 
month from the expiration of their office annually, and 
then to lie for the remainder of that month, and the ſpace 
of one month more, open for the inſpection and obſervation 


of the freemen of the ſaid company at their office in 


London, immediately after which it is to be laid before a 
general meeting of the freemen of the ſaid company to be 
had in London, of which fourteen days notice. ſhall be given 
in the London Gazette, and ſuch meeting ſhall not be at 


any time within c one month for the general election of com- 


221 mittee- 
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9 
mittee- men of the ſaid company; and until ſuch meeting 
the ſaid accounts ſhall not be deemed to be valid, or be 
capable of being laid before the Curſitor Baron of the Ex- 
chequer. f 

And to prevent any exaction or collefion: by or in any 


| committee-man or officer employed by or under the company 


1 aforeſaid, from any perſon appointed by Or trafficked with 


by the ſaid company or committee thereof, Be it enacted, 
and it is enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that any com- 


4 mittee-man, officer or other ſervant belonging to the ſaid 
= company, accepting of any money by way of fee, gratuity 
4 or reward, otherwiſe than is by law permitted, ſhall be for 
erer incapable of ſervice to, by or under the faid company, 


And for the better ſupplying the ſoldiers and inferior 


Us q officers employed in the ſaid forts, Be it enacted, and it is 


enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that the ſaid committee, 


4 3 under penalty of fine or diſmiſſion, ſhall take care that they 


baue at leaſt as ample food, and as proper and wholeſome 
drink and cloathing, ſuitable for the climate, as any of his 


majeſty's forces ſtationed abroad; and ſhall ſend ſuch food, 


1 I drink and cloathing themſelves for ſuch purpoſes, and not 


i | leave the ſame or any part thereof to be furniſhed by the 


9 governors or other officers of the forts in any degree, that 
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can in the nature of things be prevented : and for ſo much 
as may remain due or owing to any ofhcer or ſoldier in the 
ſervice of the ſaid company after defraying the charge of 
neceſſary food and raiment, and deduQting ſuch remittances 
as they may make to their relations or friends in England, 
4. the 


* 
the ſaid committee- men ſhall cauſe the ſame to be paid to 
ſuch officers or ſoldiers in filver ſpecie. +# 
And to the intent that all abuſes in the African trade 1 
may be effectually and ſpeedily rectified, & it enadted, and | | 
it is enacted by the authority aforeſaid, that copies of this 
act ſhall be immediately ſent out to all the governors of 
the forts on the Gold Coaſt, and that they, and their officers 
and ſervants, be directed to hold themſelves in readineſs | Fol 
to return to England by the fn day of July next enſuing, | 5 
under penalty of confiſcation of their effects, one half to the 1 
captains of men of war ſent out with the next governors, 


o * 
+3 $684 


according to this act, and the other half for the maintenance L 15 
of the forts, which are deſigned to be kept up: and that a 
general meeting of the African traders, qualified as by this i 4 
act is directed, on or before the /aff day of April next 15 
enſuing, ſhall be held at their chamber in London, on the Fa 
ſecond day of May next enſuing, where the intended gover- 
nors, officers and ſervants of the five forts of Cape Coaſt | 1 
Caſtle, Dixcove, Annamaboe, Winnebah and Accra ſhall | 
be elected, and application made to government that a com- j fl 


petent number of ſoldiers be ordered to be got ready with 4 


4 
'T 
p 


. 

ol 
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all poſſible diſpatch, and all neceſſary . proviſions anc 


change of men nc och may at once take ENF T = by 
England and Africa; and that with them one or more en 
gineers ſhall alſo be ſent out, who ſhall be and are hereb 
made, ſubject to the ſame reſtrictions as to trade, as the ge 

verno 


— 4 a 
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vernors of the forts are by this a& declared to be, which 
engineers ſhall inſpect the ſaid five forts, and give directions 
for putting them in proper and reſpectable repair, which 
directions the ſaid governors ſhall comply with and not be 
permitted to make any alterations: And that the ſaid 
engineers ſhall receive and tranſmit home, an account of all 
the ſtores and other public effects in the forts, for the improper 
deficiencies whereof at the time of taking the inventory, the 
preſent committee and governors ſhall be accountable ; as 
ſhall every ſucceeding governor for deficiencies in his time, 
upon quitting his command and returning to England. 

And in aid of the ſupport of the forts and expences hereby 
incurred, a tax of one or two ſhillings per ton {hall be levied 
on all ſhips and veſſels fitted out from Great Britain or her 
colonies for the African trade, from and after the fr/# day 
of January, 1773. 
And that theſe regulations and all future orders of ſuc- | 
ceeding committees ſhall be effectually and conſtantly 
complied with, Be it enacted, and it is enacted by the au- 
thority aforeſaid, that every September in every ſucceeding 
year, a fifty or ſixty gun man of war with one or more fri- 
gates, and a tender, ſhall fail from England with a prudent 
perſon of reputation learned in the law, who ſhall act as judge, 
and the captains and commiſſioned officers of the ſaid veſſels 
as jury, who ſhall ſtop at every place of trade upon the Coaſt, 
and hear and redreſs all grievances and abuſes committed by 
the Britiſh ſubjects againſt the natives and vice ver/d ; for 


Fw hich purpoſe they {hall be empowered to enter into, and 
ſettle 


1 


ſettle treaties with the natives, and that they ſhall have power 
to force all offenders to make recompence for offences to the 
parties injured, and to order or bring ſuch perſons home from 
oft the Coaſt, who ſhall be guilty of any enormities ; and 
{hall bring back an account of all their tranſactions, and of 
complaints againſt maſters of ſhips, or governors and officers 
of the company, who ſhall be proceeded againſt according 
to the directions of the committee as authoriſed by this act: 
And that upon their return, a frigate ſhall carry out officers 
to ſupply vacancies, or in the room of ſuch as have been 
brought home, or by their improper behaviour deſerved to 
be ſuperſeded ; which frigate ſhall convoy one or more ſtore 
ſhips with ſuch things, not articles of trade, as ſhall be wanted 
upon the Coaſt for the maintenance of the forts, of which 
there ſhall conſtantly in each be at leaſt four months 
ſupply. 

And be if enacted, and it is nated by the atharity 
aforeſaid, that all cauſes heard upon the Coaſt ſhall be with- 
out any manner of charges upon any pretence whatſoever to 


either party, and that the judge, officers, ſecretary or other | | 4 


perſons whatſoever, convicted of receiving any fee, gratuity 
or reward, or of trading in any manner whatſoever, ſhall be 
deprived of his office and of one year's ſalary thereof, and be 
rendered incapable of ever holding any civil or military office 
under his majeſty for the time to come. 


And be it enacted, and it is enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, that all other regulations and ſupplies which the 


committee ſhall think requiſite, and which ſhall receive the 
3 appro- 


1 64 ] 
approbation of a general meeting of the merchants trading 
to Africa, free of the ſaid company, though not in this act 
expreſſed, ſhall be ſettled and provided for ; and that theſe 
general orders ſhall have the force of a law, where they are 
not contrary to the intent and meaning of the legiſlature, or 
the general intereſt and emolument of the African trade. 
And be it enacted, and it is enacted by the authority afore- 
ſaid, that ſuch parts of this act as have dates affixed to them 
ſhall be in force according to ſuch dates, and that the whole 
of the a& ſhall commence and be in force from and after the 


firſt day of July next enſuing. 
: .CONCLUSI-ON. 


IT only remains to be obſerved, that this Treatiſe is not 
the reverie of any one ſingle perſon, but the joint ſentiments 
of the beſt writers upon trade, and the reſult of the united 
opinions of the moſt capital merchants to Africa, drawn from 


their long experience and perfect knowledge of the ſubject, 
and collected by 


AN AFRICAN MERCHANT. 


2 * 
1 — 
0 * 
o * 
£ "> \ 
# 
* = 
*. 3% N 
* 5 


APPENDIX. 


APPENDIX 


T 


[A] 


2 


— 


H E Importance of the African Trade will appear by che 
following State of it in the Year 1771. 


. > 


* gone. No. of Ships | 12 of Negroes. 2 uhoſs Direttion 
— — — — — 1— — | 
Senexinibia. | 
3-310, and 
Cape N a Cape 43 40 A To af Owns Government, | 
. Gold Coaſt. IEEE 
Windward Coaſt. A | 
Cape Rouge to Cape 56 11,960 ? 
Apollonia. b Bua | | | 
Bite. 3 | 
Lagos to Cape Lopes. 1 5% % 2330 N | Merchants, | 
ws | 
ne * | 
Cape Lopez to Cape of | 4 1,050 
Grd Hope Pap j| 
| 
- OED 1 Ta 
Total | 195 47,146 —_ le * 
of theſe 195 Ships, 107 went from: Liverpool for — 29,250 
58 went from London for — 38,136 Negrets 
25 went from Briſtol for — 8, 80 


5 went from Lancaſter for 


in the Year 1752, 88 Ships went from England for 25,920 Negroes. 
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fo ew the State of the Trade from LivERPOOL the 3 Aron, 


roy. 


1730 — 
8 
1744 - 
175 - 
7 
. 
1754 = 
* 
1756 — 
1757 
1758 = 
1759 = 
1700 « 

Beſides. 


e e TEST 


from 1709 ta 1771, 1s Anfertea. 4 

1 Veſſet> | 1761 69 Veſſels ©* cn He 
15 Ditto 1762 61 Ditto . 
33 Ditto 1763 74 Ditto 

34 Ditto 1764 74 Ditto 

53 Ditto. | 176g 80 Ditto and 4-ſhallops -, 
$8 Ditto 1] 2766, 61 Ditto | 
73 Ditto _. 1] 2763 83 Ditto and 3 ditto .. 
72 Ditto [| 1768 81 Ditto and 3 ditto + _ 
41 Ditto [| 176g 96 Ditto 

60 Ditto 1% 86 Ditto 
47 Ditto . 771 113 Ditto; thoſe now fit= © 
z Ditto ting out included. 
58 Ditto TIL .. Authentic lis el theſs with the”, 
74 Ditto I heady for inſpeRtion, if defired. WR ww 


theſe ſhips, there go annually fram North-America and the 


Weſt-Indies at leaſt 60 or 70, and they are yearly increaſing, and that 2 


their numbers now are conſiderable will appear by a certificate ſigned by 
thirteen Captains of veſlels in the road vf Annamabod againſt the 
governors of the 'forts, added towards the end of ls — fix of 


whom came from the colonies. 


f 


Gold imported from the Gold Coaſt before the committee 6 time, was . 
annually from 120,000 to 150,000 ounces; and one year 400,000 guineas 
were coined from what was brought from thenee 3 beſides 1 $0,000 ., 


Negroes have been purchaſed there in a year? 


By a calculation of the trade and the ſhips employed 1 in it it appears, - 
that at leaſt One Million and an Half of Money is annually remitted 
ta. Great-Britain for Negroes, and that the value of other articles im- 
ported, as gold, wax, ivory, malaguetta pepper, rice, ebony, redwood, 
and other dyeing woods, amounts to at leaſt half a million more; fo 
that two millions of money is brought home by this trade in its pfeſ 


. ſtate, 


APPENDIX A.) 


Nate, and it is univerſally allowed, it 2 be encreaſed infinitely 
more by proper regulations. 


It now employs above 50,000 ton of ſhipping, and is carried on chiefly 
by our own manufaQures, and furniſhes the Colonies with 40,000 la- 
bourers yearly. The advantage to the revenue is equal to that of the 
merchants, and whatſoever is the annual value of the Negroes imported 
into our Colonies, ſo much is the benefit ariſing to government from 
the duties of the commodities produced by their labour: As for example, 
very Negro is admitted, befides earning proviſiens for .himſelf, to pro- 
duce by cultivation an hogſhead of ſugar ; ſuppoſing that to weigh 12 
Ct. the duty is 31. 16s. od. (being 6s. 4d. per Ct.) and that being con- 
ſidered as an annuity for the Negroe's life 1 is * 381. which is about 
the value of a new Negro. : 


The great encreaſe of the cultivated lands in our Colonies accounts , 
for ſo great a number of Negroes being ſent there yearly, and ſuch 108 
profits accruing from their cultivation: and many are now clearing other 
lands, and will ſoon make ſimilar returns. It has been ſaid, that the num- 
bers ſent aroſe from ſo many dying in the Colonies from ill uſage, but that 48 
is by no means true: the Planters conſider their own intereſt, and u 
them better than they do our own convicts, fot this plain reaſon, tha 
in the latter they have only a temporary intereſt, in the former a permanent 
one; ſo that were our Plantations abroad carried on by indented a bv 
rom England, the ſame reaſoning would hold good, and the labour the7ß 
muſt undergo being increaſed by the ſhort duration of property their | 
maſters had in them, and by their own unfitneſs to work in thoſe hot 
Climates, would be ſuch à drain of men as the Parent Country could 
not ſupport, See Letter [1.] at the end of the Appendix. 
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APPENDIX (8B) 


B. 


H RE E of the following treatiſes, ſigned Mercator, appeared 
in the papers of June and July laſt, and, tho' they have met with 
much abuſe, have had no rational confutation. In the ſecond, Mercator 
ſeems to apprehend more pernicious conſequences from Lord Mansfield's 
deciſion, than the generality of Merchants have thought of, who have 
employed their time on that ſubject, which ſhall be taken notice of ig 
its proper place, and ſome further thoughts ſubmitted to the public. 


Thoughts upon the Lawfulneſs and Expediency of the Suave Trane, 
adareſſed to the Socixær Y of MERCHANTS trading to Africa bg 
the Port of London. 


PHE origin of ſlavery may perhaps admit of a doubt, but boch facred 
and profane hiſtory concur in allowing it to have been the practice, 

even from the earlieſt account of time. Among the Heathens, con- 
queſt undoubtedly was their plea for enſlaving the vanquiſhed countries; 
and Herodotus, in his Melpomene, adds, the many cruelties practiſed 
by the Scythians, and other neighbouring nations, on their priſoners of 
war, whom they looked upon as entirely their property, and whom, if 
they did not carry away captive, they put to death upon the ſpot. The 
Greeks and Romans, in their brighteſt and moſt learned æras, had their 
laves, both taken in war and purchaſed with money, and from their 
times down to the preſent it has been the univerſal practice of not only 
every birbarous, but every civilized nation. I have been obliged to pre- 
face my ſentiments with the ſanction of profane antiquity to defend 
myſelf from the ſneers of thoſe great geniuſes who allow of no authority 
drawn from ſacred hiſtory; but to the ſedate, to the reaſonable, to the 
Chriſtian readers, I ſhall more fully ſet forth the lawfulneſs of the Slave 
Trade from the expreſs allowance of it in Holy Writ. As to its origin, 
it 


* 


it may poſſibly be derived from that ſentence expreſſed againſt Canaan 
(from whom the Africans are deſcended) by his father Noah at the 
hour of, his death.“ *\Curſed be Canaan, a ſervant of ſervants ſhall he 
be unto his brethren.” - But hoth the origin of ſlavery, and the colour 
of. the Africans, being incapable; of poſitive proof, I. ſhall leave theſe 
points for the curious, und proceed to the more expreſs mention of ſla» 
very. When Joſeph was ruler in Egypt, under Pharaoh, in the ſecond 
year, when the Egyptians had parted with their money and cattle: for 
bread, they came to Joſeph, and ſaid, * There is not aught left in the 
fight of my Lord, hut our bodies and our lands: buy us and our land 
for bread, and we and our land will be ſervants-unto Pharaoh.” By the 
Egyptians ſayingithey/had nothing, left but their bodies and their lands, 
it is plain that both were conſidered as property; as abſolute goods and 
chattels, as their money and their cattle; and the boors in Ruſſia and 
Poland were, and may be now, in ſome places, obliged to till the ground 
for their Lord's profit; a plain relic of this Egyptian ſervitude in both 
inſtances, bodies and lands. Had this been contrary to the law of God, 


it would doubtleſs have been forbidden, and probably in the Command» 


ments from the Mount; but by them their proper treatment only is ex- 
acted, not their freedom. They ſay, © | The ſeventh day is the ſabbath 
of the Lord thy God, in it thou ſhall not do any work, nor thy man- 
ſervant, nor thy maid-ſervant.” The, ſouls of their ſervants were their 
own, and were .not to be under the dominion of their maſters : they 
were to have one day allowed them for the ſervice of God, but their 
bodies were their maſter's property, and for them they were to work the 
other fix days. The law of God allows it poſſible even for an Hebrew 
to be a ſlave, by eſtabliſhing the different treatment he is to receive from 
the hands of his brethten. If thou buy an Hebrew ſervant, fix 
years he ſhall ſerve, and in the ſeventh he ſhall go out free for nothing. 
If he came in by bimſelſ, he ſhall go out by himſelf ; if he were mar- 
ried, then his wife ſhall go out with him. If his maſter have given him 
a wite, and * have borne him ſons and mg the wife and her 


| chil. 
. Geneſis i ix. 25, 1 Geneſ's my 16, 19, 1 Exodus x2; 10. Exodus xxi. 2, 3, &e. 
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children ſhall be her maſter's, and he ſhall go out by himfelf. And if 
the ſervant ſhall plainly ſay, I love my maſter, my wife, and my chil- 
dren, I will not go out free, then his maſter ſhall bring him unto the 
Judges ; he ſhall alſo bring him unto the door-poſt, and his maſter ſhall 
bore his ear through with an awl, and he ſhall ſerve him for ever!" 
By this expreſs law, as to their own nation, it is as certain they bought 
others. They could give them wives, and retain them and their chil< 
dren, and if the very Hebrews once paſſed the firſt opportunity of the 
ſabbatical year to aſſert their freedom, they, like the ſlaves of other nations, 
were fixed to the frechold, and continued ſervants for ever. Their fix 
years ſervitude was like that of ſuch of our indented ſervants, as ferve fo 
many years for a ſum of money laid down, and which in that time they may 
be ſuppoſed to have earned, and it would be the greateſt abſurdity to ima- 
gine, a foreign ſlave ſhould be inſtantly free on touching His:maſter's 
home, when a native was confined to a ſix years ſervitude probably for 
a leſs price. The law goes on, * If a man ſell his daughter, ſhe ſhall 
not, &c,” By this itappezrs, that ſlavery might ariſe from the will of 
the father of the family, ſubject nevertheleſs to ſuch reſttictions as the 
3 of God laid down. In the 21ſt verſe it is expreſly ſaid of the maÞs 
«© The ſervant is his money; yet he could not be wantonly cruel, 
= the ſmiting a ſervant fo as that he loft an eye or a tooth + made 
him free. His neighbour could not injure him in his property, for if 
A his ox killeth a man or maid ſervant, he ſhall give unto their maſter 
thirty ſhekels of filver.” Here was the price ſet on the head of each, 
and the maſter indemnified. Zechariah records the ſame price, and this 
price the malicious rulers of the ſynagogue gave the infatuated Judas for 
his ſacred Maſter, as if they had been purchaſing a common flave.—In 
the more full declaration of the law in Leviticus, 25th chapter, after 
the ſtatutes for ſecaring land, houſes, and other poſſeſſions, in the families 
en whom they were firſt beſtowed, and to whom every goth, or jubilee 
*. they were to return, there follows the law of flaves in theſe clear 
55 terme 


Exodus xxi. 7, &c. + Ibid. ver, 26, 27. Ibid, ver, 32.— Tech. v. 11, 12. 
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terms: If thy brother that q welleth by thee be wazen poor and be ſold 
unto thee, thou ſhalt not compel him to ſerve as a bond-ſervamt, but as 
an hired ſervant and gs a ſojourner he ſhall be with chee; and ſhall ferve 
theo unto-the year of jubilee : and then ſhall he depart from thee; both 
be and his children with him, and ſhall (return unto his own family, 
and unto the poſſeſſion of his fathers ſhall he return, For they are my 
ſervants, which I brought forth out of the land of Egypt; they ſhall 
not be ſold as bondmen. Thou ſhalt not rule over him with rigour, 
but ſhalt fear thy God. Both thy bondmen and thy bondmaids which 
thou ſhalt Have, ſhall be of the heathen that are round you: of them 
Mall ye buy bondmen and bondmaids. Moreover of the children of the 
ſtrangers that do ſojourn among ye, af them ſhall ye: buy and of their 
families that are with you, which they begat in your land, and they 
ſhall be your poſſeſſion; And ye ſhall take them as an inheritance for 
your children. efter you to inherit, them for a poſſeſſion ; they ſhall be 
your bondmen for ever; but over your brethren the children of Iſrael ye 
ſhall not rule one over another with rigour. Af thy brother ſelleth him- 
{elf to the ſtranger or ſojourner by thee, he may be redeemed again, 
and if he be not redeemed, then he ſhall go out in the year of e 
both he and his children with him. For unto me the children of Israel 
are ſeryants, they are my ſervants, whom I brought forth out of- the land 
of Egypt; ; I am the Lord your God.“ ; 
This is fa clear as to need no comment : there i is a eaten onkie to 
let the children of Iſrael go free for this plain reaſon, that they are the ' "is 
fervants of the Lord their God: he redeemed them, and his they are, | 
and are only to perform a reaſonable time of ſervituds ; but of the nations kN 
round about, or dwelling among them, they are to purchaſe bond-ſervants, || 
' which are to be their poſſeſſion, and like other goods and chattels deſcend 
to their heirs for ever, as was the caſe of the Gibeonites, who were made 110 
perpetual * ſlaves, (being hewers of wood and drawers of water for the, jr" 
congregation) and as ſuch, exempted from the toll demanded of other 
free ads and though they ſeparated themſelves from the cuſtoms of * G 

"IP * we il 
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the heathen and walked in the law of God, were yet, under the name of 
Nethinim, continued in the ſame ſtate of ſlavery and ſervice of the altar 
as long as the temple itſelf exiſted. As to ſlavery then thus ſtands that 
law, of which Moſes ſaid, © [Behold .I: bave taught you ſtatutes and 
jadgments, even as the Lord my God commanded: me, that ye ſhould 
do fo in the land, whither ye go to poſleſs it. Keep therefore and do 
them, for this is your wiſdom and your underſtanding in the ſight of 
the nations which ſhall hear all theſe ſtatutes, and ſay, Surely this great 
nation is a wiſe and underſtanding people: For what nation is there 6 
great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all 
things that we call upon him for? And what nation is there ſo great, 
that hath ſtatutes and judgments ſo ren aun all * * which 
I ſet before you this di??? e . ov th; | 


Thus ſtands that law, of which a greater chi Moſes faid, . Think 
not that I am come to deſtroy the law and the prophets. 'T came not 
to deſtroy, but to fulfil, for I ſay unto you, till heaven and earth paſs 
away, one jot or one tittle all in no wiſe paſs away from the law till 
all be fulfilled.” And if ſlavery had been contrary to juſtice, which is 
the true humanity ; if it had been contrary to Chriſtian charity, which is 
as much ſuperior to the boaſted humanity of philoſophy as diamonds to glaſs, 
inſtead of enforcing the laws delivered to the Jews by his heavenly Father, 
our gracious lawgiver would have repealed that part of it, as well as the 
carnal ordinances it enjoined. Shall we then train at a gnat and ſwallow 
a camel ? Shall we retain an indented ſervant, who is one of our brethren, 
in hard and difagreeable ſervice ; and yet under a vain pretence of liberty, 
ſet an alien free at once, whoſe whole time we have purchaſed ? Shall we 
for a trifling debt enſlave a brother for life in a loathſome priſon, and give 
an alien by inſtant freedom ſuch privileges as are ſuperior to any which 
we enjoy ourſelves? Forbid it, heaven! forbid it, national juſtice! Caſt 
out the bondwoman and her ſons, and let them not have a ſuperiority or 
even a portion among us. Let them have no footing in England. They 
have enough abroad, for their privileges in-our colonies are already much 
fuperior to any they enjoy in their own country. Look at them in 
Africa: there thoſe indeed are fold who are ſlave by deſcent, or have 

com- 
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committed ſuch villainies, as the laws of their own country condemn | 
them to ſlavery for. There they have no chance of ever being free; there 
they have no ſort of property, and their very lives are ſubject to their 
maſters caprice without fear of puniſhment, or being in any degree 
accountable. Some indeed are captives taken in war, whom if we did Yi 
not purchaſe, hey would maſſacre. The barbarity of their own maſters I 
makes them think we buy them only to eat them, and this miſtaken 
notion is the only thing that tempts them to riſe in mutiny. But of all 
thoſe who have purchaſed their freedom, or whom the liberality of their 
maſters has made free, not one individual ever yet returned or wiſhed to N 
return to their own country; nor would any one of them accept of their 4 
freedom on ſuch terms: a plain proof, that they are in a much better % 
ſituation than ever they could poſſibly expect to be if at home. For with 48 
us, though ſlaves, their property is ſacred ; and numbers, in an actual IW 
ſtate of ſlavery, have property to the amount of three, four or five hundred 
pounds ſterling, who yet will not buy their liberty, though they could 
have it for one fifth of what they are poſſeſſed of : With us their lives 
are ſecured by our laws; and with us they are maintained when old and 
paſt their labour. When we have heaped ſo many advantages on them, 
ſhall we inconſiderately make them equal to ourſelves, nay, give them a 
ſuperiority, and make them our maſters? Who are we that judge other 
men's ſervants ? By their own laws they are ſuch. I do not deſcend to 
the ſophiſms or gloſſes of the law, but go to the fountain head and foun- 
dation of all law, to that ſacred book, which once was eſteemed worthy of 
being our guide, and the nearer to which human laws approached, the, 
more pure they formerly were adjudged to be: And I cannot doubt | 
but that unprejudiced truth, flowing from ſuch a fountain, will bear 
down the oppoſition of licentiouſneſs and folly, though tricked out in the 
borrowed garb of liberty and humanity. 1 

If then we have the laws of God on our ſide, and if we really oonfer a ne 
benefit on the ſlaves we purchaſe, we may be allowed to conſider in thle nl 
next place how this fooliſhly- wiſhed · for liberty of theits may affect our 
political ſtate. If we do not go beyond our duty as ſubjects to the king 
of Heaven, we may be allowed to conſult in the next place the intereſt 
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the heathen and walked in the law of God, were yet, under the name of 
Nethinim, continued in the ſame ſtate of ſlavery and ſervice of the altar 
s long as the temple itſelf exiſted. As to ſlavery then thus ſtands that 
law, of which Moſes ſaid, *© Behold .I: bave taught you : ſtatutes, and 
jadgments, even as the Lord my God commanded. me, that ye ſhould 
do fo in the land, whither ye go to poſleſs it. Keep therefore and do 
them, for this is your wiſdom and your underſtanding in the fight of 
the nations which ſhall hear all theſe ſtatutes, and ſay, Surely this great 
nation is a wiſe and, underſtanding people: For. what nation is there ſo 
great, who hath God ſo nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all 
things that we call upon him for? And what nation is there ſo great, 
that hath ſtatutes and judgments ſo * ag all. er __ . 
I ſet before you this dayi??: „ (oil doide oy dun- | 


Thus ſtands that law, of which a greater can Moſes ſaid, Think 
not that I am come to deſtroy the law and the prophets. I came not 
to deſtroy, but to fulfil, for I ſay unto you, till heaven and earth paſs 
away, one jot or one title ſhall in no wiſe paſs away from the law till 
all be fulfilled.” And if ſlavery had been contrary to juſtice, which is 
the true humanity ; if it had been contrary to Chriſtian charity, which is 
as much ſuperior to the boaſted humanity of philoſophy as diamonds to glaſs, 
inſtead of enforeing the laws delivered to the Jews by his heavenly Father, 
our gracious lawgiver would have repealed that part of it, as well as the 
carnal ordinances it enjoined. Shall we then train at a gnat and ſwallow 
a camel ? Shall we retain an indented ſervant, who is one of our brethren, 
in hard and difagreeable ſervice; and yet under a vain pretence of liberty, 
fet an alien free at once, whoſe whole time we have purchaſed ? Shall we 
for a trifling debt enſlave a brother for life in a loathſome priſon, and give 
an alien by inſtant freedom ſuch privileges as are ſuperior to any which 
we enjoy ourſelves? Forbid it, heaven! forbid it, national juſtice! Caſt 
out the bondwoman and her ſons, and let them not have a ſuperiority or 
even a portion among us. Let them have no footing in England. They 
have enough abroad, for their privileges in-our colonies are already much 
fuperior to any they enjoy in their own country. Look at them in 
Africa: there thoſe indeed are ſold who are llavey by deſcent, or have 
com- 
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committed fach villainies, as the laws of their own country condemn | | 
them to ſlavery for. There they have no chance of ever being free; there ; 
they have no ſort of property, and their very lives are ſabje& to their Þ 
maſters caprice without fear of puniſhment, or being in any degree 
accountable. Some indeed are captives taken in war, whom if «ve did TH 
not purchaſe, zhey would maſſacre. The barbarity of their own maſters 1 
makes them think we buy them only to eat them, and this miſtaken 
notion is the only thing that tempts them to riſe in mutiny. But of all 9 
thoſe who have purchaſed their freedom, or whom the liberality of their . 
maſters has made free, not one individual ever yet returned or wiſhed to . 
return to their own country; nor would any one of them accept of their 
freedom on ſuch terms: a plain proof, that they are in a much better 
ſituation than ever they could poflibly expect to be if at home. For with 1 
us, though ſlaves, their property is ſacred ; and numbers, in an actual Wh 
ſtate of ſlavery, have property to the amount of three, four or five hundred 
pounds ſterling, who yet will not buy their liberty, though they could 
have it for one fifth of what they are poſſeſſed of: With us their lives 
are ſecured by our laws; and with us they are maintained when old and Wl 
paſt their labour. When we have heaped ſo many advantages on them, 
ſhall we inconſiderately make them equal to ourſelves, nay; give them a W 
ſuperiority, and make them our maſters? Who are we that judge other 4 i 
men's ſervants ? By their own laws they are ſuch. I do not deſcent! to 
the ſophiſms or gloſſes of the law, but go to the fountain head and foun- | „ ti 
dation of all law, to that ſacred book; which once was eſteemed worthy of | 
being our guide, and the nearer to which human laws approached, the 9 


more pure they formerly were adjudged to be: And I cannot doubt ; 


but that unprejudiced truth, flowing from ſuch a fountain, will bear 1 
down the oppoſition of licentiouſneſs and folly, though tricked out in the 1 


borrowed garb of liberty and humanity. J bt 
If theh we have the laws of God on our fide, and if we really confer a. W my 


benefit on the ſlaves we purchaſe, we may be allowed to conſider in the | 
next place how this fooliſnly- wiſhed - for liberty of theits may affect our 
political ſtate. If we do not go beyond our duty as ſubjects to the King 
of Heaven, we may be allowed to conſult in the next place the intereſt 
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of our King on earth, the dignity of his crown, and the welfare of his 
empire. This may be laid down as an axiom: If the Africans are 
adjudged free in Great Britain, they will not long be otherwiſe in the 
colonies. They have ſenſe, and ſome of them great abilities: all of 
them reſolution and contempt of death. They now are with difficulty 
kept in ſubjection, but then they would to a man rebel, and allow their 
maſters no portion of that favour, which hey allow to them. They would 
act by their own laws. Conqueſt would make them our maſters, and we 
ſhould hold our lives and properties at their caprice, whoſe ſport is to do 
miſchief, and whoſe wantonneſs is cruelty. A few from hence, with the 
arts they have learned among us, would return to the colonies, ſpirit up 
the reſt, and conquer, pillage, and deſtroy, though they cannot long enjoy 
the fruits of their conqueſt; to the utter ſtagnation of trade, the 
deſtruction of commerce, and the infinite loſs of the Weſt · India pro- 
prietors, merchants, and others connected with them, which would be 
a ſeverer blow than we ever yet felt -a blow, which half a century would 
not recover, and which God in his mercy avert from us. If we ſhould 
not have ſenſe enough to maintain that a bare croſſing the ſea, and ſet- 
ting foot on Britiſh ground, ſhall not diveſt us of our property in them, 
they will have ingenuity enough to eſcape here in ſhoals: They will 
people our iſland with Cahbans, and Britons become a motley race, 
ſprung from deſpicable fugitives and horrid miſcreants, whom their own 
land has vomited forth. It is pity the good ſenſe of individuals had nat 
for ever prevented this coming into a queſtion, by reſtraining them 
within thoſe limits, where only they can be uſeful, and where our own. 
ſubjects cannot ſupport the heat, as they can. | 
But as it is now become a queſtion, and we "nn no law to ſettle it hs 
let us take the ſcriptures for our preſent guide, and I hope the good ſenſe 
of the legiſlature will ſoon eſtabliſh a proper law to ſecure that property to 
us, for the attaining of which we have not only the faith, but the encou- 
ragement of both houſes of parliament, with the ſanction of our gracious 
monarch. - The African trade is ſubject to too many inconveniencies and 
diſcouragements, to load it with more; though indeed this rather lays 
the axe to the root of it at once. Let then the legiſlature reflect that the 
| ſlave- 
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ſlave-trade, under proper regulations, is abſolutely and eſſentially neceſſary | 
not only to the well-being, but to the very exiſtence of our colonies ; 
that it is by much the moſt valuable branch of commerce which as a 


maritime nation we now enjoy; that in manufactures and ſhipping there 


is to the value of 100,0001. monthly exported in this trade; that it is 


not contrary to the laws of God, and has been ratified by thoſe of men; 
and that freedom granted to negroes in England would totally deſtroy 


this trade throughout all our empire, and leave our natural enemies in the ſole 


poſſeſſion of this our chief ſource of wealth and commerce. Let the 


legiſlature think at the ſame time of having thoſe abuſes rectiſied which 


have already weakened it very conſiderably, and let them put ſuch a 
heavy fine upon the maſter of every negro imported here as ſhall amount 


to a prohibition ; and let all negroes, though free, who preſume to ſet a a 


foot in England, pay the ſame, or forfeit their freedom: Let Government 
ſuperadd to the laws of God, and to the laws of Africa, ſuch a law of Great 


Britain, as ſhall preſerve her pure, and make her flouriſhing and re- 


ſpectable. 


London, 25 May, 1772. NERCET OS; 


The next Tract chat appeared under the ſame gnature, and by the 
ſimilarity of ſtile appeared to come from the ſame pen, was the following, 


The materia! Part of Lord Mansfield's Speech on the Negro Cauſe, with 
ſome Theughts on the preſent State of Slaves. 


_ E will pay due attention to the opinion of Sir Philip York 

and Mr. Talbot in the Year 1729, by which they pledged 
themſelves to the Britiſh planters for the legal conſequences of bringing 
negro ſlaves into this kingdom, or their being baptized ; which opinion 
was repeated and recognized by Lord Hardwicke, ſitting as Chancellor, 
October 19, 1749, to the following effect; he ſaid that trover would lie 
for a negro ſlave; that a notion prevailed that if a ſlave came into 
England, or became a chriſtian, he thereby became emancipated ; but 


there was no foundation in law for ſuch a notion; that when he and ' 
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Lord Talbot were Attorney and Solicitor-General, this notion of a ſlave 
becoming free by being baptized, prevailed ſo ſtrongly, that the planters 
induſtriouſly prevented their becoming chriſtians: upon which their 

opinion was taken, and upon theic beſt conſideration they were both 
| clearly of opinion, that a ſlave did not in the leaſt alter his ſituation or 
ſtate towards his maſter or owner, either by being chriſtened or coming 
to England: that though the ſtatute of Charles II. had aboliſhed homage- 
tenure ſo far that no man could be a villem regardant, yet if he would ac- 
knowledge himſelf a villfin engroſſed in any court of record, he knew of no 
way by which he could be entitled to his freedom without the conſent of 
his maſter.” 

Thus far his lordſhip proceeds by the opinion of thoſe two great 
lawyers, whoſe decrees, when at the head of the Chancery, were ſeldom, 
if ever, reverſed, and whoſe opinions might juſtly claim that due attentian 

his lordſhip promiſes to pay to them, becauſe they were founded on the 
laws of God, as will appear by comparing them with that Tract pub- 
liſhed in the London Packet of June laſt, where the ſcripture doctrine of 
\ flayes was fully ſet forth; and as chriſtians we. ought to adhere inviolably 
to this maxim, Thoſe bounds which the ſpirit of God has ſet, ought never 
to be removed by men: and becauſe they were ratified by the laws of men, 
* ſo that our courts of record ſtill: maintained a power of fixing the maſter's 
property. Yet, ſays his lordſhip, (notwithſtanding the inconvenient 
: conſequences felt from giving a deciſion): we are clearly of opinion we 
ought to give judgment on the only queſtion before us, Is the cauſe 
ſufficient for remanding him ? if not, he muſt be diſcharged. The caufe 
is, he abſented and departed from his maſter's ſervice, and refuſed to 
return and ſerve him during his: ſtay in England, whereupon, by his 
maſter's order, he was put on board the ſhip by force, and there detained 
in ſecure cuſtody to be carried out of the kingdom and ſold.” 

The remainder of the ſpeech is too vague to come into conſideration, 
for it talks of foreigners being exempt from the laws of their own 
countries when in England, which is. nothing to the caſe in point; it 

mixes the laws of hired. ſervants. with thoſe of purchaſed ſlaves, which is 


fo 
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fo groſs an error, I can ſcarce believe it could proceed from Lord Mans- 
field, but muſt charge it to the inattention of the copier. It ſays © the 
ſtate of ſlavery mult be decided by pofirrue law,” yet produces 19 lat 
and though. it aſſerts that no maſter was ever allowed to take his ſlave by 
force out of this kingdom, yet. gives no inſtance of any maſter's-attempt- 
ing it, and his having been prevented. We mult therefore lobk upon this 
as a cauſe nove impreſſions, and ſtate it ſhort, An acknowledged ſlave 
refuſes, while in England, to ſerve the maſter who purchaſed him. Can 
that maſter carry him out of England, or muſt the ſlave be diſcharged 
here For as to the words: taking a ſlave by force to be ſold abroad,” 
as a judge cannot be ſuppoſed to ſpeak ad mvuidiam, we muſt ſuppoſe 
them a miſtake, for no man can poſitively affirm the preciſe manner I ſhall 


diſpoſe of my property when out of the kingdom: I may retdin my ſlave | is 


in my own-ſervice, or iff I do ſell him, the laws of the iſland, where I then 
may be, will authoriſe me ſo to do, and no laws in England will deſtroy 
thoſe laws abroad, which they have ſolemnly ratified. That part of the 
queſtion then cannot come under conſideration, but the whole is reduced 
to this: Can the laws of England diſcharge my acknowledged ſlave from 
the ſervice he owes me? For, if I have a'right to command his ſervice, 
Thave a right to command it in all parts of the world; and if he refuſes, can 
the law take my real property away, becauſe I endeavour to force him to 


a compliance? or muſt I be compelled to lodge a formal complaint with | 4 L 


the Lord Chancellor every time he refuſes to clean my ſhoes ? for ſach ii 


will be my caſe; for if I attempt to force him, he abſents himſelf; if 
I attempt to ſend him where he may be uſeful; he complains, and the ſh 
law diſcharges him, gives him his liberty; ſo I have nothing to do but #4 
be his ſlave, let him do what he pleaſes, and maintain him in inſfolence I! 


and idleneſs. My hired ſervant I can pay off, retain part of his wages for | || g 5 

his neglect of buſineſs, and otherwiſe puniſh him for offences committed. 
My apprentice I can confine, and make him ſerve ont his time in Bride- M 
well, if he abſents himſelf ; but my ſlave muſt be diſcharged, and gain his 1. 


liberty at the expence and by the loſs of my property. © Certainly, - true 10 | 


liberty can never exiſt, where property is on ſo tottering a foundation. 
2 Certainly, 
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Certainly, due attention was not paid to the opinion of thoſe great lawyers, 
for if an « action of trover can lie for a ſlave,” a ſlave wol be property: 
« if a ſlave does not in the leaſt alter his ſituation or ſtate towards his 
maſter or owner, either by being chriſtened or coming to England, he 
muſt obey his maſter's commands, and then there can be no need of 
force. If the ſlave offends in the firſt inſtance by not obeying, it would 
be very hard to puniſh the maſter for an error in the manner of com- 
pelling him, and to beſtow on the ſlave for his diſobedience the greateſt 
reward a ſlave can poſſibly receive for years worn out in his maſter's 
ſervice, a ſteady attachment to his intereſt and conſtant obedience to his 
commands. As, after the authority of Sir Philip Yorke and Mr. Talbot, 
it were preſumptuous to mention or quote authorities, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve that the inſtitutions of Ina, King of the Weſt Saxons, A. D. 692 
(with advice and conſent of his Father, of the Biſhops, of all the Al- 
dermen, and ſage antients of his people, and of the aſſembly of the 
ſervants of God) ſettle the laws of ſlaves on the foundation of the Holy 
Scriptures, nor do I find any inſtance of ſlaves being diſcharged from their 
fervice, except the following, on which leave every perſon to make 
his own reflections: Mahomet, finding the decoy of religion inſufficient, 
added that other concomitant in popular diſturbances, LI BERT, pro- 
claiming it to be the will of God that all men ſhould enjoy it, and that 
he might ſet an example of it in his own family, diſcharged from ſervi- 
tude his own ſlave Zeidi, and entertained-him as his equal. Hence ſlaves 
from all parts of Arabia forſook their maſters, and fled to him as their 
. Redeemer; by whoſe. aſſiſtance be enſlaved the countries they came from, 
and they wantoned in the blood of their former maſters. 
London, July 8 M E RCATOR. 


11 


From Mercator's obſervations i in chis * his | cating Tra, itis plain 
ia he apprehended the declaring flaves free in England would make them 
free in the Colonies alſo. In defence of -which opinion it has been ob- 
ſerved. that the Act of 7 and 8 Will. III. c. 22. expreſsly declares, 

All laws, cuſtoms, &c. practiſed in any of the Plantations, repugnant 
5 to 
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to any laws already has, or to this act, or any other law hereafter to be 
made, relating to thoſe Plantations, ſhall be null and void.“ Others 
again aſſert that the Colonies, having teceived their Conſtitution from 


the King, are not ſubject to any laws of the Britiſh; parliament, but to 


the acts of their own aſſemblies, when once they have received the r oyal 
aſſent. It might be dangerous, it would certainly be indiſcreet to at- 
tempt to deprive them of what muſt ſo fatally affect their whole property, 
and therefore, it is rather to be ſuppoſed that Lord Mansfield meant vir- 
tually to prohibit bringing any. negroes to England, and that, tho' the 
lenity of our laws could not ſuppoſe any abſolute ſlaves io, England, yet 
they were ſtil] ſubject to thoſe who, bought them, and could be employed 
by no one elſe. Summerſet, the negro, was a priſoner! and his judge 


naturally his advocate, ſpeaking for and leaning to the .merciful fide of 


the queſtion ; but there is no. doubt that the ſame, judge would puniſh 
any man ſeverely, who inveigled a Negro from his maſter under the idle 
Ppretence of univerſal liberty: for as this Was a ciyil cauſe, and the very 
[Habeas Corpus act (if we allow that to inelude foreign ſlaves, as its object) 
ſays expreſly that Perſons charged with proceſs in any civil cauſe ſhall 
be kept in cuſtody for ſuch ſuit,” his order of being diſcharged could only 
mean his releaſe from ſuch impriſonment, as ſuppoſed him rather a F clon, 
than a Debtor. In this light his Lordſhip's deciſion will not have the bad 
effects with which Mercator charges it. His, next Tract recapitulates 
the two former, mentions the enfranchiſement of ſlaves by Mahomet, 
and the cruel ie that attended 1 it j and they proceeds, as follows: 


8 


the Epiſtle of St. Paul to Philemon clearly ſhews me, that that great 
apoſtle. allowed lavery to be legal. 


Chriſtianity by St. Paul's preaching. | To prove this converſion perfect, 
St. Paul enjoins him to reſtore himſelf and his. ſervices to his maſter, 


and that he might go with leſs apprehenſion of puniſhment, ſends this 
epiſtle 


15 


A Fg attention to this laſt fact, and the preceding authorities, might ii 
be deemed an adequate bulwark of our own liberties, and a ſufficient || 
ſecurity of our properties; but to obviate all doubts, I ſhall reconfider i 


ſlavery, as a Chriſtian, and as a Britiſh free-born ſubject. As a Chriſtian, | 


* — . 
. 


Oneſimus, the ſlave of Philemon, 
bad robbed his maſter and fled to Rome, where he was converted to 1 
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epiſtle by him, in which no injunction is laid on Philemon to receive 
him as an abſolute free man on account of his having been baptized; but 
the favours he aſks for him are all aſked and acknowledged as on his own 
account: he promiſes to indemnify Philemon for his loſs : he expreſſes 
his wiſh that he could have kept Oneſimus, but declines it, as not having 
his conſent whoſe property he was, and with the greateſt. humility 
beſeeches him for love's ſake to receive this true convert and fincere 
Chriſtian, ** his ſon whom he had begotten in his bonds,” as free, 
becauſe he had inſtilled ſach principles in him, that he might depend on 
his being hereafter faithful and uſeful, Had flavery been contrary to 
Chriſtianity, would this have been the ſtile of that apoſtle, whoſe boldneſs 
in ſpeaking the truth, and zeal in defending it, were as conſpicuous as 
his knowledge and learning. He was bred at the feet of Gamaliel ; his 
improved abilities could not be impoſed upon, and his integrity of heart 
would never have permitted him to have ſent Oneſimus back in any 
degree of uncertainty, had the laws of God enfranchiſed him, or eſta» 
' bliſhd univerſal freedom. In the Acts of the Apoſtles alſo, the chief 
captain at Jeruſalem told St. Paul, on his calling himſelf a Roman, With 
a great ſum obtained I this freedom. St. Paul anſwered, But I was free 
born. His birth-right, not his religion or locality, made him free. 

As a Chriſtian then, I can with a ſafe conſcience purchaſe negro 
faves, and when they are my property diſpoſe of them where I pleaſe by 
virtue of the rights I am entitled to, as a Britiſh free-born ſubje& : for, 
among theſe rights ſettled by Magna Charta, and confirmed in the reign 
of Henry III. are the following: Magna Charta, cap. 1. We have 
granted tor all the freemen of our realm, for us and for our heirs for ever, 
theſe liberties underwritten, to have and to hold to them and their heirs 
of us and our{heirs for ever. Cap. 9. The city of London ſhall have all the 
old liberties and cuſtoms which it hath been uſed to have.— Cap. 1 4. For 
offences a freeman's villem ſhalt be amerced.—Cap. 29. No freeman ſhall | 
be taken, impriſoned, or difſeized of freehold, liberties or free cuſtoms, 
but by a lawful judgment of peers, or by the law of the land. So far 
Magna Charta; now obſerve 1 Edw VI. cap. 3. He that takes 
a ſervant or beggar idle three days together, ſhall Fa'e him as his ſave, 


and 
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and, if he does not work, may treat him as a fave with chains, impriſon- 


ment, or ſtripes. By a compariſon of theſe laws, one with the other, we 
ſee the difference between a freeman and a flave. The freeman cannot bi 
be taken, impriſoned, or diſſeized of liberties or free cuſtoms but by if 
lawful judgment of his peers, or by the law of the land: The ſlave, if 
diſobedient, may be chained, impriſoned, or puniſhed : a very great and 
a very eſſential difference. And where now is the law, that beſtows on 
African ſlaves, when in England, thoſe dear- bought and deſervedly in- 15 
communicable privileges, derived to me from my anceſtors, to which my | 
birthright entitles me The only authority alledged is that of 12 Car. II. 
cap. 24. All tenures of lands by homage are hereby diſcharged, and all 
hereafter are to be in free and common ſoccage only.” Here is not one 
word of foreign ſlaves. Villeinage, or the holding of lands by fellow. 
ſubjects on condition of obeying their lords, and following them to | 1 
battle, is indeed annulled, and ſervants muſt in conſequence be entitled. | 
to the rights of freemen. But does this invalidate my claim to my 
purchaſed negro's ſervices, or do I hold him by a tenure different to that 
by which I hold all my other property? Certainly I do not, and I 
challenge the law to ſhew me by what ſtatute I a Britiſh merchant and 
citizen of London can be diſſeized of property which Magna Charta 
enſures me, which 1 Edw. VI. cap. 3. explains my legal power over, 
and which no other ſubſequent ſtatute has yet deprived me of: Till the 1 1 
legiſlature paſſes an act with ſach unaccountable powers, I will defend Wl 
my property of a negro, as I would that of my purſe, againſt all invaders, ⁶ 
and when the legiſlature does adjudge my purchaſed ſlave to be ns 4 bs 
property, I will ſubmit as I would to an earthquake or a peſtilence, , WY 
But if there is in Britons any regard for their own privileges, or for 
the crowned heads under whom their liberties were eſtabliſhed, they 
can never laviſh away their own birthright, never throw ſuch contempt 
on the ancient inſtitutions of the realm: Beſides of late years, the iſ M 
Aſſiento, * whereby Inns. was to ſupply Spain with negrogs,, waz | 
D ratified 
* In the Aſſiento treaty, which was to contisue in farce from 1713 to 1743, is this remarkable | 10 


clauſe, ſect. 17. Aſbentiſts, when quitting the Indies, are to load at their choice the effects they Rug 
| may 
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ratified by the crowns of Great Britain, Spain, and France. Can the 
Defender of the Faith be ſuppoſed to join with his moſt Catholic 
.Majeſty, and ſhall his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty: lend his aſſiſtance to, and 
ratify a ſolemn contract for a trade, illicit in its principles, diſnonour- 
able in the purſuit, and the chief article of it ſubject to immediate loſs, 
if it touches an Engliſh port? Ancient cuſtom and univerſal conſent have 
undoubtedly eſtabliſhed a law to the contrary, and the Africans muſt 
remain as they are, faves by purchaſe, the real property of their maſters, 
till they of their own free will preſent them with their freedom. Where 
ſlept the Pope's thunders, while theſe dominions were under his ſway, 
that he never vindicated the univerſal right of freedom ? How. came it 
that no nation ever yet aſſerted ſo natural a privilege, if it had from the 
firſt had religion and reaſon for its foundation? How came it juſt before 
the paſſing of that act in 1749, by which all ſubjects were free to trade 
from port Sallee in Barbary to the cape of Good Hope, that my Lord 
Chancellor Hardwicke ſhould pledge himſelf to the future tradtrs for the 
ſecurity of their property, and repeat his and Lord Talbot's former 
opinion, that “ ſlaves do not in the leaſt alter their ſituation or ſtate 
towards their maſters or owners, either by being chriſtened, or coming 
into England? + Was this done to betray them into Weſtminſter-hall; 
and then bereave them of a property which they thought eſtabliſhed ? 
That great man could have no ſuch intention, but undoubtedly, from 
the plain acts I have quoted, and other inſtances, which his and 
Lord Talbot's ſuperior knowledge might lay beſore them, gave that 
deciſion which till now has never been controverted. Now Mahomet's 
doctrine is revived : All men indiſcriminately are proclaimed free, if 
they 
may have, and bring them in fecurity to Europe.“ It can hardly be ſuppoſed they ſhould have no 
negroes, and if ſo, and they were free on their arrival, how could they be ſaid to bring them in 
ſecurity ? If a contradiQtion in terms and a manifeſt abſurdity attends the ſuppoſing them ſtee, 
there can be no ſtronger proof that they remain in /atu quo, ſlaves as when abroad. | 
+ This guarantee was extremely neceſſary, for if ſlaves did not remain in the ſame ſtate, what 
Governor in Africa could permit his caſtle- ſlaves to aſſiſt a veſſel in her paſſage home, who had 
loſt her ſailors by ſickneſs or deſc;tion? And muſt not this be a great additional riſk for a 
merchant to run beſides thoſe of the ſeas and trade? In ſhort, their being free in England tends to 


deſtroy all confidence, and put an end to all intercourſe of kindnefs and aſſiſtance among the traders, 
governors, and other Britiſh ſubjects at home and abroad. 
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they touch Engliſh ground.” This wonderful diſcovery was reſerved : 
for this age of pure religion, wherein infidelity meets with applauſe and 
Chriſtianity with ridicule : for this age of perfect liberty, wherein God 
and the King are illiberally abuſed and affronted with impunity ; for this 
age of rigid virtue, wherein public diſſipation engroſſes the whole concern 
of life, and plunges its unhappy votaries into exceſs of vice and infamy ; 
for this age of tender humanity, wherein the cries of the poor are unat- 
tended to, and inſenſibility ſupplies the place of wiſdom. N 
How great and glorious muſt Britain zow be! not only free herſelf, 
but the cauſe of freedom to other men; to men, who may poſſibly have 
forfeited their /ives to the laws of their own country, though their 
ſentence was commuted into ſavery. Here indeed is exceſs of generoſity.: 
But hold! is there no allay ? Are we conſiſtent with ourſelves, and is 
our liberty as perfect in every other inſtance ? Aſk the moſt uſeful ſet of 
men, the Britiſh ſailors. They on point you out the probability of the 
following diſmal ſcene : A mate & comes home from the fartheſt part of 
Africa, with all his little property veſted in a negroe, whom he has 
taught to cook his kettle, and intends that another voyage ſhall repay his 
principal and his trouble, but an infernal preſs-gang ſeizes him the 
moment he ſets foot on Britiſh” ground, takes him from his preſent free 
eſtate, throws a cloud over his future proſpects, and he is ſent pethaps 
for ever, or till worn out in the ſervice, to the Eaſt Indies, while his 
negroe is inſtantly free to go where he pleaſes, not only unmoleſted, but 
protected againſt the juſt demands of his owner. This is modern liberty! 
Theſe are the glorious effects of removing the ancient landmarks, till 
the very boundaries of right and wrong are confuſed and undiſtinguiſh- 
able! This is called ſtate neceſſity, the tyrant's plea, by which mankind 
have ſo frequently been injured. If ever ſtate neceſſity could be admitted 
as a plea, it might in this African cauſe, had it wanted fo ſlender a ſup- 
port, for if the African trade ſails, farewell the Weſt Indies, and with 
them farewell the glory of the Britiſh flag, and the ſtrength of the 
Britiſh nation ; but far be it from the London merchants to apply to 
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* In the beginning of laſt war mates were preſſed, and were promiſed that they ſhould be 
pieſerred to maſters, but numbers at the end of the war were {till midſhipmen, 
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government to commit any arbitrary act, or make uſe of ſo dangerous at 
expedient. They deſire only their juſt rights and privileges, confirmed 
by Magna Charta, tranſmitted down to them and their heirs for ever, 
as Britiſh free-born ſubjects; and ſhould their grievances fail of meeting 
with due attention and redreſs, they have only the modern comfort, their 
poſterity muſt be ruined, but probably England may laſt their time. 
London, MERCATOR. 


July 28, 1772. 


Mercator here ſeems not to have carried his arguments with reſpect to 
the legality of flavery under either the Britiſh conſtitution, or under the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation, as far as they will go; at leaſt, he has not given 
all the authorities he might from the Britiſh laws, or the New Teſtament. 
As to our common law, that is univerſally allowed to ariſe from cuſtom, 
and to prevail till contradicted by the ſtatute law. The feudal ſerfs 
were of various kinds. Under the Saxons they were abſolute ſlaves, as 
the Gibeonites were to the Iſraelites. Under the Normans they were 
admitted to a greater degree of freedom, or at leaſt their ſervice was. 
changed from the laviſh tenure of tilling the lands, as the Poles and. 
Ruſſians do to this day, to that of attending their lords in war. But 
whatever privileges they had ſeem to have ariſen from the eaſe and 
permiſſion of their maſters, and not from any poſitive law. But this. 
ſubje& requires a volume of itſelf, and has been amply diſcuſſed by 
Dr. Robertſon. It remains only to be briefly obſerved, that at all 
periods of the Britiſh nation, both before and fince the Conqueſt, ſlavery 
was not illegal, but maintained in a ſtricter or eaſier manner, with. 
a milder or harſher term, till Charles II. in the 12th year of his reign 
diſcharged all ſuch tenures among the natives, but by not mentioning, 
certainly left foreign flaves as he found them. As to the New Teſtament, 
St. Paul ſays, * Let every man abide in the ſame calling wherein he 
was called. Art thou called being a ſervant ? Care not for it, but if 
thou mayeſt be made free uſe it rather. For he that is called in the Lord, 
being a ſervant, is the Lord's freeman ; likewiſe alſo he that is called 


being 


® 1 Cor. vii. 20, &c. 
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being free, is Chriſt's ſervant. Ye are bought with a price, be not ye the 


ſervants of men. Brethren, let every man wherein he is called, therein 


| abide with God.” Theſe verſes are thus expounded by the whole claſs 


of commentators. Remain ia that ſtate of life wherein God has placed 
you. Be not concerned, or think, if you are a flave, Sas, you will be 
leſs acceptable to God, or as if that condition was unworthy a Chriſtian ; 
therefore do not attempt to ſhake off the yoke of ſlavery under a pretence, 
that through Chriſtianity all are free ; but if by juſt means you acquire 
your liberty, preſerve it, that no maſter may have power over you to 
cauſe you to fin ; for you are ſubject to Chriſt, who paid down his life to 
redeem you from ſin. Therein conſiſts the true Chriſtian's liberty; 
therefore as I ſaid at firſt, remain quietly in that ſtate of life wherein. 
God has placed you, as a duty you owe to him as well as to the com- 
munity.—Many other parts of Scripture mention bond and freemen, 
which diſtinction could not have been kept up, had liberty, civil liberty 
ariſen from Chriſtianity. St. Paul ſays , ** By one ſpirit we are all 
baptized into one body, whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond or- 


free.” And again +, There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither MM 
bond nor free, there is neither male nor female, for ye are all one in 


Chriſt Jeſus.” And again, 1 Put on the new man, where there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, circumciſion nor uncircumcifion, barbarian, . 
Scythian, bond nor free, but Chriſt is all and in all.“ And again 58. 
« Whatſoever good thing any man doth, the ſame ſhall he receive of 
the Lord, whether he be bond or free.” St. John deſcribing the day of 
judgment. mentions ||,** the kings of the earth, and the great men, and 
the rich men, and the chief captains, and every bondman and every free- 
man hiding themſelves. In another place *, free and bond receive 
a mark.” In another. place they , are enumerated with the kings, rich 
men and captains, which evidently ſhews, they. were one of the orders of 
mankind ; and though loweſt. in the civil Polity, equal in all ſpiritual 
concerns, ſure of a reward after.this life, when their-great maſter began 
his dominion, if they behaved virtuouſly in the ſtation allotted them on 
earth. 


1 Cor. xii, 13, + Gal. iii. 28. Col, iii. 11. Eph. vi. 8. Rev. vi. 18. 
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earth. Slavery therefore does not appear to have been forbidden, but 
allowed by the law of Chriſt, as well as that of Moſes, by the univerſal 
practice of all former ages and nations, and by the prophecies concerning 
the day of judgment, ſo that there ſeems reaſon to ſuppoſe it will (till 
remain, as long as the world itſelf exiſts. 


[ C. ] 
ESIDES the legality of carrying on the African trade, it may be 
proper to hear the Weſt Indians ſpeak for themſelves as to their 


neceſſity of having negroes, and the right and title by which they hold 
them, when purchaſed, 


An Extract from Candid Conſiderations on the Judgment lately awarded 
in the Negroe-Cauſe, by the Court of King's Bench. By a Me India 
Merchant. 


[This author contends that, as Magna Charta related only to freemen, 
and left villeius and bondmen in their former ſtate of ſlavery, (inſiſting 
ſimply on the cauſe of impriſonments being ſhown, when they happened 
to be thus puniſhed by their lords) and that, as the law had never any 
negroes in contemplation, the courts of law ought. not to have ſhown 
them more favour than to vi/lcins, if any ſuch remained in the kingdom; 
He aflerts, that whites are incapable of cultivating our plantations, and 
that therefore ſlaves are neceſſary.] 


„IHE nature of the Weſt India climate, and the impoſibility of 
clearing and cultivating the ſoil there, by any other than negroe labour- 
ers, as it was firit the occaſion of employing them, ſo it muſt ever 
remain, as long as our:colonies exiſt ; becauſe, this natural neceſſity 
is not to be cured by any alternative. Some writers have affirmed, that 
the ſugar iſlands were firſt cultivated by white men, who ſhewed no 
unfitneſs for labour there, before negroe flaves were introduced; but 
theſe authors deal in reveries, and ſeem entirely ignorant both of the 
ſubject and the climate they treat upon. According to Ligon's account, 

the 
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the Englith, who firſt ſettled at Barbadoes about the year 1625, found 
the woods ſo thick, moſt of the trees ſo large and maſſive, that they were 
unable to clear the ground of them; by which means, he ſays, that 
twenty years afterwards he found potatoes, maize, and bonaviſts, planted 
between the boughs, lying along upon the ſurface. Potatoes, corn, and 
pulſe, were all they were able to plant for ſubſiſtence; and theſe, with 
the wild hogs they occaſionally flew, ſerved only to keep life and foul 
together. The only produce they could cultivate for export, was to- 
bacco, which (probably for want of ſufficient cleaning the ground) 
turned out ſo worthleſs as to yield no profit at the Engliſh market. The 
prolific quality of the land, then freſh and unimpaired, made ſome little 
amends for want of adequate. culture; or otherwiſe they would in all 
likelihood have been deſtitute of any vegetable crops ſor their ſupport : 
yet fewer hands were at that time required to cultivate the foil than after- 
wards; for, on their firſt forming their ſugar eſtates, one hundred ne- 
groes could manage the largeſt plantation in the ifland. Nothing effec- 
tual was done towards a profitable ſettlement of the iſland, until after: 
the introduction of negroes ; by whoſe better capacity for field labour, it 
became ſo thriving, that, in 1646, it contained twenty thouſand whites, 
and the blacks amounted to a far greater number. The judicious Linde, 
ſpeaking from his own experience, remarks, ** that there are ſome ſer- 
vices of ſach a nature as cannot well be performed in hot and unhealthy 
countries by Europeans, without imminent danger of their health and 
lives. The firſt is, that of cutting down woods, or clearing the ground. 
from trees, ſhrubs, &c.” In proof of this aſſertion he gives ſeveral in- 
ſtances; ſome of which, I ſhall repeat after him. At the concluſion 
of the late peace, the Captain of a ſhip of war went aſhore at the iſland of 
Dominica, with twelve of his men, to cut down the wood, and to clear 
a piece of ground which he intended to have purchaſed ; but in a few 
days, ſickneſs obliged them to deſiſt from this dangerous work; the 
Captain, and eleven out of his twelve aſſiſtants, being ſeized with 
violent fevers, of which ſeveral died. The Ludlow-Caſtle, a ſhip of war 
of forty guns, in a late voyage to the- coaſt of Guinea, loſt twenty-five of 
her men at Sierra Leon, who were employed in cutting wood for the 

2 | ſhip. 
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| ſhip. When the Lion, Spence, and ſome other ſhips of war, were 
employed at Port Antonio, in Jamaica, in clearing Navy Iſland of wood, 
in order to erect ſtorehouſes for the ſquadron on that ſtation, the men, 
while cutting it down, were ſeized with a fever and delirium. The 
phrenzy attacked a man ſo ſuddenly, and with ſo much fury, that with 
his hatchet, if not prevented, he would have cut to pieces the perſons 
who ſtood near him; and thoſe who were ſeized in this manner, and 
were left to remain on ſhore, either died, or ſuffered a dangerous fit of 
ſickneſs, This is an occupation (ſays the ſame author). which has 
often proved deſtructive to Europeans in thoſe climates, and in which 
they ought never to be employed, eſpecially in the rainy ſeaſon; there being 
numberleſs inſtances of white perſons, when cutting down the woods at that 
ſeaſon, who have been taken ill in the morning, and died at night.” He 
adds (although he is no advocate for ſlavery) that, · if the purchaſing of 
negroes on the coaſt of Guinea can be juſtified, it muſt be from the ab- 
ſolute neceflity there is for employing them, inſtead of white perſons, in 
ſuch ſervices as theſe.” To the foregoing I may venture to ſubjoin ano- 
ther hiſtory, the truth of which is well known to many gentlemen of 
Jamaica. I mean the caſe of the Palatines; ſeveral of whom having 
come over not many years ago, to ſettle there under the encouragements 
granted by the aſſembly of that iſland, had tracts of wood - land aſſigned 
them; but, for want of negroes, were utterly incapable of clearing it 
from the trees, and periſhed for the moſt part in the attempt. If this 
example, among others which my memory furniſhes, is diſregarded, due 
credit, I hope, will be given to the preceding relations publiſhed by Mr. 
Linde, an evidence wholly diſintereſted in the iſſue of this queſtion, If 
our ſeamen, who are the hardieſt of our common people, and the moſt 
inured to the change of climate, are ſo unequal to the taſk, much leſs 
adapted to it are others of the lower claſs in England, or thoſe who might 
be moſt likely to hire themſelves out to Plantation ſervice : I have only 
mentioned the felling of trees in the Weſt Indies (ſome of which are 
ſeveral feet in diameter, and fo hard as to ſhiver the beſt tempered axe,) 
in order to the forming of new ſettlements ; but the labour of breaking 
up, and hoeing the ground, in the manner proper for cane-planting, and 
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under a full expoſure to the fun, is no leſs impracticable to Europeans, 
whether ſeaſoned or unſeaſoned to the climate. Slave-holding might 
perhaps be very well diſcontinued in every province of the North Ame- 
can continent, ſituated to the North ot the Carolinas. The cuſtom of 
introducing negroes in the northern colonies, to perform their field- work, 
has rendered the labour of the white inhabitants extremely dear. This 
high rate has given cauſe to their continuing the employment of negroes 
there, whoſe labour is no further neceſſary than as it is cheaper. This will 
probably terminate of itſelf, whenever the white inhabitants ſhall be ſo 
multiplied, by their natural progreſs of increaſe, as to allow a ſuitable 
abundance of them for all employments, But'in the ſouthern continental 
province, and the ſugar iſlands, this practice cannet be laid aſide, ſo long 
as we perſiſt in the cultivation of them for the purpoſes of trade; be- 
cauſe, it is impoffible to cultivate them with European labourers ; and 
becauſe the white inhabitants, I preſume; can never increaſe. there by 
propagation in ſufficient numbers. The natives, or Creoles, are the only 
whites who can be ſuppoſed, by thoſe acquainted with theſe climates, to 
be capable of being brought, by long habit and uſe, to the laborious oc- 
cupations of huſbandry, and forming new ſettlements with theit bn 
hands: But, unleſs families in general were poorer, hindered; by their 
neceſſities from removing to Europe, and confined to their native ſpot, 
there to breed and multiply, no adequate number could be reaſonably exj--—- 
pected. In Jamaica alone, we ſhould require twenty times the number N 
of white inhabitants we now have there. A long ſeries of time muſt fs 
paſs away before ſuch a ſtock of native whites could, be acquired; by the 
ordinary courſe-of increaſe. Even if we ſhould ſuppoſe that they married 


regularly, and doubled their number, like the North Americans, once 
in every twenty or twenty- two years, it would require near one hundred 
years to furniſh the complement; and then we muſt further ſuppoſe | | 1 

great part of the whole number ſo very indigent, as to be obliged to 1 
toil hard for a ſubſiſtance, and to prefer the labour of clearing wood- 0 1 
land and digging the earth to any other. If the labouring people, in Wt 
any commercial country, are in proportion to the reſt of the inhabitants 14 


as four to one, we ſhould require a very large ſtock, to furniſh a conſtant 
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and ſufficient number of Plantation labourers; indeed many more than 
we could hope to gain by natural propagation, ſince it is not probable 
that they could by any means be brought to encreaſe, grow up, and 
thrive, in the like rapid manner as we obſerve of the North Americans. 
Moſt certain it is, that, without the introduction of negroe ſlaves, Great 
Britain would have been able to ſettle no one profitable colony in America. 
If therefore, following what has been rightly called the Utopian ſyſtem 
of Georgia, which brought that ſettlement to nothing, we ſhould mhi- 
bit the further proſecution of our African trade for labourers, ſuch a 
meaſure would probably, if not infallibly, be attended with the haſty 
decline of our moſt valuable colonies in the weſt; and a lofs of all the 
important advantages no gained from their cultivation. A barbarity 
might be perhaps the more immediate conſequence of ſuch a prohibition ; 
and of ſuch a nature, as deſervedly to excite horror in the mind of every 
humane Briton; I mean, the practice which muſt then be fallen upon, 
of employing white labourers, when negroes could no longer be procured, 
to keep up the number anſwerable to our cultivation ; an employment in 
which thouſands and ten thouſands of our countrymen might periſh mi- 
ferably, without producing one ſingle benefit to'the mother country. 
Before we entered into the African ſlave trade, our firft ſettlers had no 
other than theſe hired ſervants, who proved unequal to the tafk, and 
might literally be ſaid to exhauſt themſelves in digging their own graves. 
It was a complaint in the adminiſtration of Colonel D'Oyley, long be- 
fore the eſtabliſhment of ſugar- works in Jamaica, that the officers of his 
army harraſſed and deſtroyed the common ſoldiers (though well ſeaſoned 
to the climate) by employing them as field labourers. This utter inap- 
titude of Europeans to ſuch occupations in hot climates, and the ĩmpoſſi- 
bility of ſupplying them with white labourers from any other ſource than 
Europe, leave no room for queſtioning, but that we muſt either abandon 
all theſe ſettlements, ruin many thouſands of our fellow ſubjects, and 
reſign our fortune into the hands of foreign powers, differing from us in 
ſentiments; or we muſt conduct them, as hitherto we have ſucceſsfully 
done, by the labour of negroes ; whoſe conſtitutions being by nature and 
| 2 the 
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the Divine Will appropriated to theſe climates, they are ens he 
fitteſt for ſuch employments there. 


In the firſt part of this treatiſe on the trade from Great Britain to 
Africa, the ſame point this Author inſiſts on was maintained, that Magna 
Charta related only to freemen, and left villeins and bondmen in their 
former tate of ſlavery. Soon after this Pamphlet the — ſenſible 
Tract appeared 1 in the Papers. 


ADMITTI NG the African Trade to be-ever ſo diabolieal, or the 
means by which the negroe's body was firſt obtained ever ſo unfair, no 
blame can deſervedly reſt on the Planter, who is ignorant of the means, 
and innocent of the guilt. . That trade has heen carried on by this na- 
tion from time immemorjal. King, Lords, and Commons have ſhared 
in its profits, and concurred in various laws, for ſupporting, regulating. 
and firmly eſtabliſhing it. Some of theſe laws declare to the ſubject, 
that he holds a right of property in the negroes he buys; others tell him, 
that negroes are chattles, ſaleable and convertable like any other goods, 1 | 
for payment of dues to the revenue, or other debts ; that they are to be | 1 
held as money in the hands of a Planter debtor, and reeeiyed as money i 
by his creditor. Large ſums are granted every year by parliament for We 
maintaining forts and garriſons, and making alliances with the native * 
Slave Merchants in Africa, for the advancement of this traffic, to the * | 
expreſs intent that the Planter may be conſtantly and cheaply ſupplied ; | 1 
Vaſt emoluments are alſo drawn, as well by the mercantile and manu- 
facturing ſubjects reſident in Great Britain, and their dependants, as by K 5 | 
the national treaſury, from the profits gained on the fale of negroes tv BY 
the Weſt India Planter, and from the produce of their labour. Thus 
the whole nation may be ſaid to be in ſome way or other intereſted in the 
advantages drawn from this trade, and to participate a benefit from I | 
the ſweat of the negroe's brow, t 

If the original contract in Africa for this negroe's ſervices was ille- 
gal or unfair, or if no colour of a contract ſubſiſted, this ſurely is a 
point to be ſettled between the negroe and the party who ſold him thece Wi 
without any right fo to do: or elſe between the negroe and that govern- 
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ment which by law permitted it's merchants to buy him of one who had 

no right to ſell. But the Planter reſpects no one in this cafe except the 

Britiſh merchant ; who, under the authority and encouragement of the 

laws, having brought the negroe to market overt, the contract is openly 

made between theſe two. If the Planter has bought a freeman inſtead 
of a perpetual ſervant, he is defrauded ; for he paid his money under 
ſanction of the laws, and purchaſed what the laws will in another place 
arbitrarily deprive him of. If the property ſpoken of is not to be ſecured 
to him by the laws which permit and invite him to buy it, then is there 
neither faith, juſtice, nor equity in them; they are no better than empty 
illuſions, ſnares to the induſtrious ſubject, and eminently reproachful to 
the nation. Something more, however, than the pretended magical 
touch of the Engliſh Air ſeems requiſite to diveſt him of what has been 
ſo ſolemnly guarantied by the conſent of the nation in parliament ; for; 
when he made the purchaſe, he was not appriſed of thoſe myſterious 
and inviſible emanations of Engliſh Liberty, which were to make the 
bargain void, and, like the "ge of a juggler, turn his youu into 
counters. 

By ſtat. 14 Edw. III. it is enacted. That all merchants, denizens; 
and foreigners, except enemies, may, without lett, ſafely come into the 
realm of England with their goods and merchandizes, and ſafely tarry, 
and ſafely return.” This is further and more amply confirmed by the 
ſtat. 5 Rich. II. in theſe words : 

„It is accorded and aſſented in the parliament, that all manner of 
merchant ſtrangers, of whatſoever nation or country they be, being of 
the amity of the King and of his realm, ſhall be welcome, and freely 
may come within the realm of England, and elſewhere within the king's 
power, as well within franchiſe as without, and there to be converſant to 
merchandize, and tarry as long as them liketh, as thoſe whom our ſaid 
Lord the King by the tenor hereof taketh into his protection and ſafe- 
guard, with their goods, merchandizes, and all manner of familiars ; and 
for ſo much the King willeth and commandeth, that they and every of 
them be well, friendly, and merchant-like intreated and demeaned, in 
all parts within his ſaid realm and power, with their merchandizes and 
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all manner of goods, and ſuffered to go and come, ind into their proper 
country peaceably to return, without diſturbance or impeachment of any,” 

So far as aliens are not reſtrained of this extenſive licenſe to introduce 
their wares and negociate here, by the ſubſequent ſtatutes of trade, theſe 
ancient acts are ſtill unrepealed ; and what I conclude from them is, that 
conſidering our Colony-negroes as goods and articles of merchandize, in 
which ſenſe the ſtatute laws of the realm, as well as the colony laws, 
eſteemed. them, the Planters poſſeſſed of this merchandize, the impor- 
tation of which into the kingdom is not yet prohibited by any law, ap- | 
pear warrantable, nor only in bringing it hither, but in holding it while 
here, and in peaceably returning with it; for if theſe laws have granted 
liberty of ingreſs and egreſs, and defended the goods of merchants and ii 
denizens reſorting to it, ſurely the Planters, who are natural-born ſub- | 
jects of the realm, are rightfully and lawfully entitled to equal protection; Wi 
and in the fulleſt extent, with reſpect to their goods. 9 

But if this claim of property in Great Britain be really offenſive to the 
conſtitution of the kingdom, and injurious to its welfare, it ſeems at 
leaſt not improper that, for the ſake of commerce, and in juſtice to the Wi 
Planter, an effective law ſhould be paſſed by parliament, forbidding him: Wl 
to introduce his negroes within the realm, under penalty of forfeiting WY 
that claim: for. nothing leſs than a poſitive law can prove to every ſub- 8 
ject's conviction, that a negroe-ſlave is entitled to the rights of an En- FE: 
gliſhman, on the inſtant of his inhaling the air of England. Our law, 
L grant, favours liberty, and rather indures a particular miſchief than [; 4 
a general inconvenience ; but as the latter is moſt likely to enſue from n 
this national breach of faith, and repugnancy to the main principles of Wil 
commerce, it merits attention, that equal juſtice ſhould be diſpenſed to- kl 1 
the Planter purchaſer; ſo that, in being liberal to the negroe, no wrong 1 
nor damage ſhould be done to an uſeful ſubject, who has, at leaſt; an- 1 
equal pretenſion to be favoured by the laws of his country, and to ſome 6 4 
indemnity for the deprivation of what thoſe. laws aſſured him was his | 1 10 
right. It is no leſs juſt than honourable, that the ſtate, which has re- Y 1 
ceived his money, ſhould make him ſome requital, and by a fair purchaſe, iſ . 


rather than I know not what ſtrange efficacy of the Engliſh air, redeem tf ii y 
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| re 
his negroe from bondage. Such a meaſure would confirm the freed man 
in perpetual enjoyment of the boon beſtowed upon him, by ſuperſeding 
all future claim of his maſter, in any other part of the Britiſh dominions. 
The very idea of ſuch a local emancipation is ridiculous, fince what bet- 
ter right has a Planter to reclaim a fugitive negroe in the colony than in 
Britain? The laws of Meum and Tuum are alike in both; and, as En- 
gliſhmen, it is the ſame as if the lands of both were in one continuity. 
If a ſtatute ſhould openly avow, what ſome of our law interpreters have 
taken upon them to aſſert, the Planters abroad would then know the cer- 
tain conſequence of btinging negroes with them into Britain, and con- 
duct themſelves accordingly ; it is due to them and to all others concerned 
| in the Plantation trade, that a point ſo eſſential ſhould be explained by 
| parliament ; or, ſhould the nation incline to purchaſe the negroe's free- 
dom, it would be no leſs equitable. | 


A PLANTER. 


D. 


HE legality of the African Trade, and property in purchaſed 
negroes ſeems beyond any doubt, but the declaimers on the other 
| fide of the queſtion might think themſelves neglected, were they to be 
| paſſed over in filence.* At the head of theſe appears the formidable 
Anthony Benezet, with a corps of what he calls Authors of Note, in 
his rear. The thickneſs alone of this Pamphlet can alarm; for 
his firſt principle being defective, no reaſoning from it can be 
valid; his foundation being falſe, his whole ſuperſtructure muſt fall to 
the ground. He alledges that the Portugueſe firſt ſtealing and then 
; purchaſing ſlaves thro' an inordinate deſire of gain, firſt raiſed the ſame 
deſire in the negroes, and was the origin of ſlavery there. To prove this 
| point, 
oF rom this mult be excepted ſome trifling abuſes of Mercator in the papers, written in the true 
ſtile of thoſe inferior Politicians, whoſe arguments confiſt of much abuſe, and little meaning ; of 


partial extracts, and no general knowledge of the ſubject; who ſupply the place of reaſon with low 


invectives; who frame a weak argument in their own, inſtead of the true one in the Author's words, 
hen attack it, and glory in their imaginary conqueſt, 
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point, he gives partial extracts from the hiſtory of Africa, and omits 
whatever makes againſt him. He tells you from Cada Moſto, that the 
Portugueſe landed and ſtole the natives, but he omits, that Cada Moſto 
himſelf, the firſt time he diſcovered and landed on that coaſt, ſaw an 


horſe among the natives that was valued at fifteen ſlaves, which were con- 


ſequently an article, perhaps a medium of trade at that time, which was 
in 1454; and that he then purchaſed ſeveral at Sanaga. Benezet 
repreſents the Africans as people endowed with great talents and virtue, 
and yet ſuppoſes the ſlave trade is kept up by the advantages we find it 
our intereſt to give them. He mentions that the Fuli, a nation on the 


Gambia, fell no flaves. What an exact character of the Britiſh nation 
would an author give, who ſhould aſſert, that we would not fight, becauſe 
one ſe& among us refuſed to bear arms | The Fuli may be looked upon 


in the ſame light: they are a particular ſect, and the doctrine of not ſelling 
flaves holds good with them to this hour, as to their own. nation; 


neither can any price tempt them to ſell you a calf, though they will 
diſpoſe of a barren cow for two gallons of brandy. And thus, though: = 
they obſerve their own laws, as to their own people, yet they will ſell | 
flaves which they have purchaſed up the country. Benezet alſo omits- 


Captain Jobſon's account of his voyage up the river Gambia in 1621; 


when women ſlaves were offered him for goods, but he refuſed them, and 


ſaid the Engliſh did not trade in them. So that it is evident, that that 


trade aroſe from the Africans themſelves, and we are not accountable for WW 


the origin of it, notwithſtanding this Author's aſſertion. He talks of the 


flaves on the river Gambia being fold only for crimes; and yet, in 14 
another place, wants every cargo to be releaſed, under pretence, that it is 1 
better 500 guilty ſhould eſcape than one innocent perſon ſuffer, Now] 


the impunity of one villain may do more hurt to ſociety than the loſs 1 


of more than one honeſt man. All juſtice is humanity; for without it 


no nation could ſubſiſt; and as the ſeverity of the laws of war, flowing * 14 


from political juſtice, cannot be impeached, though in ſome caſes, we 
might wiſh them leſs rigorous, ſo the caſe is the ſame here; one man 


may have been fold for a ſlave, who was naturally free, but it is ſurely. 


a mad project, that for fear in a cargo of 500 negroes, I ſhould have 
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one improperly brought by thoſe who ſold him to me, therefore I am 

to let looſe 499 thieves and murderers poſſibly, to prey on the com- 
munity. To ſuch, and ſo many flagrant abſurdities will an Author be 
driven who ſets up a point, from which he labours to deduce a ſyſtem 
repugnant to the allowed practice of Antients and Moderns. He brings 

in Chriſtianity as aboliſhing ſlavery, but unfortunately can find no proof. 
He draws together into one view all the cruelties which have ever been 
; practiſed by Captains of ſhips to deter their ſlaves from riſing ; or by the 
| Planters to keep them under ſubjection; and by following the ſame rule, 
and collecting all the inſtances of barbarity practiſed by individuals in 
the moſt humane and beſt civilized nation upon earth, ſuch a picture 
might be drawn, that human nature would ſtart at. His account of the 
law is no leſs defective, for he attempts to aſſert privileges for foreign 
| flaves, at times, when even our own natural - born ſubjects had no claim 
to them. He humanely adviſes us to employ our own natives in the 
ſultry heats of the colonies, and charitably wiſhes them funk in the ſea, 
rather than we ſhould carry on the African ſlave trade for their ſervice. 
Sure the ſlaves abroad ought to be under an obligation of working for 
| their living, as well as the natives of England are at home; and in many 
| caſes, the latter labour harder and fare worſe ; they certainly have a ſeverer 
climate to contend with, as their cloathing runs away with great part of 
what they want to purchaſe proviſions, and the ſlaves abroad want little 
or no cloaths, and are not injured by the intenſe heat of the ſun. The 
' other Writers quoted in the ſame Pamphlet proceed on the ſame falſe 
grounds, and would perſuade us to put an end to the African trade for 
fear of buying a few ſlaves, who were fraudulently and unjuſtifiably made 
| fo, which ſurely is juſt as wiſe as if a man ſhould cut off his legs for fear 
of wetting or ſoiling his feet. Seduced by this ſpecious fide of the 
| queſtion, influenced by humane motives, and miſinformed of the real ſtate 
of the ſlaves in our colonies, even the Biſhop of Glouceſter “ warns us to 
K ſend them to their native homes. Poor creatures! Not one would 
accept of the offer, but would think it the greateſt inhumanity to force 
3 gheir return. That in the native Africans' ſale of negroes to our ſhipping, 


i: Various 
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various frauds have been committed, and perſons improperly and unjuſtly 
ſold ; that Maſters of ſhips have been inhumane, perhaps unneceffarily ; 
that Planters have been wantonly cruel without cauſe, may be ſuppoſed 
from the enormity of crimes among ourſelves, To theſe abuſes then 
let efficacious remedies be applied ; and the African ,merchants will own 
the higheſt obligations to government, if by ſalutary laws it can alleviate 
the diſtreſſes of thoſe, whoſe labour ſupports our colonies and enriches 
our native country; but for the other unneceſſary and impracticable 
ſcheme of univerſal freedom, (the device of the Puritans of North 
America, who now cry out for perfef# liberty, as they once did for perfect 
purity, till they deſtroyed all real religion, and ruined both church and 
ſtate; and who began theſe their laſt outcries, as appears by the dates of 
their works, only on our aſſerting our juriſdiction over them) from 
a careful review of laws human and divine, whoever attempts to promote 
it, muſt be declared a ſtranger to both eccleſiaſtical and civil polity, and 
an utter enemy to their country. 


L E. 


T HE benefits that might accrue to England from a trade to Port 
Hillſborough may be calculated from a review of the returns they 
made, and all at moſt reaſonable rates. 


| 6 tons of wooll, (to be had in great abundance). 
4,000 goat ſkins. | | | 
1,200 deer ditto. Theſe were only what were faved 
x ton of orchilla. ; from plunder, the inhabitants having 
8 1b. weight of gold. { ſeized on much the greateſt part of the 
200 lb. of oſtrich feathers. | cargo. a 
1 ton of bees-wax. J 


ye Polly, Captain Walſh, a ſhip belonging to Mr. Adams, 
ſtruck on the Bar of Bonny this laſt year, and was ſoon after 


attacked by. the negroes. The Captain, _ he could not fave his 
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ſhip, ſent his boat's crew off, ſhut himſelf up in his cabin, and when the 


King of Bonny and all his people were got on board, to the amount 


of 1500 and upwards, ſet fire to the powder ; and, Sampſon like, at his 
death puniſhed the treachery of his aſſailants. To prevent the like 
fatal accidents in this dangerous river, I here, though ſomewhat foreign 
to the purpoſe of this Treatiſe, preſent the African Captains with plain 
directions for going ſafely into Bonny or New Calabar. 

When you are off Cape Three Points, you will find in going acroſs the 
Bite you muſt ſteer a ſoutherly courſe, at leaſt S. E. by E. or S. E. and, 
before you can think yourſelf the length of Formoſa, keep your lead 
carefully going ; and, as ſoon as you have ground, haul to the ſouthward, 
and if you deepen your water, you are ſure of being to the ſouthward of 
Cape Formoſa, and may bear up to the N. E. till you ſee the land, and 
run along ſhore in nine fathom. In running along ſhore you will open 
rivers; they are very ſmall and all open about N. N. E. or N. E. 
When you are run fo far to the eaſtward as to open Samberera, it is 
much widcr, and opens about N. by W. or N. N. W. and Fochea 
bearing about N. E. by N. a bluff point; then off the deck you will ſee 
no land to the eaſtward of Fochea, but from your topmaſt heads, if clear 
weather, you will ſee Rough Corner, by ſome called King William's 
Caſtle, bearing N. E. eaſterly; then run ſo far as to bring Fochea to 
bear N. by W. or N. N. W. and Rough Corner N. E. by E. on which 
you will have four or five fathoms water, and there come to an anchor, 


if not a proper time to go in. You may go in any time of the tide if 


you have wind, clear weather, and day light. It flows full and changes 
E. and W. when you have the marks to bear as above, and bound 
inwards, you will not have the river Bonny open; however, you may 
haul up to the northward within a cable's length and a half of the 
weſtern breakers, and ſo run boldly in, keeping a look- out from the 


maſt-head for any ſpits from the weſtern breakers. If it blows any 


3 f 
wind, nothing can hurt you, but what you may ſee. Still as you run 


in, keep the weſtern breakers on board, and in running in, you will 


ſhole in your water to three and three and a half fathom; when you 


have Fochea W. N. W. you are on the Bar, and immediately will deepen 


your 
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your water to eight, ten and twelve fathoms, on which come to an 
anchor, and ſound for New Calabar. If you go into Bonny, you may 
run right up, only giving Rough Corner a ſmall birth, and keep rather 
the ſtarboard ſhore on board. In coming out, you muſt obſerve the firſt 
quarter's ebb ſets to the eaſtward right over the banks, and after that right 
out S. 8. W. In going out, you muſt. make bold with the weſtern 
breakers, and ſtand no farther to the eaſtward than Bonny, half a cables 
length, open, and till wider as you turn out. When you are over the 
Bar, you muſt be ſure to keep the weſtern breakers on board, and that 
will keep the river well open ; for if you ſtand far to the eaſtward, you 
will be puzzled with the patches and ſhoal water. You muſt not 
venture to ſtand out to the ſouthward, till you have Fochea N. or N. 
by W.—— N. B. When you have made any part of the land between 
Formoſa and Fochea, run no farther than you can ſee the land a-head in 
the evening, but come to an anchor, It will be beſt to come out in 
neep tides. 


[ G. ] 


The following Account of the Abuſes in the Management of the Committee 
appeared in the Public Ledger /aft April: 
April 20, 1772. 
＋T* E great importance of the African trade to this kingdom, and | 1 
your readineſs to inſert in your very uſeful paper, every com- * 
mercial information, induce me to requeſt you will communicate to the 4 
public, the following circumſtances and obſervations relative to that trade, | 6 
as ſoon as poſſible, in the hope that they may not be altogether uſeleſs 
in ſhewing the neceſſity there is, that the bill brought into parliament bt 1 
this ſeſſions, by Sir William Meredith, entitled, A bill to regulate tbe 1 
admiſſion of freemen into the company of merchants trading to Africa, and 1 Fl 
the election of committee. men thereof,” which ſtands ordered to be read 
a ſecond time, the firſt day of May next, ſhould paſs into a law. By 
In the ſeſſions of parliament 1749, ſeveral petitions concerning the trade Wi 


to Africa having been preſented to the Hon, the Houſe of Commons; oh 
F 2 þ 6 47 
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| that Houſe did, on the 7th of March, reſolve, * That on the 16th of the 
ſame, it would 80 into a committee of the whole Houſe upon the ſubject 
of ſaid petitions.” 

In the 1 ith and 12th of April following, the Houſe fat i in committee, 
and upon the 13th, Mr. Alderman Bethell, the chairman;: reported, 
among other reſolutions of the ſaid committee, That ãn order to carry 
on the African trade in the moſt beneficial manner to theſe kingdoms, all 
his Majeſty's ſubjects whatſoever rrading to Africa, be united into an 
open company, &c. and a bill was ordered to be 9. in for chat, and 
other purpoſes, of the ſaid petitions. 1 N 

But many difficulties ariſing from the Altreß ful ſituation of the then 
| Royal African company, the bill did not get through both Houſes, until 
| the ſeffions 1750; when it was paſſed ander the e r of « A bill 

for extending and improving the trade to Africa.” 

By the firſt ſection of which bill it is enacted, © That all his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, wwbo ſhall trade to or from Africa, between Cape Blanco and the 
Cape of Good Hope, ſhall for ever hereafter be a body corporate and 
| politic, in name and in deed, by the name of the company of merchants 


trading to Africa.” 
+ By the 4th ſection of the ſaid bill, the management o the affairs of 


the company is directed to be in and by a committee of nine perſons. 

y the fifth ſection of the ſaid Act, it is ordered, That the election of 
three of the ſaid committee, for that year, ſhould be by « fuch bf the 

* traders or perſons intending lo trade to tr from Africa,” who, in order to 
| being admitted to the freedom of the ſaid company, ſhould pay into the 

hands of the Chamberlain of London, the ſum of forty ſhillings each; 

Three other of the ſaid committee men to be choſen by ſuch other of 
be traders to or from Africa, who, upon the like conditions, were to be 

admitted free of the ſaid company, at Br:ftol, and three others by ſuch 

other of the traders to or from Africa, as, upon the like conditions, ſhould 

be made free at Liverpool.” 

i By the fixth ſection of the ſaid Act, it is directed, That the el-&rons of 
8 committee men ſhall. be annual. By the twelfth ſection of ſaid Act, it is 


' direQed, That all his Majeſty's a dts trading, or intending tb rrade to 
or 
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or from Africa, upon the conditions aforeſaid, be admitted to the freedom. 


of the ſaid company. 
By the _—_— of ſaid Act, the election of the {aid com- 


mittee men is to be by ſuch perſons, as have been admitted to 


the freodomi of the ſaid. company, and free thereof one entire year. 


If all his Mheſtys ſubjects, without diſtinction, paying forty ſhillings 


each, are entitled to be een of this company, as ſome conteſt; how 


places, and not in the laſt? 


The premiſſes being conſidered, can any thing be more evident, than 
that it was the intention of the legiſlature, that the perſons compoſing 
this company ſhould be ſuch; and ſuch only, as were traders do or from 


Africa; or that the committee mien were intended to be choſen only by 


ſuch perſons as, trading to or from Africa, were immediately intereſted. 
in that choice, and in the conduct of the committee? and, that, although: 
by ſome unaccountable miſtake in deferibing the perfons to be admitted 
free of the ſaid company at London, the vague words nrending to trade, ⁵ 
were inſerted, as ſet forth in the fifth ſection of {aid act, not foreſeeing WM 
the miſuſe that, might be made of them, ſtill as the deſcription of the 1 6 


perſons to be made free for Liverpool and Briſtol, is abſolute, and con- 


fined to traders to or from Africa only, it is inconteſtably dear that muſt: # " 


have been the deſign of parliament for all. 
Yet ſo it has happened, that for intereſted and private. purpoſes, taking 


advantage of the words intending to trade, deſigning men have found, 17 
and ufed the means to render the influence of the merchants, really and al 
truly trading to Africa, in the choice of committee men, of no effect; 145 
for under colour of intending to trade to Africa, (the contraty of - which 
admits of no other proof than by inference from circumftances) and | 1 


generally even without that pretence, ſuch numbers of perſons have been 


made free of this company, that 1425 names ſtand now regiſtered as free 1 iy 
men thereof, for London alone; although it is a fact known, and no-- | (bv; 


torious- 


happened it that Jendon, Liverpool, and Briſſal, were particularized, more 
than York, Carliſe, and Gloucefter ? Needs there any argument to prove, 
that it was, becauſe the 7raders to Africa, of whom it was intended this 
company. ſhould conſiſt, were known to reſide inthe fieſt-mentioned 


\. 
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torious to every perſon in the African trade, that the actual traders from 
London to Africa, at this day, are not more than zo, at the uttermoſt; 
and that including them, the entire number of perſons, free of the ſaid 
company, who have at any time ſince the paſſing the beforementioned 
act, to this hour, been traders to or from Africa, from the city of Lon- 
don, does not amount to more than 100. | Tre! 

It may throw ſome farther light upon this ſubject, to obſerve, that the 
annual admiſſion of freemen into the ſaid company, ſands by their Dons 
as follows : 


In 1750 =- 118 * 1760 = 2 1 1770 - 340 
FW r 1274 
8 11 2 1 0 — — 
3 — 2 4 = 2 614 
WS. 0 6 $74 en” | 
"4 gs Spy 
6 » 2 6 - 111 | 
09-9019: ; — 165 
31 O 4 — 226 | 
4 fre I 3 
Yrs. 10 171 Vrs. 10 640 
Firſt Ten Years, — — 171 
Second Ten Vears, — = 640 
Laſt Two Years, — _ 614 
Total — — — 1425 


That of the 274 made free in the year 1771, no leſs than 194 were 
made free in one day, 7. e. the 2d of July in that year, for the obvious 
purpoſe of influencing the election in 1772. And of the whole 274, 
not ten were, or are Traders to Africa. 

Upon a farther inveſtigation of the names of perſons entered as free» 
men from London, it appears that among them there are about twenty 
members of the Houſe of Commons, eighteen Eaſt India directors, fix 
counſellors, ten attorneys, five phyſicians, five ſurgeons, twelve ſtock 
brokers and ſtock jobbers, eighteen tradeſmen of the company ſerving 

them 
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them with goods, (one of which is the hon., gentleman that oppoſes the 
preſent bill) four that are or have been their ſecretaries or clerks, thirteen 
merchants clerks, many Cuſtom Houſe clerks, Eaſt India company's 
clerks, ſome not yet of age, great numbers made free without their 
knowledge and without their expence, cheeſemongers, journeymen 
weavers, ſhoe-makers, taylors, barbers, alehouſemen, paſtry-cooks, pa- 
viors, and in ſhort almoſt every denomination of the loweſt mechanics 
and tradeſmen, excluſive of near four hundred perſons, of whom, after 
a very particular enquiry, even the occupations cannot be known, and of 
whom the reſidence was ſo very obſcure, that at the election in 1771, 
when the number of freemen was only 1043, near two hundred letters 
were returned to the candidates from the poſt office, as addreſſed to 
people who could not be found. 

That ſuch could be the perſons intended by the legiflature to compoſe 
the company of merchants trading to Africa, requires an equal degree 
of folly to conceive, and aſſurance and abſurdity to maintain. 

Liverpool did in the year 1771 ſend out ſhips and goods to the coaſt 
of Africa, ſufficient for the purchaſe of 29, 2 50 negroes, and the num- 


ber of freemen for that town was 88. London ſent out ſhips and goods 
for the purchaſe of 8ooo negroes only that year, yet the number of free 


men for that city is 142 5. 


Jo point out by whom, and for what corrupt ends theſe iniquitous: 
meaſures have been uſed, or for what ſordid purpoſes they are now de- 
fended, is a taſk too invidious for the writer of this letter to engage in, 


unleſs the public ſervice may hereafter require it ; in that caſe you will. 
hear again from, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


A MERCHANT. 


The nt LETTERS appeared ſoon. after. 
Briſtol, April 28. 1772. 
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IN che LEDGER of the 22d of this month, I read a letter figned Ai 1 9 


MERCHANT, ſetting forth, in ſome degree, the importance of the African 


trade, and the abules of the acts of parliaments relative to it, particu- 
larly in the election of African committee men for London. He might 


| 


4 1 


0 
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alſo have mentioned Brito! and Eiverpcol. I wiſh the Merchant, who 
IE ſeems to underſtand the ſubject, (as far as relates to facts in England) 
IE had entered farther into the matter, and told the public, the great abuſes 
every day practiſed by the governors, or chiefs of the forts on the coaſt, 


to the great detriment of the fair trader : That the valuable trade on the 


| | Gold Coaſt will certainly be loſt to the Britiſh merchant, and the forts 


totally ruined, unleſs ſome: good regulations take place ſoon: That the 


forts, ſuch as they are, ſervants, ſlaves, and ſoldiers, (theſe laſt are kept 
in a moſt wretched ſtate) are all, and have been for ſome time paſt, 


according to their ſeveral abilities, employed for the emolument of a few 


' people, who command at the forts, and their friends in London. I 
have been ſeveral voyages to that part of the world, and know theſe 
things; but it would be impolitic in me to let my name be known at 
preſent, for obvious reaſons ; as I purpoſe to make another voyage. The 
people who now monopolize the cream of the Gold Coaſt trade, have 
the public Rock to trade upon. The forts which coſt the nation, to the 
old royal African company, upwards of 100, oool. ſerve them as houſes 


and warehouſes without rent; the ſervants, as well whites as blacks, 


4 are all employed as their agents, and factors, to buy up the ſlaves, gold, 


Kc. without wages, By theſe great advantages they can deal at-leaſt 20 


; per cent. on better terms than the merchant adventurer, who has all theſe 
# neceſſary conveniences to provide, at a very great expence. Nay, I ſhall 
venture to ſay, the public- money granted annually by parliament, 13, oool. 
/ (which I fee by the votes is augmented this year to 15,4001.) as it is ma- 


naged, militates againſt the fair trader, which it was originally intended 
to ſerve, by keeping the forts in a reſpectable condition. This public-money 
is inveſted in prime goods, ſuch as is ordered, and wanted for the better 
aſſortment of the trading chiefs, who divide the cargoes among them- 
ſelves, and in ſhameful proportions, immediately on the arrival of the 
ſtore-ſhip, or ſhips; this diviſion, they ſay, is to pay them the advance 
they are in for the public. By ſuch artful ſchemes of keeping the com- 
pany in debt, which need never be, (and I ſuppoſe but few of the free- 
men of the company know they are liable to) they endeavour to ſanctify 


} their proceedings. I have no ill-· will to any man on the coaſt, yet I think 


3 it 


A P P E N » rte wt x 9 
it my duty, as a good ſubject and free mader, to throw "ih my mite o 1 | 
knowledge, as it may poſſibly draw the attention of ' ſome one man in . 
power to lend his aid towards re forming and regulating, perhaps, the molt} 1 
uſefuh and beneficial commerce this nation now enjoys, conſidering it in 
all its views. It employs great numbers of our poor manufacturers, and f 
our colonies cannot exiſt without negroes. i 

The legiſlature, I obſerve, is taking much pains to regulate the India 


company and their affairs. Query, whether the African trade is not of 1 


more /olid advantage to the nation, than the Eaft India trade, or might 


be made ſo? 
The Eaſt Indies produce a great deal of partial riches, which has an 

evident tendency to overturn our happy conſtitution; whereas the Afri- | | 

can trade diffuſes, like gentle ſhowers. its kindly benefits throughout al 
the Britiſh dominions; I am a ſpeculative man, though now a ſeaman, 1 
and could enlarge on this copious ſubject. 97 NSW 20 YEO 1 
What I have now committed to paper, are the ſerious genvine thoughts 
of an honeſt tar, without order or method. If you, Mr. Printer, think 
proper to publiſh them in your uſeful paper, perhaps they _y do wolf 
710 


ſervice to my n and country at this den r al 
| Woche lo DB any ARICAN Us. 
N. B. The legillature ſhould fend alf. po- Mert to govern and hc i 
the forts in a reſpectable condition. They are bred to acquire honour, 


not riches by trade. Such a regulation need not coſt the public a penny 


more than the preſent allowance, An honeſt, ſenſible, difintereſted com- 4 
mittee have power t to do much good. | | # 


We 


it 
WY 
4 


epo London, June 4, New Llyd's. * 
HAVING much time upon my hands, I went frequently to the | 
houſe. of commons this ſeſſions, to get ſome knowledge of what the f 
guardians of the nation's welfare were doing, for the ſervice of the 9 
public; and to gratify my curioſity with the ſight of ſome men, whoſe is "ny 1 
conduct in parliament I have read of in the Weſt Indies, where I have 1 
a plantation, that maintains my family in Haw. e790 with at not # by, 
ſplendour. -. 213 ai tie o 2134 3 10 is | i} 
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| Among the other important buſineſs of the houſe, was brought in a 
bill to regulate the African trade of the Gold Coaſt, which drew my at- 
| E tention more particularly, as all the ſlaves on my plantation are from that 
part of Africa, which certainly produces the beſt ; for, being inured to 
labour in their own country, they can work on our ſugar-canes immedi 
I ately after their arrival. I took ſome pains to enquire what the real de- 
gn of the bill was, and alſo to know the grievances complained of; as 
might be affected by it. I foon learnt ſufficient to wiſh the bill might 
FE paſs, as, in my opinion, it tended to lower the price of ſlaves, but was 
' much ſurprized, as well as hurt, to find it did not. I have ſince conti- 
Wt nucd my inquiries after facts, and think the knowledge I have got, from 
| African captains of ſhips and others, very converſant'in the trade, may 
be of ſome uſe to the ignorant, who meddle in theſe matters. There- 
|: fore I venture, for the firſt time, to put my thoughts in print. I hope 
| {this eſſay may be well received, as it is well intended; I know n no party, 
nor am I intereſted a penny in the African trade. 
4 In the firſt plage, though I am a freeman of the African company (it 
is not neceſſary to ſay how I became ſo) and was made to vote at the laſt 
election for committee- men as 4 Fool, I am now ſure I did wrong, 
P +.through ſurprize and ignorance, as the act of parliament expreſly ſays, 
none but attual traders, and ſuch as intend to trade to Africa, are eligible 
o vote for committee-men ; therefore, as I neither trade or intend 
o trade, I ſhall not vote again, though I am intereſted in the proſperity 
f the trade eventually, by the purchaſe of negroes annually from the 
raders for my plantation, and this 1 wiſh to do on low terms. But as 
| the affairs under the direction of a committee are now managed, I 
leſpair of getting any Gold Coaſt flaves again, on reaſonable terms, un- 
| cls ſome regulation takes place. From. the information I have had, it 
s very clear to me, that the public money granted annually by parlia- 
ment, for keeping the forts in reſpectable repair, is employed to very dif- 
erent purpoſes; and the forts, which ought to be open for the fafety 
5 ind protection of all Britiſh traders and their effects, are monopohzed, 
nd uſed entirely by the governors and their creatures to carry on an ex- 
"WM trade for themſelves, and their connections in the committee at 
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The convenience of the publio money being veſted in the beſt goods a 

at the defire of thoſe governors, their living rent free, having ſervants of 1 
all forts without wages, or charge of maintenance —nay, having ſalaries 8 
from the public for doing worſe than nothing, (buſineſs for themſelves iff 
expreſly againſt the laws) the free merchant certainly cannot trade within | 
20 or 25 per cent. with thoſe people, as they can afford to give Al. upon 
a ſlave more than the merchant adventurer, who muſt hire places on ſhore 1 
to tranſact their buſineſs, ſervants, &c. at great charge, befide the vaſt 19 
expence and delay of their ſhips, which muſt lie by and rot, till theſs 
monopolizers ſhips are firſt ſerved, and get away. This being the caſe, 
I cannot expect ſlaves again at a reaſonable price, until this iniquitous i; 
ſcheme is broke through: which muſt be done by an act of the legifta-' 
ture, as I find the board of trade have not power to do any good in i 
this matter. They were applied to by petition of the principal ner- | 
chants in the African trade, ſore time laſt winter, wherein was ſet 
forth, that five men, who had alternately been committee-men fot Lon- il 
don, had entered into a written combination, to ſupport, at a mutual | 4 
expence, one another, and exclude all the other freemen from that office. 
The anſwer the board of trade gave the merchants was, that, on confult- +51 
ing their lawyer, they found the acts of parliament did not impower them 
to grant the prayer of the petition (which was, to exclude thoſe perſons Wi 
from ever being committee- men again). As theſe things are fo, I firmly k 
believe, the free trader to that part of Africa where the forts are muſt be 
materially injured, and the Weſt India Planters of courſe hutt, by being 1 
obliged to pay an advanced price for their ſlaves.—Theſe combinations, Wi 
at home and abroad, have ſtill a worſe tendency, as it puts the advance 
price into the pockets of the black brokers, who are a very artful, indolent ö * 
people, and content themſelves with bringing fewer ſlaves to the water- 
ſide for ſale, when they ſee, by the folly of the white men, that they ll 
can get as many goods now for one ſlave as they uſed to get for two. * WM 
By what is here ſet forth, the public muſt ſee, that I ſuppoſe a trad- 0 
ing connection ſubſiſts between ſome of the African committee and fi 
their governors on the coaſt; this I certainly do, and I believe it can, WY 
and will be made fully appear, when the miniſtry have time to think 1 
G 2 about 
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about the African trade, which I am ſure is of more real advantage to 
the nation than any of them ſeem to imagine. I confeſs I ſpeak feelingly 
. as a Planter, and think this great commerce (which takes off about a mil- 
on and half value of our home manufactures annually) would be better 
I attended to, if there were a few nabobs amongſt the'traders, who. could 
| have influence at elections of members of parliament. . | 

IF The acts of parliament relative to the African trade appear to me to he 
made on a very liberal plan. A committee was inſtituted, purely to ſee 
chat the public money, annually granted, was laid out honeſtly. and ſen-- 
ſibly in keeping the forts. in good repair, to aid the Britiſh merchant, and: 
4 to awe foreigners as well as the natives. Ve committee {who ſhould: cer 
1 : tainly by the ſpirit and intention of the ad be choſen by real traders). have the: 
* appointment of all the governors of the forts and other ſervants. 

| 9 The legiſlature has granted, ſince the year 1750, upwards of 300, oool. 
for repairing and keeping the forts in a reſpectable condition. The en- 
1 | 

. quiry ſhould naturally be, has that money been employed properly, ac- 
cording to the intention of government? What I have learned, and from- 
: | good authority, is, that there are but two or three of the eleven forts, viz.. 
5 Cape Coaſt Caſtle, and Annamaboe, that are in any ſort of repair; the 
others in a moſt ruinous condition; and, I am well informed, would, 
land ought to have been evacuated long ſince, if they were not found: 
convenient to lodge a man or two to carry on trade for the chiefs. 

The bill brought in by Sir William Meredith, and loſt by inattention, 
would not, in my opinion, have anſwered fully to the juſt expectation of the 
fair trader, nor what he expected from it, as it only meant to regulate the 
tection of committee-men, which Sir William hoped would make the 

fountain head pure,—as he ſuppoſed the actual traders would chuſe ho- 

neſt, diſintereſted, public ſpirited men, to manage the public money, and 
[icheriſh the fair merchant. 
Human nature, Iam ſorry to find it, is ſo eaſily corrupted and blinded 
" by ſelf-intereſt, that I think it beſt to endeavour to prevent an evil, by 
{keeping temptation as much as poſſible out of the way of individuals ; 
therefore, I am for having an act of the legiſlature for explaining and 
tamending all the former acts. I would ſuffer no man in the public ſer- 
vice 
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vice to trade for a penny on the Coaſt ; nor any but real traders and free- 
men to vote at any future election for committee- men. Send regular 
military gentlemen, of unblemiſhed characters, to command and have 
the care of the forts; many ſuch, and now on half- pay, might ſoon be 
found, that would thankfully accept of the appointments, for three years, 
and then to be relieved by others: ſending factors and writers, is abſurd, 
as it is no trading company; a ſtorekeeper is neceſſary, who ſhould give 
ſecurity for the faithful diſtribution of the ſtores under the inſpection of 
the chief governor, who ſhould be a captain at leaſt in his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, to reſide at Cape Coaſt Caſtle, and rank as major in Africa, with 1000l: 
per ann. ſalary, and power to act as a juſtice of peace. The other forts 
to be commanded by inferior officers on leſs ſalaries. There ſhould be an 
able engineer ſent from the Tower, to have the immediate direction of 
the repairs of the forts. Such kind of regulation would be ſenfible, and 
effectually remove any jealouſy in the merchants,. and need not coſt | 
the public more than the preſent allowance. I throw out theſe hints 
for others to improve upon.. | | 

I am told there are not leſs than fourteen hundred people who are made 
free in London, to vote at the next election for African committee- men, 
and not above fifty real traders amongſt them, who, if the act of par- [Ft 9 
liament was properly underſtood, have a right to vote. Shameful proſti- 
tution of an Act fo well intended ! Surely no gentleman will vote that is 
not an actual trader. Tools muſt do as they are bid. What can induce 
men of any eredit to take ſuch unwarrantable ſteps to get into the 
management of public money? It ſurely cannot be the ſmall ſalary [i 
only,—The men that will probably be choſen next month, and by ji 
creatures of their own making, are, I am told, well known; and I hope, | F 
if choſe, will next winter be brought before the tribunal of the public, 


to account for their conduct; I ſhall bear a part in it as Fi 
A WEST INDIA PLANTER. 
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P. S. Why do not the real African merchants of London, Briſtol, ; 9 
and Liverpool, nominate and ſupport three proper people, for each p af 
place, to be their committee- men; and inſtruct thoſe that are choſe, f 10 
nay, require it of them, to make the neceſſary regulations on the Coaſt * | 
That: 
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That there was ſolid grounds for what appeared in the papers v was 
] plain from the following memorial. 

1 London, June 11, 1772. 
At a meeting of the ſociety of Merchants trading to Africa from 
ftmis port, 

| Reſolved, 

That the memorial of the merchants of London trading to Africa, 
1 * preſented to the Rt. Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners of Trade and Planta- 
| . tions on the 17th of March laſt, be publiſhed for the better information of 


1 the public touching the grounds of the ſaid bill, and to prevent any 


9 Tuture miſrepreſentation of them. 


To the FRINTER 


4 


xz SIR, 
7 IN compliance with the above reſolution I take the liberty to incloſe 
you a copy of the memorial therein mentioned, and to requeſt, by 
order of the ſociety, you will be fo obliging to publiſh the ſame, 
land am, 8 IX. 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 
No. 31, Bread-ſireet. Joun PETER DEMARIN. 
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To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners for T. rade and Plantations. 


The Memorial of the Merchants and Traders to Africa from the Port of 
London, whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 
Humbly ſheweth, 

THAT by an act paſſed in the 23d year of his late Majeſty, entitled, 
% An Act for extending and promoting the trade to Africa,” it was 
among other things enacted, that all his Majeſty's ſubjects who ſhall 
trade to or from any of the ports or places of Africa, ſhall for ever here- 
after be a body corporate and politick, in name and in deed, by the name 
of the Company of Merchants trading to Africa. 

That the direction and management of the affairs of the ſaid company 
ſhould be by a committee of nine perſons, to be choſen annually by ſuch 
Pe his Majeſty's ſubjects, trading or intending to trade to or from Africa, 
6 as 
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43 
as ſhould, upon payment of the ſum of forty ſhillings each, be admitted A 
freemen or members of the ſaid company, and free thereof for the ſpace I: 
of one year. Ci 
| The act alſo directs three of the committee-men to be choſen by the 
freemen of the ſaid company, who ſhould be made free at Liverpool ; # 
three others by the freemen of the ſaid company, who ſhould be made * 
free at Briſtol ; and three others by the freemen of the ſaid company, wo 
ſhould be made free at London. bl 
And by the faid act, the commiſſioners for trade and plantations are 1 | 
authorized and impowered, from time to time, in caſe any of the ſaid | i 
committee-men ſhall be guilty of any miſbehaviour, contrary to the true 
intent and meaning of this act, to remove any of the ſaid committee-men, | 
firſt hearing them as to the truth of the charge againſt them, and to give 
notice to elect others, in the room or ſtead of thoſe ſo removed. 
In conformity to the intention of this act, moſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects 
then trading to or from Africa, from London, Liverpool, and Briſtol, | 
became freemen of the ſaid company at thoſe places reſpectively, and | 
proceeded to the election of nine committee- men, who agreeable to the vi 
directions of the ſaĩd act, in conſequence of ſuch choice, became inveſted, |} : 
in behalf of the ſaid company, of all the forts, caſtles, canoe- men, caſtle- FF 
ſlaves, military ſtores, &c. poſſeſſed theretofore by the Royal African 
company of England, together with the power of governing, main- || . 
taining, and preſerving the fame; the right of appointing all officers, 
civil and military, that ſhould be neceſſary for thoſe purpoſes; and of * 
diſpoſing of ſuch-ſums of money, as, for the purpoſes aforeſaid, govern- mY 
ment ſhould think fit to grant, and which it has ſince very liberally given. bi ö 
In the ſucceeding years many more of his Majeſty's ſubjects trading to M | 
Africa, and among the reſt, the far greater part of your memorialiſts "0 j 
became freemen of the ſaid company, reaſonably hoping thereby to have [ A 
that influence in the choice of committee-men, that it was obviouſly the | af 
defign of the legiſlature, and neceſſary to the good of the African trade, ® 
they as traders to Africa ſhould have. 10 
But ſo it has happened, through the arts of deſigning men, that neither 
the votes of your memorialiſts, nor thoſe of all his Majeſty's ſubjects 9 12 


trading 
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trading to Africa from London, would be ſufficient to procure the office 
of committee-man of that port for any perſon, however fitly qualified; 
for under a pretence that theſe words of the ſaid act,“ Traders or in- 
tending to trade to or from Africa,” preſcribed no limits, but that any 
perſon, being his Majeſty's ſubject, might and ought to be made free of 
the ſaid company, upon payment of forty ſhillings each, to the uſe thereof; 
ſuch numbers, without any regard to the diſtinction of trading or in- 
tending to trade to Africa, have been admitted to its freedom, that all 
oppoſition on the part of the real traders thither, to ſuch iniquitous 
proceedings, can be of no avail ; the actual traders free of the company 


ia this city not being more, as your memorialiſts are well convinced, 
having carefully examined the liſt of freemen of the ſaid company for 


London, publiſhed in July laſt, than 100 at the moſt, although the 


number of perſons then free thereof appears by the ſaid liſt to be 1043 ; 
. and there have been fince that time ſo many more perſons made free, that 


| the total number of perſons pretending to have a right to vote for com- 
mittee-men for London at the election for the year enſuing, is now in- 
| creaſed to 142 5; much the greater part of whom, ſo far from being 
African traders, are not even known to your memorialiſts ; and of thoſe 
who are known to them, great numbers are evidently by their profeſſions, 
ſuch as Counſellors, Attorneys, Phyſicians, Surgeons, Stock-brokers, and 
Stock-jobbers, not likely to be traders to or from Africa, or to have any 


intention to trade thither; others they find to be tradeſmen ſerving the 


company with the goods purchaſed with the public money ; their 
Secretary, and even their Porters; perſons not yet of age, and of the 
very loweſt ſtations in life, not made free at their own requeſt, or at 
their own expence ; and ſometimes even without their knowledge: and 
with ſo little diſguiſe or pretence to any regard for the rights of your 
memorialiſts, or reverence to the laws, have ſuch diſqualified people been 
made free, that your memorialiſts are well informed a ſingle perſon has 
recently preſumed to ſend in a liſt of 160 names of people at one time, 
that he deſired might be admitted to the freedom of the ſaid company, 
and has had them made free accordingly, although ſcarce any of them 
were legally qualified. 
| Your 
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Your memorialiſts have alſo authentic proof that the committee-men for 9 


London, for the preſent year, Mr. James Johnſon, Mr. James Mill, and 
Mr. Samuel Bean, did enter into an agreement on - the 12th of Sep- "oy 


tember, 1770, with Mr. James Bogle French, and Mr. Gilbert Roſs, ö 


then committee- men for the ſaid port, in the following words: 


« It is agreed between Meſſ. James Johnſon, Gilbert Roſs, and James 
Bogle French, together with Samuel Bean, and James Mill, that the ad 
expences attending the laſt African election, reſpecting freemen, &c. ſhall 
be an equal charge between them: And it is further agreed by the 
parties, that they ſhall unite their whole ſtrength upon the next and every 
ſucceeding election, in ſupport of three of the above, as ſtipulated under- 
neath, reſerving a right nevertheleſs'to Mr. Sam. Smith, as being one of | 
the candidates when his affairs admit of it, or he has made a reſpectable 
dividend to his creditors, Mr. Samuel Bean in that caſe having agreed to 11 


relinquiſh to Mr. Smith. Signed, 


James JohN sox, 

James Bool FRE N, 
GILBERT Ross, 
James MiLr, 

SAMUEL BEAN.” 


Manifeſtly ſeeking thereby through the moſt corrupt means and 7 
illegal combination to conſtitute themſelves perpetual committee- men for 1 F 
the port of London,” in the moſt dire& violation of the rights of your ö . 


memorialiſts, and others, the traders to Africa from that city, and to the 


utter perverſion of a ſtatute framed on the moſt liberal principles, and BH | 


tending to the greateſt commercial advantages, 

Your memorialiſts therefore complain of the ſaid Mr. James Johnſon, 
Mr. James Mill, and Mr. Samuel Bean, the preſent committee-men for 
the port of London, for having done an act ſo ſubverſive of, and preju- 
dicial to, their rights, and thoſe of all the traders to Africa from this 


port, and for being guilty therein of miſbehaviour, contrary to the true 


intent and meaning of the act before in part recited. 


And therefore pray that you will be pleaſed to order them to be re- if 


moved from being committee-men any longer for the port of London, 
and to direct that a new election of others in their room may be had 


H under 


TH 


— 


Nene, 


3 under ſuch regulations as ſhall prevent the repetition of fo flagrant an 
abuſe of the intention of the legiſlature, and ſo injurious to that trade, 
3 the protection and extenſion of which were the great objects of its care. 


I Samuel Bainbridge Samuel Gift VM. illiam Barber 

. Alex. Stevenſon Samuel Smith John Hamilton 

E Kender Maſon Gilbert Franklin F. Warner Phipps 

James Tweed Arthur Yones Geo. Clarke 

| k Ellis Needbam Jobn Shoolbred > Thomas Philpot 

0 ; James Lone John Peter Demarin John Barnard 

5 5 Robert Sorſbie Anthony Bacon Fohn Townſon 

= = Peter Boftock Chriſtopher Court William Hindley 
Ben. Kenton William Wilſon Gerrard Teiſe 

\F Swete Wood Hugh Connor Robert Vigne 

. Juabn Macmillan William Wilton Michael James 

; Patt Power Charles Connor John Pickett 
Robert Eyre Robert Macmillan James Hambrough 
i Miles Barber Henry Poole Nicholas Lutyens. 


; merchant, not to inſert his vindication of himſelf from having any hand 
in ſuch ſiniſter practices as the committee-men's agreement. Their 
| making a ſort of reſerve for his being of the committee was probably done. 
n to keep him, if poſſible, from expoſing the improprieties in their conduct, 
which they muſt be ſenſible he was well acquainted with; and that it 
vas not with any real purpoſe of ſerving him he clearly ſhewed by cutting 
off all poſſibility of objection by the certificate of thoſe gentlemen, who 
| had the inſpection of his affairs —The following letter appeared in the 
Public Advertiſer : 

SIR, | 

i THE ſociety of merchants trading to Africa from this port 


; After this it would be an injuſtice to a very eminent and very worthy 
* 


having publiſhed in your paper the memorial by them preſented 
to the Lords of Trade and Plantations on the 17th of March 
ty laſt, relative to the abuſes which have obtained in the choice of 
African committee-men for ſome time paſt, and there being in that 


memorial ſet forth an agreement, dated September 12, 1770, wherein 
2 I am 
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I am mentioned in ſuch manner, that it may be ſuppoſed I was a party 
thereto. In order to prevent any ſuch miſapprehenſion, I think it F | 
expedient [to declare, that agreement was made without my knowledge, 
and that I never heard thereof until April 1771, when ſeveral of my 4 
friends thinking it proper I thould offer myſelf a candidate for the office 
o fan African committee-man at the election then enſuing, I went to one of 
the five gentlemen who had ſigned the agreement aforeſaid to ſolicit his vote 
and intereſt, having, as I imagined, reaſonable ground for the expeCtation 
of both from him in ſupport of my pretenſions. This gentleman, to my 
great ſurprize, told me he could not comply with my requeſt ; and upon 
my preſſing him farther, produced the agreement abovementioned as the 
cauſe of his refuſal. I had no ſooner read it than perceiving it was 10 
prejudicial to my reputation, and injurious to the public in its manifeſt 
deſign, I expoſtulated with him upon its contents, but to no purpoſe; kB 
he replying, that in this caſe he would not go from his engagement, nor 
could he give me any aſſiſtance until, agreeable to the tenor of it, I had | 
made a reſpectable dividend to my creditors;” I confeſs it appeared 
a little extraordinary to me that theſe five gentlemen ſhould be ſo ex- 
ceedingly careful of matters in which they were no way intereſted. i 
Determined to ſtrip off this maſk, I remonſtrated that I could and ſhould 
have made a very reſpectable dividend to my creditors, had not the 
gentlemen inſpectors into my affairs thought it proper, through un- Fl 
common- friendſhip and confidence in me, to ſend out to Africa to aſſort {il 
my effects there, goods to a conſiderable amount, purchaſed with the 5 
money appertaining to my eſtate, inſtead of dividing it immediately | 
amongſt the creditors, who had conſented to their doing fo and inveſted x ] | 
them with the power neceſlary for that end. That this might not reſt 
on my word alone, and to remove, as I thought, any objection, I applied Wi 
to the gentlemen appointed inſpectors into my affairs, who, with their if 
accuſtomed goodneſs, gave me the following teſtimony in writing : af 
« Theſe are to certify whom it may concern, that Mr. Samuel Smith, 
of the Old Jewry, merchant, as an act of juſtice and prudence Wi 
towards his creditors, as well as his own family, ſtopt payment ; | | 

we, as principal creditors, at the deſire of an unanimous general Wi 
meeting, took upon us the inſpection and direction of his affairs.” * | 

«- (Or 
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On examining his books, which were ſettled in a very few days, we 
found every tranſaction regular and fair, and have not fince on farther 
examinations found any errors. 
| Upon the balance of his affairs it clearly appears that he ought to 
have, after paying all his debts, a very good fortune remaining without 
taking into the account any profits ariſing from his extenſive trade to 
Africa. 
= That he has more effects at his ſettlements, and on board his ſhips 
' now at Africa and America, than will pay all his debts, which is acknow- 
& ledged by his partner Richard Brew, Eſq; of Annamaboe, who intends 
{= to ſend off ſlaves ſufficient for that purpoſe in the courſe of this and 
next year, 
Being ſatisfied of Mr. Smith's integrity and good conduct, alſo of 
F the honour and honeſty of his partner Mr. Brew, we (agreeable to the 
powers inveſted in us) have ſent out upwards of 20,0001. value in 
goods, &c. to. aſſort the goods in his factories on the coaſt of Africa, 
| which, together with 11,0001. actually paid to creditors who had 
4. ſecurities, would have reduced his debts more than one half. 
As Mr. Smith has ated with ſo much honour, reſolution, and 
2 diligence, to do juſtice to all the world, we think him eligible to hold and 
- exerciſe any employment of reputation and truſt. 


©. BING; - - 
THnoMAs SUTTON, 
RoBteRT ALLEN, 
London, April 30, 1771. ALEXANDER ANDERSON, 
MARTIN PRETRIE, 
CHARLES EASTGATE.” 


One would have thought, after producing this certificate, every 
# objection or difficulty on the part of the five gentlemen who ſigned the 
agreement would have been obviated and removed, but it had no ſuch 
effect. They continued to ſupport each other, and were the chief people 
if who oppoſed my election laſt year, for reaſons beſt known to ſome of 
# themſelves, and more than gueſſed at by the merchants concerned in the 
African 
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African trade, and by me, who have had the honour-of being formerly 


a member of the African committee for London and Briſtol ſeveral 1 


years. Jam, 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Old Jerry, Fune 30. SAMUEL SMITH. $8 


L H.] 


Extracts from a Pampblet publiſhed by Mr. Tweed, a Gentleman ub 


 refided upwards of Fifteen Years in Africa, which ſhews the miſerable 
Condition of. the Forts, the Arts of the Governirs, and other Abuſes 


_ worthy attending to, on the Coaſt. 


Come now to a point which I hope will merit attention; as I dare 


ſay adminiſtration, and the nation in general, have underſtood it, and 
looked upon it, in a very different point of view to what it really is : 


I mean the ſituation of the forts and ſettlements on the Gold Coaſt of 1 


Africa. I am ſorry to ſay, that they are in almoſt every reſpect a diſ- 


grace to the nation. They lie like a heap of rubbiſh—a neſt for filth and | 
without influence, degraded and ſtigmatized, as mere 


vermin 


burleſques on fortification ; laughing ſtocks for Europeans, and the deri- 


ſion of the natives. Inſtead of ſupporting the dignity of the nation, they | 
ſully and diſgrace it. The governors or chiefs, tamely and diſpiritedly, 
have ſuffered Britiſh ſubjects to be groſsly inſulted, nay flogged, under the ö 
muzzles of their guns, in ſight of their half. ſtarved centries with arms in 
their hands; and have bore the inſults of the haughty natives, when with 
menaces they dared them to reſent it. And fo greatly diſpirited are theſe W | 


poor wretches of ſoldiers, that they are the next ſtep to inanimate beings. 


The poor pittance of putrid falt proviſion which they are allowed, though : | by 


they pay very exorbitantly for it, contrary to the allowance and intention of | 


government, is ſcarce ſufficient to ſuſtain life; and their meagre pitiful j ; N | 
countenances plainly indicate the ſcenes of miſery and want to which 
they are ſubjected; having often had the misfortune of being lorded over ö 0 


by a ſet of unfeeling beings, whoſe hearts are ſteeled againſt ſympathy, 


and every other Chriſtian or ſocial virtue. Wealth is the deity they | 14 
worſhip ; WW 
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EF worſhip; and do they only accompliſh that end, national honour, 
national intereſt, or national influence, are quite beneath their conſidera- 
tion. They receive a ſalary for doing their own buſineſs ; and the ware- 
4 houſes, craft, and ſervants of the public, are all ſubſervient to their ends 
{ and purpoſes. From this general rule, there may, no doubt, be ſome 
F exceptions; but it is manifeſt, and paſt all contradiction, that it has been 
= too often the caſe ; and it can eaſily be made appear, that inſtead of the 
= forts being in any degree ſerviceable, or their chiefs affording any ſuccour 
to the Britiſh trader or intereſts, they have, from their ſelf- intereſted 
1 views, been highly detrimental to it by obſtructing the ſhippiog in their 
= purchaſes. 
It will naturally occur to aſk, from what means theſe POE and 
L. grievances ariſe, and under whoſe care and management the African affairs 
% are conducted and carried on? The anſwer of courſe muſt be, that there 
3 is a committee choſen by the merchants, who are by act of parliament 
5 admitted, ſor the more effectual extenſion of the African trade, on pay- 
ing in to the committee's ſecretary forty ſhillings, and half a crown for 
perquiſite. The majority of ſuffrages in this body conſtitutes a commit- 
tee-man: but though the intention is originally good, it is often like 
other matters of the kind baſely ſubverted ta ſiniſter purpoſes. For in- 
ſtance, a tooth-drawer or mountebank, on paying this paltry ſum, be- 
comes qualified to vote for whom he may be influenced, even for the or- 
: dinary of Newgate, or ſexton of St, Giles's, ſhould they put up as candi- 
dates: indeed, had ever either or both theſe perſonages been choſen, 
. | their knowledge of Africa would only have proved tantamount to many 


of the reſpectable gentlemen who have filled that office; and, if we may 
+ judge from their conduct, would neither have expoſed themſelves fo 
much, or would have committed ſuch arrant blunders. But to proceed 
This committee is to eonſiſt of three for London, three for Liverpool, 
and three for Briſtol. They are to ſuperintend and manage all the affairs 
; relative to the public forts and ſettlements in Africa (Senegambia ex- 
cepted) and to give ſuch directions and orders to the governors and chiefs, 
g as may be conducive to the national intereſts and credit abroad. They, 


. ig conſequence, are to indent for ſuch ſtores aud. goods as may be thought 
need- 
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53 
needful to be ſent out, either as repairs or other maintenance of the ſorts ; „ 
but it is an indiſputable fact, that theſe committee gentlemen have often, 
nay generally, been connected with the governors and chiefs abroad, on 
the trading ſyſtem; by which means ſuch a natural ſympathy has ſub- MR 
ſiſted between them, that the ſupplies have been wiſcly calculated for 
very particular purpoſes, as well as conſiderable aſſortments ſent over in | 
the ſame bottoms, for which the public pay freight. 

When parliament eſtabliſhed the committee, it was enacted, that the ſs 
accounts relative to their diſburſements ſhould be audited before the Ex- f 
chequer ; and alſo, upon proper notice by advertiſement, they ſhould ij 
ſubmit them to the inſpection of any number or committee of their con- i 
ſtituents: but ſo much has this valuable branch been neglected, that they Al 
have been left to their own direction, and have no doubt availed them- K 
ſelves of it. | 

Since the commencement of the preſent peace, our natural enemies 11 
and rivals the French have been aſſiduous, and have uſed every piece of 4 
chicane and low cunning, whereby to worm us out of the trade; by 
inſinuating to the natives, that if they could by any means get quit of 
the Engliſh, they would put it on a very advantageous footing for them. 
The natives very ſhrewdly anſwered, that the Engliſh were the moſt likely 
to extirpate themſelves; becauſe, if they ere 1 r each other, 
they would ſoon or- de themſelves. 

The Africans are in general crafty, cunning, 8 maſter of difficaw- 
lation, ſedulous in accompliſhing their ends, volatile and bigotted ig 
their opinions, unſtable in their friendſhips, treacherous where intereſt | 
| intervenes, dupes to luxury, great lovers and admirers of pomp and gau- | 
dineſs, though naturally mean in their diſpofitions. They are prone to Wl 
paſſions, very reſentful ; but they would rather wait for a fair opportu- 
nity to be revenged on their adverſary, by taking an advantage, than to Wil 
afford him a fair chance. They are almoſt generally and naturally thieves, Wi 
though they are loth to be diſcovered; but, what is rather remarkable, 
when matters are put under their truſt, they in common prove faithful. 
The management of the Governors of the Forts merits attention: 
The governor of Cape Coaſt having a ſalary of 8oct, per annum, the 
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P governor of Annamaboe 4ool. and the other chiefs 1001. each, which 
© they pick and cull out of the primeſt, and moſt commanding articles, 


ſent out by the committee, on which they trade for themſelves, and the 
1 governor of Cape Coaſt always having contrived in the courſe of the 


year to bring the public in his debt, by charging repairs for the forts, and 


other etceteras, as alſo for arrears paid to his predeceſſor, which ſwallows 


up almoſt the whole ſupply ſent out in the annual ſhip by the committee; 
and this they urge as ſome excuſe for treating the inferior ſervants 
ill, by paying their ſalaries in refuſe goods, and often employing the 
F. clerks, ſerjeants, nay even the ſoldiers of the forts, to act for them in 


E the inland parts, and by their influence with the natives, preſents made, 


and other machinations, they obſtruct and intercept the purchaſes of the 
ſhipping, and the regular courſe of trade; while the poor unhappy ſoldi- 
ers, inferior ſervants, and low artificers are paid with the dregs of the 
goods; by which they are barely able to purchaſe a very ſcanty pittance 
of the worſt, and moſt putrid ſorts of proviſions ; thro' which hardſhips 
they ſpin out the miſerable reverſion of a life not worth enjoying, and 
| which rarely exceeds an annual period. 

4 The ſhipping, being clogged with heavy outfits, wear and tear, inter- 
eſt of money, inſurance, &c. are often obliged to pay the chiefs per- 
baps from fifteen to twenty, nay twenty-five per cent. advance on all the 
ſlaves they buy of them, notwithſtanding they have little or any riſque, 
and have fire, candles, lodging, and waſhing, beſides ware-houſes, la- 
þourers, artificers, canoe-men, magazines, canoes, and every expence 
of the fort found them at the public expence. Neither coarſe goods or 
brandy ſufficient are indented for by the governors ; and part of the pro- 
viſions which have been ſent out, by apparently authentic intelligence, 
have been ſold to the Dutch for gold, which is the governor's private 


emolument, while the ſoldiers and inferior ſervants, are kept half the 


4 yearin a ſtarving condition, their wages being paid them in goods that 
have been bandied from fort to factory, till they are in an unſaleable 
* ſtate. On what they can procure for theſe they muſt live, or ſtarve for 
want; an alternative ſhocking to thought, and a diſgrace to humanity. 
: The quantity of Engliſh brandy ordered out annually from the commit- 


tee, 
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tee, not being above 8 to 10, ooo gallons, and the conſumption at leaſt * 
20,000, the ſurplus is found by the committee's ſervants; for which they | 
pay themſelves out of the prime articles of the goods, charging at the 
rate of fix ſhillings per gallon for what coſts twenty pence, excluſive of % 
another very advantageous brewery, which, if report (and I mean no 
paltry report) is trus, upwards of twenty per cent. is advantaged by it. 
From this circumſtance it is demonſtrable to a certainty, that there is a 
loſs to the public annually, of upwards of ſixteen hundred pounds. f 
The article of Portugueſe tobacco they alſo make a pretty advantage 
of, as the committee's ſervants, and ſoldiers have been generally paid 
one fourth part of their wages and ſalaries in it, and their ſlaves one half. 
This tobacco, from authentic accounts, may and has been laid in from 
Portugueſe ſhips at about three pounds ſterling per roll; but when bought 
with ſileſias or cowries, at about thirty-five ſhillings per roll; and the 
governors of Cape Coaſt have by their indents availed themſelves of this 
circumſtance, having a ſalvo ready in excuſe, that theſe articles were in- 
tended for the Whydah ſettlement. This tobacco, when it happens to 
be a commanding article, is ſold to the ſervants and ſoldiers at two ſhil- 3 
lings and fix pence per fathom, or fix pounds five ſhillings per roll, each 
roll running from fifty to ſixty fathoms. This being purchaſed with 11 
public ſupplies, brought on ſhore by the committee's canoes and ſervants, i 
it would appear but reaſonable, that the public ſhould reap the advantage 
of all ſuch bargains. On a ſuppoſition, that it would require five hun- 
dred rolls per annum to ſupply all the forts, this might be purchaſed 
| (communibus annis) for cowries, at thirty-five ſhillings per roll, which 
will be about nine hundred pounds ſterling for the whole; and as it is 
retailed to the ſervants of every claſs at two ſhillings and fix pence the 
fathom, or fix pounds five ſhillings the roll, amounting in the whole to 
three thouſand one hundred and twenty-five pounds, Coaſt currency, or 
two thouſand two hundred and thirty pounds ſterling, it will appear that 
upwards of one thouſand three hundred _m_ ſterling 1s annually loſt to 11 
the public on this article. 706 
Beſides the articles of brandy and tobacco, the governors reap no in- 


conſiderable advantages from the long coarſe goods, as ſuch are only adapted 
I for 
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for purchaſe of proviſions, the prime ſorts, as has been pointed out, being 
rendered ſubſervient to more intereſted purpoſes. Now ſuppoſe we only 
allow the ſum of five hundred pounds ſterling which might be ſaved, by 
ſending out coarſe goods in room of ſtriped taffaties, pullicats, &c. where- 
by they rival and overbid the fair trader; this, with the annual ſums 
which as before ſpecified might be ſaved on the brandy and tobacco, 
would amount to upwards of three thouſand pounds per annum ſaving to 
the public; which ſum, I ſhould humbly: preſume, would be an object 
well worthy animadverſionon the preſent ſyſtem, being, as can be proved, 


4 founded on notorious facts, and the calculation under what with truth 
and propriety it might be carried to. 


As I muſt adopt two different methods, 3 to remove the evils 
ſo obviouſly ſet forth, I ſhall firſt begin with a ſuppoſition which, I think, 
will be highly neceflary ; that is, to put the forts in a proper repair; this 
apparently being the firſt object to be confidered. With regard to de- 
tending and garriſoning them afterwards, military gentlemen would be 
beſt, as they have neither-natural, or we'll ſuppoſe any acquired ideas of 
commerce, and, if ſent out under proper reſtrictions and regulations, 
think there appears no ill conſequences to be dreaded from their inter- 
fering in that reſpect; and canſequently the ſlaves and other produces, 
now foreſtalled and monopolized by the forts, would circulate among, 
and be purchaſed by the ſhipping and fair traders, at near twenty per cent. 
cheaper. 

The troops garriſoning the forts ſhould be l punctually every 
three years; and a tax might be laid on flaves and ivory, in order to aid 
the payment of the military eſtabliſhment, and keep the forts in repair. 
The military gentlemen could be ſuppoſed to have no intrigues with the 
natives relative to trade, nor would make uſe of any chicane, whereby 
to worm the ſhipping or fair trader out of it; at the ſame time they 
would ſettle and compromiſe any diſputes between their white people and 
the natives, with more impartiality and candour than people whoſe ſelf 


vieus in every reſpect have influenced the conduct, and who have been 
rather apt to foment than to ſuppreſs diſturbances and jealouſies. The 
captain general or commander in chief might be inveſted with all the 


a | powers 
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powers of a juſtice of the peace, and have a true and authentic journal 


kept of all the tranſactions, civil as well as military, which may occur; |: 
copies of - which ſhould be tranſmitted, ſigned by him, to the ſecretary 


of war, and of trade, or to fome of the ſecretaries of ſtate. _ 
From the defence private traders would receive from the military, and 


on which they could rely, they would be induced to ſettle, and extend 1 
their trade; as from them they might expect ſome ſuccour 3 whereas 


1 


from the committee, and their ſervants, they have too often experienced 


the perverſion of their ſchemes, and ſubverſion of. their trade in general. 


On every emergency the forts, while under military government and 


direction, would be more properly defended, the nation's honour and 
reputation would appear with more conſpicuaus eclat, the perſons and 
effects of adventurers would be better ſecured and protected, and they 
would on all occaſions have the chance of receiving more aſſiſtance from 
the military gentlemen, than any other. 

A military foree would awe the ſeamen and pailins: into a more 


regular and implicit obedience than the preſent civil eſtabliſhment could | 


do; and would prevent mutiny and deſertion among the ſhips crews, 
which ſo n happen, and prove deſtrucuve'! to 3 in that 
country: 

His majeſty's troops, from being well ſupplied with i well 
clothed, kept clean, and properly exerciſed, would continue more vigorous 
and healthy, and in fickneſs would be better ſupplied with medicines 
and nouriſhment, than a ſet of unhappy creatures, who experience 
nothing but miſery, rags, ſtinking proviſion, and unwholſome liquors ; 


by which means, I am. well informed, that near forty out of forty-eight . 


ſoldiers have periſhed from the beginning of March to the end of 
May 1770. But this ſhould not alarm or deter the troops, as the climate 
on the Gold Coaſt is in general wholſome, only, the miſconduct before 
ſpecified: accounts for the great and ſudden mortality of the people, 
which cataſtrophe might in future be much alleviated, as the country 
produces excellent fiſh, poultry, and other freth proviſions, as alſo greens, 

fruits, and roots of a ſalubrious and refreſhing nature. 
Should theſe aſſertions have any weight, and be adopted, I am 
convinced matters would be much altered for the better to what they 
I 2 now 
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now are, and ſome ſmall tax on the purchaſes of the ſhipping might 
be laid towards maintaining the forts. 

All orders for years paſt, fent from the committee, are not only looſely 
worded, but they leave their ſervants to explain the acts of parliament in 
ſuch manner, as may conduce to their own private ends and purpoſes, 
conſequently they have been quite diſregarded, acts of parliament have 
been ſet aſide, and theſe gentlemen have acted as if ſubordinate to no 
EB reſtriction, regulation, or controul. 

; The ruinous ſituation of the windward trade is ee nee 
no purchaſed there at upwards of double the price to what they were 
in the year 1756. Numbers of lives have been loſt by boats and veſſels 
being cut off, and their crews wantonly butchered by the natives with 
impunity, aided and aſſiſted by a ſet of white renegadoes, who have 
abandoned their country, and relinquiſhed every degree of honour, 
honey, and order. 
= The great and principal 'bane to the windward trade has been the 
French contracts for negroes fince the peace, as the Engliſh contractor 
was, by the agreement ſtipulated, laid under a heavy penalty on de- 
murrage of the French ſhips; by which means he was drove to the 
neceſſity of ſending craft into every river and creek in the country, in 
order to procure ſlaves at any, if ever ſo extravagant, a price; of which 
the natives ſoon diſcovered how to avail themſelves. The other ſhips in 
the trade were conſequently obliged to follow the ſame rules, by which 
the natives became enriched, of courſe haughty and inſolent, the ſhip- | 
ping made ruinous and deſtructive voyages, ſometimes ſo far as ſinking 
the whole; the ſeamen by going up the rivers, conſequently expoſed ta 
the ſcorching heat of the ſun by day, and the chilly ſtinking fogs by 
night in theſe unhealthy and inhoſpitable regions, ſoon loſt their lives, 
and the nation was deprived of a number of hardy brave fellows, who, if 
. preſerved, might have proved of infinite ſervice to their —_— and 


benefit to their country. | . 
This branch of trade, if under proper regulations, might prove very 


ſerviceable and beneficial to the nation. As there are a great many very 
populous empires and kingdoms extended along the coaſt, and reaching 


above ſix weeks journey inland, theſe diſtricts are governed by princes of 
a warlike 
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a warlike and atchieving turn, conſequently a number of negroes and 
other commodities muſt come to market, and would greatly conduce to 
the conſumption of our manufactures, at the ſame time that, by contracts 
with foreigners being aboliſhed, and our trade carried on in our own i 
bottoms, and imported into our own colonies, we ſhould ſoon bid fair 
for being the principal, if not the only exporters of any note; and 1 
foreigners muſt apply to us in a courteous manner, for the African 9 
produces of various ſorts. The contracts with the French employed 
ſeveral hundred tons of their ſhipping, conſequently, muſt have been very 
detrimental to this maritime country. The French officers and ſeamen 
became well acquainted wi th all the Joundmgs, harbours, and conveniencies I : 


taking that opportunity to pave the way againſt a future ok when — 1 
ſhould throw off the maſk, and become adventurers themſelves. nl 
I ſhall here give a brief abſtract of the terms, on which the contracts 1 i 
were formed, and ſubmit it to public conſideration. 7 
A. contracts with B. for (we will ſuppoſe) fifteen hundred negroes, I 
deliverable in twelve months, at four different periods, and at the ſtipu- 16 
lated price of 22]. ſterling for every merchantable negro; two-thirds of q.- | 
theſe to be males, one-third females. 1 
On the delivery of three hundred and fifty negroes the aſſortment will 
run one hundred and twenty prime men, not to exceed twenty-ſeven Were 
of age, as near as can be judged ; eighty boys, four feet four inches and} 
upward ; thirty-four boys, from three feet ten inches to four feet three 
inches; ſeventy women, not to exceed twenty-four years of age, according} 9 6 
to the judgment of the parties; twenty-five women girls, that is, be- 9 
tween women and girls; twenty-one pirls, from four feet to four feet 15 
three inches. In caſe A. cannot fulfil this agreement, he obliges bimſelf bl þ 
to pay and account for to B. gl. ſterling for every ſlave he falls ſhort in the 
ſtipulated number. The ſhip which B. ſends to receive theſe three ii i 
hundred and fifty negroes, is by agreement to remain two calendar month 
on that part of the coaſt, where the parties agree to ſend her ; during jþ 
which time, ftould not B. be able to furniſh the ſtipulated quantity of ne- f 
i a 10 | 
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groes, before the expiration of the two months after the ſhip's arrival, the 
A | ip muſt lie at the rate of zol. ſterling per diem demurrage: and for the 
p, ratification of the general terms, and conditions of the agreement, the par- 
1 ties become bound in the penalty of 5000l. ſterling. 
4 From this it is obvious, that the Englith contractor muſt nich the 
„ ſlaves at any advanced price, rather than incur the penalties ſtipulated. 
70 deſcend to a particular circumſtance, which may ferve to illuſtrate the 
matter; in the year 1763, negroes could be purchaſed. for ſixty to ſeventy 
3 bars, on an average; one cargo in particular was laid in at fafty-four bars, 
&/ conſiſting of two hundred and eighty to three hundred and forty ſlaves : 
& whereas, from the before ſpecified cauſes, they have, ſince that period, role 
to the amazing price of one hundred and twenty bars, which is almoſt 
3 bne hundred per cent. in the ſpace of feven years. 
= To remedy this let it be ordered, Firſt, That the captains of his 
A majeſty's ſhips who ſhall be ſent on that ſtation, ſhall be directed to 
bi enquire of the agents of Bance iſland, in the river Sierra Leon, and of 
| the maſters of ſuch ſhips. as may be then trading on that part of the 
jj coaſt, the names, places of reſidence, and characters of all the white 
reſidenters in the country, and to conſult with them, who are, and who | 
1 are not, detrimental to the trade; as there are ſome of probity and worth 
among them, it would be unfair to put them on a level: after this 
ſcrutiny, let them be commanded in bis majeſty's name, and as bis ſubjetts, 
5 to repair on board the king's (hip, and be made acquainted with the re- 
# ſolutions, to which they muſt be obliged to pay the moſt ſtrict compliance, 
1 And as it is probable they will urge the neceſſity of ſome time to ſettle 
their affairs, and realize their effects, I would propoſe, that this indulgence 
2 be made to extend fo far as the exigency of their affairs, upon pro- 
per proof, would require: and to leave hoſtages for their removal againſt 


the time appointed. The hoſtages, ſhould they not be redeemed before 


the king's ſhip departs, to be put in charge of the agents of Bance iſland, 
l or on board ſuch ſhip or ſhips, as will ſee the agreement punctually ratifi- 
ed, otherwiſe theſe hoſtages (whom we will admit to be a part ſlaves) 
Tchall for the firſt tranſgreſſion of * principal, be indulged with two 
months 
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months grace ; but, if not properly releaſed in that time, 4 to be 2 
and their value appropriated to public uſe. A 
Secondly, As it is preſumptive, that the natives will 3 to 1 
ſcreen and protect the white men in their ſeveral diſtricts, the white men 
being ſome of them their pandars in villany, the men of war muſt in that 
caſe ſtop ſome of the natives who are freemen of either that nation or ſome "4 
nation adjoining, which will procure the delivery of the white men, on 4 
telling the natives, that king George has demanded, and muſt have his 
people. 1 
Thirdly, It would be highly neceſſary to have a tenable well built fort 
on cape Sierra Leon, where nature has already done a great part of the 
work, and where wood, ſtone, and other materials, would with eaſy labour 
be got near at hand to carry on the works; while the Oyſter banks of Com- 
maranka, but a ſmall diſtance off, would ſupply ſhells whereof to 
make lime. This fort might be eaſily garriſoned by part king's troops 
and black men trained to arms, and might be ſo conſtructed, as to 
command the channel into the river, as the ſhips muſt come within two 
or three muſquet ſhot of it ; at the ſame time that it would ſcour the 
woods, and prevent the approach of an enemy on one fide, while the 
other face and baſtions would prevent any of their ſhips from advancing 
or landing from the ſouthward. 
Fourthly, I would propoſe that this fort ſhould be mes des by 
a chief governor and deputy, with a ſeeretary, clerks, and warehouſe- 1. 
ene a proper engineer, with maſons, artificers, and labourers, to carry 1 
on the works; and the governor and principal officers to have de by 
ſalaries, ſufficient to maintain them without trading. . 
The warehouſes and ſlave- rooms ſhould ſerve as ſafe places for the 
ſhipping, and other adventurers to lodge their goods in; and all dif- | . 
putes between white people and the natives, fhould be ſettled and ad- 4 
juſted, by the interpoſition and mediation of the governor and officers of gn 
the fort. | El 
Fifthly, The governor of the fort ſhould be allowed at all times to | pk 
purchaſe rice and other proviſions, and ſhould ſell what overplus could be 
ſpared from the uſe of the fort, to the ſhipping, on being allowed either 
a commiſſion or reaſonable profit on the ſame. '* 
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Sixthly, That every ſhip trading within one hundred leagues, and every 

other adventurer within that diſtrict, ſhould pay ten ſhillings ſterling, on 

every flave they purchaſe, and five ſhillings on every hundred weight of 
ivory, which ſhould alſo go towards the maintenance of the forts, &c. 

and ſhould be paid in bills drawn on the ſhip's huſband by the reſpective 
captains or purſers of the ſhips there trading, to the order of ſome perſon 
or perſons in England, appointed to receive and manage the ſame ; and the 
captains ſo to bargain with the natives, as to make them allow this tax 
in the price of the commodities. Bance iſland, being a fortified ſettle- 
ment, to be excluded in every reſpect from theſe taxes, or other regula- 
tions, except what may affect the prices and police neceſſary in trade, 
which will be the advantage of the place to obſerve. 

Seventhly, That every maſter of a trading veſſel, on finiſhing his trade, 
ſhall furniſh the governor with a true account of his purchaſe in ſlaves, 
ivory, camwood, &c. ſpecifying the time he has lain on the coaſt, the 
average prices every article has coſt him, and the number of men he may 
haue loſt by mortality or otherwiſe ; all which to be tranſmitted, figned 
by the governor, to the board of trade, and if needful ſubmitted to public 
5: inſpection. The ſhip's name, the port ſhe belongs to, and the ſhip's 
EZ. huſband's name ſhould alſo be ſpecified, and an account ſent home twice 
every year. By this means, the board of trade, and the nation in general, 
oY would have it in their power to diſcern, with ſome degree of certainty, 
what advantage it would be of, and adventurers would be able to regulate 
their meaſures accordingly. 

3 Cape Sierra Leon lies in as healthy and pleaſant aGtuation as 1s to be met 
with in Africa. The river abounds with various kinds of delicious fiſh, 

| | the foreſts yield great variety of laſting and uſeful timber, tropical fruits, 
palm wine and oil; and the oppoſite ſhore of Bullom furniſhes rice, poul- 
try, greens, roots, and fruits in great abundance, ſome goats and ſheep, 
as well as plenty of deer, wild hogs, and buffaloes, which are alſo to 
| be found on the mountains of Sierra Leon — Lions, tygers, jackalls, 
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| and elephants abound in the woods, but ſeldom prove offenſive in the 
{ ſettlements. At the fort they might raiſe hogs, poultry, and cattle in 
: abundance, and jack-afſes might be brought from the Cape de Verd iſlands, 
| to 
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to bring ſtone, ſand, and materials to the fort. On the whole, it is a 
place naturally ſituated for a protection to hipping and trade, Which 
might be extended under a fafegbard"tntich further, and to greater advan- WM 
tage than it has ever yet been. In war-time particularly, it would be 
highly ſerviceable, as upwards of two hundred fail of ſhipping might an- 
chor in good ground under 71tion of the fort, and be ſupplied with good 
water and other conveniencies from the ſhore. 

As to the province of Senegambia, I ſhall only beg leave to make one 
remark regarding that ſettlement, and I think it is a very ſtriking one. 
The wiſe ſcheme of government to ſecure the gum trade, ſo uſeful in our 
manufactures, has been in a great meaſure defeated by the avarice of ſelf- 
intereſted men, who have ſent gum from Senegal directly to foreign mar- 
kets, and have imported foreign goods from foreign ports, contrary to 
act of parliament, and to the great detriment of the fair trader. Theſe 
are well known facts, and which may be eaſily remedied in future. 

My obſervations I have made from an experience, reſulting from al- 
moſt twenty years connection with that country, ſixteen of which, all 
but three months, a reſident in it. 

I ſhall now conclude with only obſerving, that whatever adminiſtra- 
tion or body will exert themſelves in redreſſing the fatal inconveniencies 
to which the trade is ſubjected, will merit the applauſe and good wiſhes 
of their cotemporaries and fellow ſubjects, as it will be the mean: of 
giving bread to thouſands, and an advantage to poſterity. : 

I hope (before I die) to ſee ſome great man in power, who will make 
the immenſe continent of Africa his ſtudy, from whence commercial 
advantages may ariſe to Great Britain, far beyond our preſent imagina- 
tion; but this ſubject would be a volume of itſelf, 
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Letters from Richard Brew, Eſq; to ſeveral Merchants at Li ver pool, pointing 
out the abuſes of the Committee and their Servants, and wiſhing for another 
Fftabliſhment. 


Caſtle Brew, Annamaboe, July 1, 1770. 
GENTLEMEN, 


Am much pleaſed to find by your letter of the 28th of February, that 
the African merchants of London, Briſtol and Liverpool, have at laſt 
taken the alarm, and ſeem determined upon ſuch alterations as will put 
this once valuable trade upon a more eligible footing than it has hitherto 
been. 

In my laſt to you upon African affairs, I promiſed to furniſh you with 
ſome more hints, relating to the preſent eſtabliſhment, and will now en- 
deavour to illuſtrate a few of the moſt ſtriking ; to convince you how ne- 
ceſſary a change in the preſent ſyſtem is towards preſerving this trade to 
the Britiſh Nation, and putting the RES and fettlements upon a more re- 
ſpectable footing. | 

From the commencement of the preſent ſyſtem of government, in the 
year 1750, to October 1763, when Mr. Bell quitted the Coaſt, I dare 
venture to affirm, there has not been leſs than thirteen thouſand ſlaves pur- 
chaſed and fold at Cape Coaſt Caſtle, and from October 1763, when Mr. 
Mutter commenced governor, to the preſent July 1770, J will alſo take 
upon me to ſay, there has not been five hundred ſlaves purchaſed at that 
place; a melancholy circumſtance ! that the trade of our principal ſettle- 
ment on the Gold Coaſt ſhould be ſo ſhamefully neglected and reduced 
in fo ſhort a ſpace of time, and that, by the ſupineneſs (not to call it by a 
worſe name) of our late governors, our Dutch neighbours ſhould be ſuf- 
fercd to engroſs ſo conſiderable a part of this valuable trade. 

As you will be naturally led to aſk why thoſe gentlemen ſhould neg- 
lect their own intereſt, and not uſe all the means in their power to im- 
prove their fortunes by fair trade, I will take upon me to give you the 
only and true reaſon. 

When a gentleman ſucceeds to the government of Cape Coaſt, his for- 
tune ſeldom amounts to more than 1 500 or 20001. and this ſum with his 
emoluments 
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emoluments at as governor, he finds barely ſufficient to defray the contingent 7 
expences, and furniſhings of tobaccs, rum, &c. for the fitſt year and in- 
deed thoſe expences have been ſo enormous for theſe ſeven years paſt, that 
great as the emoluments of the governors are, they have been ſcarce ſuff- 
cient to ſupport the forts, from the ſailing of one committee's ſhip till the 
arrival of another: therefore, as it is plain their capitals are not ſufficient 1 
to carry on trade, and to defray the exceſſive expences of the forts and by 
buildings, which are and have been carrying on for theſe laſt ſeven years, 
one or the other muſt be given up; and as it is notorious every (governor i 
of Cape Coaſt makes at leaſt 30ool. ſterling certain, by his furniſhings 1 
and other no leſs ſhameful methods,” we are not to wonder that he pre- 
fers theſe methods to trade, which is attended with trouble, riſque, and 
expence, and the event is often precatious; beſides it has been the practice 
of every governor for theſe ſeven years paſt, to inveſt every ſhilling he 
could poſſibly ſpare (from his furniſhings, before mentioned) into up 
country, or what we call Duncoe ſlaves, which are immediately put on 
the works, and the public charged 121, per annum for each; ſo that it is 
impoſſible to expect trade can ever flouriſh again at Cape Coaſt, whilſt 
the governors are permitted to interfere, direly or indirectly, with the re- 
pairs or buildings, which may be found neceſſary from time to time to be 
carried on. 

A proper engineer with a handſome ſalary, a ſufficient number of 
ſarveyors and aſſiſtants ſhould be ſent out, all under his direction, and the 
whole management of theſe affairs entruſted to him. | 

Since the ſpirit of engineering firſt ſeized our governors, they have 
pulled down many buildings which, if timely attended to and repaired, 
would have ſtood many years to come, and have built other works, ſome 
of which are ſo vilely conſtrued, that they are tumbling down already, 
and have been propped up theſe three years paſt ; they have enlarged the 
caſtle by near a quarter, are now building a horn work on the rock Ta- 

bra, part of which they have taken into the old fort; in ſhort ſo many 
additional works have been, and are ſtill to be carried on, that I queſtion if 
twelve years will compleat what is now planned out, and to what pur- 
pole, except to make the fortunes of four governors more, I cannot di- 
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vine. The works of Cape Coaſt Caſtle are already ſo extenſive, that they 
would take at leaſt five hundred men to. defend them, and yet there is not 
a decent room in the Caſtle for a ſtranger, except the governor parts with 
his, nor a room for a gentleman in the garriſon, that is. water tight in a 
hard: ſhower of rain, and yet theſe: gentlemen are all profeſſed engineers, 
and will talk of a baſtion, .ravelin, horn work, covered way, &c. with as 
much facility as either a. Vauban, or a Cachorn., Talk to a governor about. 
trade, he tells you” he does not trouble his head. about it ; that he makes. 
more money by pulling down an old wall, than by buyiog.or Ing, one 
hundred ſlaves. 

I am much obliged to you for the copy of the committee 8 letter to 
the governor and couneil at CapeCoalt relating to the factories ; the letter 
is certainly a. very proper one, and well calculated to remedy the evil 
complained of, but. theſe. gentlemen pay no more regard to any thing 

which. is wrote them by the committee, than if they were Lords-para- 
mount of the whole coaſt of: Africa. 

The committee, by prohibiting their ſervants from ſhipping off ſlaves 
an their own accounts, imagined they had fallen upon the. moſt effectual 
method to reſtrain. and keep them within. due bounds, but experience has 
ſhewn. us, the. contrary; as the annual ſhip,, and many others, carry off 
annually great numbers of ſlaves ; ſome in a private manner, others in the 
face of mankind,; bidding defiance to-all laws and regulations eſtabliſhed 
by the committee; and others again, under the denominations of dead 
men's effects. 

Since the forts were veſted in the committee, it is well known, that 
every governor who went home realized his fortune in ſlaves, notwith- 
ſtanding all orders and reſtrictions to the contrary : permit me, therefore, 
to aſk you, if it be of any conſequence to the Britiſh merchant, whether 
theſe ſlaves are ſhipped: off in June or January, this year or the next, ſo as 
they are permitted to ſend: them off at all; and whether it does not 
appear, that this door was left open on purpoſe to ſerve their private ends, 
as I can name more than one (and theſe the moſt active and oldeſt ſtanders) 
in the committee, through whoſe hands the greateſt part of the remit- 
tances for thoſe very ſlaves have paſſed. 


Whenever 
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Whenever a governor is preparing to leave the Coaſt, he diſtributes his bh 


goods amongſt the chiefs of the beſt trading forts, and gives them as good Wl 
a price, and a much greater aſſortment, than any maſter of a ſhip can i 


afford to do: upon this occaſion, he launches out all the prime goods he f 


picked and culled out of the ſupplies, ſo that till the whole is diſpoſed of, : 


your ſhips. muſt lie by, or your captains raiſe the price of ſlaves, to the | 


ruia of. the trade and fair trader. A ſtriking inſtance of which we now g I 


have at Whydah, where the governor is realizing his fortune in ſlaves, 
and has ſent the ſurgeon. of the fort up to Annamaboe to agree with: if 
a captain of a ſhip to go down there and carry him and his ſlaves to the 


Weſt Indies; and he has accordingly agreed with Captain Hamilton, of 


the. Jamaica ſtore ſhip, to go down to Whydah the beginning of June, to 


K. 


. 


carry the governor and one hundred and fifty ſlaves certain to the Weſt- 
Indies; ſo that, till his purchaſe is made, Captain Norris, of the ſhip- 7 
Unity, of Liverpool, (who is now there) muſt lie by, or take up wit! 


ſuch ſlaves as he can get, as we are to ſuppoſe a gentleman. will ſhip none | 


but the primeſt, when they compoſe the bulk of his fortune. 


I. am credibly informed, the committee have adopted a plan (ſent them 4 | 
by the governor and council here) for the building a new fort at Whydah, 


within the old one; that. materials are daily expected, and brieks ordered 9 


to. be made at Whydah for that purpoſe. 


That ſuch. a- propoſal ſhould. come from the governor and council here x 
does not at all ſurpriſe me, as the governor for the time being will have 


the furniſhing of all contingencies till the building is compleated. WW 


But that the committee ſhould implicitly give into ſuch a meaſure, * 


without firſt conſulting their conſtituents, aſtoniſhes me greatly. 


It is notorious that the fort at Whydah ſince the commencement of the 7 
preſent eſtabliſhment has been of no manner of ſervice to the Britiſſi iſ 
trade, notwithſtanding it has coſt the nation*at leaſt 20,0001, to ſupport ſi 


it, in that period of time. 


The gentlemen of Liverpool have been the only adventurers from WW 


England to Whydah ſince the year 1750, and I fancy they have reaped} 5 


very little advantage from the fort, in all the voyages they have ſuc- 122 
ceſſively made there ſince; they are obliged to hire factories in the town, 
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to lodge their goods and carry on their trade in; they are alſo under the 
neceſſity to hire free people to carry their goods from the water- ſide to 
the town, (at leaſt three miles) at an immenſe expence, and are frequently 
robbed of great quantities of goods in the paſlage by the very carriers; 
all which loſſes they are obliged to put up with, as our governors there 
have not influence ſufficient with the King of Dahomy to procure the 
| leaſt redreſs, even though they were ever ſo well inclined to demand it. 

Every body acquainted with this trade muſt allow, that lodging mer- 
chandize of any kind, eſpecially liquor and gunpowder, in a thatched 
houſe, is attended with a very great riſque; ſo great a one indeed, that 
I am informed, Governor Dalziel aſked Captain Norris of the Unity 
ten per cent. to inſure his factory during his ſtay there; how true this is 
I cannot pretend to ſay, however Captain Norris will, no "_ clear up 
this point on his arrival in England. 

By peruſing the Whydah accounts I believe you will find there are 
above eighty Caſtle-ſlaves there; it is well worth enquiring how theſe 
ſlaves are employed, and why they cannot be hired to the Engliſh captains 
to carry their goods from the water fide, as we are to ſuppoſe they are 
immediately under the command of the governor, and could be deterred 
from pillaging in the way from the waterſide to the factories; I would 
alſo be glad to aſk why the captains of ſhips have not the liberty of lodg- 
ing their goods and carrying on their trade in the fort, as well as the 
chiefs, and if this liberty is denied them, how is it poſſible the fort can 
be of the ſmalleſt advantage to the ſhipping ? Influence the governor 
has none, being as much in the power of the King of Dahomy as if the 
fort was ſituated a thouſand miles inland; if his Majeſty ſhould take it 
into his head to ſend for the French, Engliſh, and Portugueſe governors 
at 12 o'clock at night, there is not one of them hardy enough to refuſe 
the firſt ſummons. He knows his own intereſt too well to exclude any 
nation from trading at Whydah, even tho' they ſhould have no fort there ; 
two inſtances of which I remember myſelf within theſe two years paſt, 
two Dutch ſhips having ſlaved off there, and were as well treated as if 
they had a ſettlement aſhore. It is, therefore, my humble opinion, that 
if ſtrict orders are not ſent to employ the caſtle-ſlayes there as carriers for 

the 
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well as one ten times larger and ſtronger : from it's ſituation it ſerves only 


as a mark of poſſeſſion, and the largeſt fort you can poſſibly build in the 1 


ſame place can do no more. 

The building a fort at Cape Appolonia was another very injudicious 
ſtep of the committee, as it was from that place principally maſters of 
ſhips were ſupplied with gold to carry on their trade at Annamaboe, when 
the markets here were overſtocked with goods. 

Before a fort was built there, the maſters of ſhips ſold their goods to 
the natives at a profit of at leaſt 35 or 40 per cent. on an average the 
year round, and very ſeldom failed of procuring gold ſufficient to go thro' 


with their purchaſe of ſlaves at Annamaboe, but ſince the fort was begun WM 


and a chief appointed, it is notorious, goods have never averaged even 
10 per cent. at that place, and very little gold has becn purchaſed by the 
ſhipping at any rate. | | 
The chief of that fort, in the abſence of ſhips and long boats, 
picks up every ounce of gold at the water ſide, fo that when veſſels ar- 
rive there, the maſters have no reſource but to trade with him upon his 
own terms; What theſe are, I ſhall inſert at the end of this letter, hav- 
ing had propoſals from the preſent chief Mr. Williams to ſend him up 
goods at the prices there mentioned ; belides, it is more than probable, if 
you either ſtop with your ſhip or ſend your boats, the chief has parted 
the day before with all the gold he had by him, either to the Dutch, 
French, or Portugueſe, as there are few veſſels that uſe this trade, but 
what ſtop there in their way down the Coaſt; you mult alſo expect that 
the gentlemen in the committce's ſervice (who know the value of gold as 
well 
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the captains of ſhips, and to allow them liberty to lodge their goods and is 
flaves in the fort, and to carry on their trade there, that the committee 
had better ſend out a quantity of gunpowder and blow up the preſent fort, 
inſtead of building a new one; but if they ſhould think proper to grant | 
the above mentioned indulgencies to free-traders, I would then humbly 
propoſe that inſtead of building a new fort, ware-houſes and flave's 
rooms ſhould be added to the preſent building, which may be done at a 
very inconſiderable expence, and this fort would anſwer every purpoſe, as Wl 
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well as the private trader) will have the preference of the chief's trade, 


| whilit they ſell their goods at as low a rate as they do. 

When it was reſolved to erc a building at Appolonia, a block-houſe 
and not a fort was ordered to be built there; 700ol. only was granted by 
parliament for that purpoſe, and Colonel Bramham gave in the plan, 
which was ſent out here by the committee ; but inſtead of complying with 
the act of parliament, and the orders of the committee, the governor and 
council here altered the original plan, and inſtead of a block-houſe ſet 
about building a fort very near if not quite as large as Annamaboe fort, 
which has already coſt the nation double the ſum allowed by parliament, 
notwithſtanding the committee ſent out a ſecond order to contract it; this 
is not all, the fort now built muſt be ſupported at a very conſiderable an- 
| nual expence, altho' it appears that inſtead of being ſerviceable to trade 
it is of the greateſt detriment imaginable. 

The fort is built in ſuch a ſituation, that it is almoſt as much in the 
power of the inhabitants as the fort at Whydah, the landing being fo 
very terrible as not to be approached (without the utmoſt hazard) above 
three months in the year. The number of ſlaves bought there is ſo very 
| inconſiderable as not to deſerve notice, and the quantity of gold purchaſed 
at Appolonia annually by Engliſh, Dutch, French, and Portugueſe, I am 

very confident does not amount to 3eool. ſterling ; admitting therefore, that 
two thirds of this ſum falls to the ſhare of the Engliſh, and that they ſell 
their goods at even 25 per cent. profit on an average, it will appear that 
we are only go0l. per annum gainers by that trade; is it not therefore very 
ſurpriſing, that the committee would put the nation to the expence of 15 
or 20,0001. to build a fort, which muſt be ſupported at an annual ex- 
' pence of 7 or 800l. ſterling, without once enquiring into the nature of the 
trade, or the advantages that would accrue to the nation from ſuch an 
| undertaking ? | 
It will poſſibly be objected, that if we had not built a fort at Appo- 
* Jonia, the Dutch would; but this is very unlikely, as they have a very 
fine fort at Axim, within three or four leagues of that place, and not- 
withſtanding (as I before obſerved) all nations who trade to the coaſt 
| uſed frequently to touch at Appolonia, and trade in common with the 


5 Dutch, 
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Dutch, they never attempted a ſettlement there; but it happening a few 


years ago that the governor of Axim quarrelled with the principal man, 
or Caboceer at Appolonia, and the latter (dreading the governor's reſent- 
ment) applied for protection to the governor of Cape Coaſt at that time, 


and entreated that he would repreſent his caſe to the committee, and get 
them, if poſſible, to build a fort at Appolonia for his protection; this q | 


was accordingly done, and they, without ever procuring or even de- 
manding ſecurity for the Caboceer's allegiance or good behaviour, of 
entering into any commercial treaty whatſoever with him, came into all 
his propoſals; the conſequence of which has been, that as ſoon as he 
found the fort was half finiſhed, he compromiſed matters with the Dutch, 


and now carries the greateſt part (if not the whole of his trade) to their 1 


fortat Axim. 
Till I received your letter of the 28th of February, inclofing me copy 


of the committee's letter to the yovernor and council, we did not hear 
a ſyllable of that affair, thoſe gentlemen are grown ſo extremely ſecret in 
all their tranſactions ; the factory at Agah, eſtabliſhed by Mr. Bell, was 
withdrawn in a very ſilent manner, and I am told, the other factories are 
or will be foon evacuated, The committee however forgot, that al- 
though they prohibited them from ſettling factories on ſhore, they may 
ſtill employ craft to trade at every one of thofe places they before 
occupied ; you will therefore, I hope, not forget this circumſtance when 


once the regulations come under conſideration. 


To ſuch a pitch of audacity were the chief governor and chiefs of out- 
forts arrived before this order came out, that Mr. Grofle employed 


Mr. Gibſon, a factor in the committee's ſervice, and paid by the publick, 
to tranſact his buſineſs near three months at his factory at Mumford. 
*Mr. Drew, the chief of Winnebah, had ſeldom leſs than two of the 


committee's fervants at two factories he had eftabliſhed ; Mr. Frinder, + 


the chief of Tantumquerry, employed the ſerjeant of his fort at a factory 


he had at Lagoe, and Mr. Williams, chief of Cape Appolonia, ſent his 


ſecond (Mr. French) in a long boat of ours all the way to Baſſam to trade 


for him. | 
You will, no doubt, be furpriſed at the effrontery of theſe gentlemen ; 


firſt, in eſtabliſhing factories which they were ſenſible would not be 
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| allowed; and ſecondly, in employing the committee's ſervants who are 
paid by the publick to do their buſineſs for them. 

If the people who are thus employed as factors can be . from the 
forts, why is the eſtabliſhment loaded every year with ſuch a number of 
uſeleſs hands? The governors and chiefs are conſtantly complaining that 
the parliamentary allowance 1s not ſufficient to defray the annual expence 
of the forts, and yet they are racking their brains to find out new em- 
ployments to gratify their dependants, and thoſe gentlemen who tranſact. 
their private buſineſs for them. 

I dare aver, there is not an Engliſh fort upon the Gold Coaſt but may. 
be taken any day in the year by fix men, the capital not excepted, and yet: 
ſeconds, ſerjeants, gunners, and ſoldiers, can be ſpared to go trading for 
their chiefs, and the forts left deſtitute of people for their defence. 

In the month of April, 1769, the governor of Cape Coaſt Caſtle had: 
| not as much gunpowder in the fort as was ſufficient ro fire the morning: 
| and evening gun, and was under the neceflity of applying to Commodore 

Tonyn in his majeſty's ſhip Phenix for a ſupply, notwithſtanding the 

Czcilia ſtore ſhip, Captain Dunn, brought out a very conſiderable quantity. 

of gunpowder the preceding February, for the defence of the forts, but. 
| it happening to be an article much wanted in trade at that time, it was. 
immediately divided and ſold out upon ſlaves. 
| Annamaboe fort was juſt in the ſame ſituation when Commodore 23 | 
examined it; there was not a. ſingle grain of powder in the fort but what 
| belonged to this houſe, and out of which they took as much as ſaluted the 
commodore on his landing and going away; I having found eight kegs 
empty upon withdrawing our gunpowder from the fort magazine, for 
which J never received any. reſtitution, and which has deterred. me ever. 
\ &nce from lodging any more there, eſpecially as the committee have. 
refuſed to order their chiefs to give receipts,. or be accountable for any. 
thing lodged by a private trader. in the forts, notwithſtanding proper: 
| application has been made to them for this purpoſe ; thus are we de- 
| prived of the benefit of the act of parliament, which allows us the liberty 
| of lodging gunpowder, gold, ivory, gums, drugs, &c. at all times in the. 
forts. I therefore leave you to judge from the above circumſtance, what 
protection, or aſſiſtance, a private trader has to expect either from the 
| committee 
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committee or their ſervants : a committee, ſeveral of whom are ſo biaſſed 
in favour of their good friends and correſpondents on the Coaſt, that you 
may depend they will always ſtrenuouſly oppoſe all regulations which 
may tend to lay any reſtraint on their trade. 

AsT have touched upon the word protection, give me leave to recite an 
affair which happened at Lagoe, (laſt Auguſt) a town within range of the 
guns of Tantumquerry fort : Mr. James Lane, a private trader, carried 
on bulineſs in that town for ſome years paſt ; he ſupported an excellent 
character, was remarkable for buying good ſlaves, which he generally fold JJ 
to the Britiſh ſhipping in Annamaboe Road, to the number of about 
two hundred and fifty annually ; this poor man, for twelve months before 
he died, enjoyed a very bad ſtate of health, and at his deceaſe in Auguſt 
laſt was ſuppoſed by moſt people to be worth at leaſt 2000]. ſterling. f 

As ſoon as the town's people heard of his death, they immediately broke 
into his houſe, and carryed off the greateſt part of his effects; none of ⁵ 
which (as far as I can learn) have ever been recovered from them, nor 21 
any ſteps taken to bring thoſe villains to juſtice. If ſuch outrages as theſe 
are committed under our forts, and the perpetrators ſuffered to enjoy un- 
moleſted the fruits of their rapine ; we may as well have no forts at all. 

Can any thing be more glaring than the partiality of the com- 
mittee in allowing their ſervants liberty to lodge their ſlaves, goods, 
and all their effects whatſoever in the forts, in preference to the private and 
fair trader; in making them umpires and judges of their neceſſities, and 
in winking at all their malpractices whatſoever ? I dare to ſay, that 
the committee never ſent an order to their ſervants here, for theſe 
ſeven years paſt, tending to lay the leaſt reſtraint on them or their 
trade, but what they have ſhamefully and ſcandalouſly infringed ; they 
have ſhipped off ſlaves in great numbers, in the moſt public manner, 
traded with both French and Dutch, imported from time to time im- 
menſe quantities of goods, ſome have even been concerned in ſhipping, 
and whenever an opportunity offered of diſtreſſing a private trader, they 
never let it lip ; they have ſettled factories wherever there was a pro- 
ſpect of purchaſing a ſlave, or an acky of gold, imployed the committee's 
ſervants who were paid by the public for theſe purpoſes, to oppoſe and [oh 
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| rival the private and fair trader, leaving the forts deſtitute (as I mentioned 

| before) of people ſor their defence, and diſpoſing of the very gunpowder 
{ent out from time to time by the committee for their protection. 

It may poſſibly be objected by the committee and their friends, that 
you have nothing more than my ipſe dixit for what I here advance. I 
have therefore to requeſt, that the commander of his majeſty's ſhips on 
this ſtation next year be ordered to take my affidavit, reſpecting theſe 
affairs, ſhould my candour or veracity be queſtioned, as all poſt captains 
are as I am told juſtices of peace upon their ſtations. 

I forgot to-tell you in its proper place, that the gentlemen, factors, and 
| others in the committee's ſervice, indeed all but the chiefs, experience 
| infinitely greater hardſhips than even private traders, for notwithſtanding 

the governor trades none himſelf, he acts the dog in the manger, and 
will not ſuffer a ſoul to buy a ſlave or ſell a gallon of rum upon any ac- 
count whatever ;if any are hardy enough to peddle alittle rum in a negroe's. 
| hut in town, and ſhould be ſo unfortunate as to be diſcovered, he may 
give up at once all thoughts of promotion in the ſervice, as this is looked 
upon of all others the moſt unpardonable offence a man can be guilty of; 
| an inſtance of which happened a few months ago at Cape Coaſt, where 
the ſerjeant of the fort (having previouſly obtained his diſcharge). ſettled 
in town, and traded upon what little he had ſaved in the ſervice, chiefly 
in rum. | 
When the above circumſtance was made known to the governor, two 
gentlemen were immediately diſpatched into town, to let the ſerjeant know 
that as he was a foreigner he had no right to ſettle under an Engliſh fort, 
and to demand the keys of his ware-houſe, the delivery of which he 
refuſed, upon which they immediately broke open the ware-houſe, en- 
| tered and took out two hogſheads of the poor man's rum, which they 
carried into the caſtle. 
Some time after they ſent to let the ſerjeant know he might have his 
W rum by ſending for it, but he refuſed to meddle with it, intending to lay 
| his complaint before Commodore Tonyn on his arrival at Cape Coaſt. 
When the commodore arrived, this poor man was ill or from home, 
I can't recollect which, ſo that he had not an opportunity of preferring 
6 | his 
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his complaint, till the commodore was as low down as Cormantyne i in 
his way off the coaſt. I happened to be that day with Mr, Tonyn, and 
heard him expreſs his abhorrence of ſuch arbitrary proceedings, and his 
concern that he was not made acquainted with the affair before he left 
Cape Coaſt ; he, however, immediately wrote to Captain Burr of Wis Ma- 
jeſty's Sloop Hound, lying then at Cape Coaſt, to make a proper enquiry 
into the affair, the reſult of which was (as I am informed) that many 
pretences were trumped up by the governor and thoſe two gentlemen to 
juſtify their proceedings to Captain Burr, I ſhall, however, endeavour 
to get a copy of the ſerjeant's caſe, which I ſhall ſend you with ſome other 
papers by the next conveyance, to convince you how improperly this is 
called a free and open trade. | 

The Liverpool gentlemenT find are not ſingular in preferring a military 
eſtabliſhment on the Coaſt; the Londoners I am informed have concurred - # 
with them, and from the out- lines of the planſent me lately from thence, 
it appears to me of all others the freeſt from objections, for the following 
reaſons. 2 

Firſt, That as trade is incompatible with the profeſſion of a king's of- 1 
ficer, the ſlaves, which are now purchaſed by the forts, would in caſe of 9 
a military eſtabliſhment circulate amongſt the ſhipping, and would be 1 f 
bought 20 per cent. cheaper than they are at preſent. LY 

Secondly, That there is infinitely a greater probability of receiving: | 
protection and aſſiſtance from the military gentlemen than any others. 


[| 
Thirdly, That the forts and ſettlements would be ſupported i in a much 40 


ö * 


more reſpectable manner and kept in a proper ſtate of defence, by which bl 


the perſons and property of the private traders would be rendered much- i | 
ſafer in caſe of a war, either with Europeans, or natives, than they ever 11 
can be whilſt in the hands of' a committee. 4 

Fourthly; That the military gentlemen. would ſettle all differences be- 3 
tween the Europeans and natives, in a much more impartial manner than J 1 
we have a right to expect from the ſervants of the committee, who baue i 
always endeavoured to foment thoſe differences, as beſt ſuiting their own f 
intereſt. 


Fifthly, ji 1 
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Fifthly, That great numbers of adventurers would ſettle under the 
protection of the military, from whom they had ſomething to hope, 
but would be deterred from any ſuch attempts under a committee and 
their ſervants, from whoſe envy, malice, and ill- will they had every thing 

to fear. 

Sixthly, That the king's troops would be well paid, well fed, cloathed 
and looked after in a proper manner, and in caſe of ſickneſs would have 
proper medicines and the neceſſaries of life adminiſtered to them; whereas 
the poor wretches ſent out by the committee have nothing on earth to 
ſupport or comfort them in ſickneſs or health, but a raſher of ſalt beef, 
ſtinking New England rum, and Portugueſe tobacco, by which means 
forty ſoldiers have periſhed at Cape Coaſt out of forty-eight, from March 
the 1ſt to the 28th of May, all of whom came out in the Jamaica Store- 
ſhip, Captain Hamilton, and arrived here about the middle of laſt Fe- 
bruary. 
| Seventhly, That ſhip's crews, who are generally very mutinous on this 
Coaſt, would be kept in much better order by the military than any others. 

But as the plan for a military eſtabliſhment is liable to one grand objec- 
tion, * viz. the great expence of ſupporting the forts and ſettlements garri- 
ſoned with king's troops, it is more than probable it will not be adopted. 
| I therefore beg leave to remind you of the plan I laid down in my former 
letter, of allowing the governor and chiefs handſome falaries, as an equi- 
valent for prohibiting them to trade in ſlaves, and ſhould this plan miſcarry 
| alſo, what do you think of following the example of the Dutch company, 
| by giving liberty to the ſervants of the committee to trade as extenſively as 
| they pleaſe, under the following reſtrictions ? 
| Firſt, To tax them twenty ſhillings ſterling for every ſlave they diſpoſe 
nf on the Coaſt, or ſend to the Welt Indies. 
| Secondly, To ſwear all the ſervants of the committee every fix months, 
vho are traders, to render a juſt account of all ſlaves diſpoſed of by them. 
Thirdly, To allow them liberty of ſhipping off their ſlaves, or ſelling 
hem on the Coaſt as they ſhall think proper, alſo to import any quantity 
If goods they pleaſe to the Coaſt. 


Decreaſing the number of the forts would remedy this, 


Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, To ſend out proper engineers, ſurveyors, and aſſiſtants to keep 
the forts in repair and erect what buildings may be found neceſſary, that 
all theſe matters be put intirely under their direction, and that no gover- 
nor, or chief whatſoever, be ſuffered to interfere with them. 

Fifthly, That the private traders and chiefs of forts be put upon a foot- 
ing with each other, with regard to the number of ſlaves and quanti- 
ties of goods to be lodged in the forts, and that the latter ſhall not be 
ſuffered on any account to judge of the neceſſities of the private and fair 
trader. 

Sixthly, That no factories be ſuffered to be eſtabliſhed by any ſervant 
of the committee either on ſhore or affoat, and that no governor, chief, 
or other ſervant: whatſoever, be ſuffered to employ any craft, except ſuch. 
as are for the-repairs of the forts, and tranſportation of the ſupplies. 

Seventhly,, That the governor and chiefs ſhall paſs receipts for all kinds 
of European goods or African commodities, as are lodged by private tra- 
ders in the forts, ſlaves excepted, and to be accountable for the ſame. 

Eighthly, That every. 3d of July, the committee for the enſuing year 
be regularly ſworn not to receive or pay. a ſhilling of money for any of 
their ſervants or any perſon for them, directly or indirectiy, nor that they, 
nor any body. for them, ſhall be concerned. in any manner with any of 
them, during the time of their being members of the committee, nor 
that they, nor any perſon for them, ſhall form any mercantile eorreſpon- 
dence with any of them during ſaid time. 

Ninthly, That every governor and chief in the ſervice ſhall: give 
ſufficient: and. undeniable ſecurity in England for the punRual per- 
formance of theſe and all other orders which ſhall be thought proper to- 
be ſent them from time to time by. the committee, and that ſuch ſecurity: 
ſhall be ſued for and recovered, in caſe of failure in any of them. K 

I have already ſhewn you, that theſe gentlemen have, for theſe ſeven year 
laſt paſt, run counter to all orders, reſtrictions, and regulations eſtabliſhed: | 
by the committee, have ſet. aſide acts of parliament, and have ated in all: | 
reſpects as if they were ſubje& to no controul ; therefore, as you have no 
manner of ſecurity either from them, or the committee, that the ſame: | 
game will not be played over again, you cannot poſſibly tye them up too- 
cloſe. 
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cloſe in caſe it is found expedient to ſuffer them to trade at all; but upon 
the whole, the military eſtabliſhment would be attended with fewer 
+ Inconveniencies.. 

Since writing the foregoing I am peedibly 5cifanmes, that Mr. Drew has 
purchaſed a floop from Captain Maxwell of Briftol for ſixteen ſlaves, 
which the ſaid Maxwell bought a few days before from Captain Hamilton 
of the Jamaica for fourteen, which is à proof that thoſe gentlemen are 
determined to have factorięes one way or the other, notwithſtanding all 
the committee can write to the contrary. | 

From what I have ſaid concerning the committee and their ſervants, it 
muſt naturally be ſuppoſed I have many enemies amongſt them. I alſo 
know there are many gentlemen in London, Briſtol, and Liverpool, who 
imagine I have nothing in view (hy theſe reprefentations) but ſelf-intereſt 

I cannot therefare conclude without aſſuring you, there is not a man in 
England who has leſs to aſk or hope for from the committee than myſelf. 
(. 1 have found long fince that I had neither protection nor affiſtance to 
| expect from them, and. immediately ſet about building all manner of 
lt, conyeniencies, ſuch as flaye's rooms, powder magazines, warehouſes, 
g lodgings, &c. to render myſelf independent of them, and I have now 
7 (1 thank God) the heart-felt ſatisfaction to declare, I don't know any 
Ie thing in their power to grant, which I ſtand in need of; permit me 
ly; therefore to alk, what views:I can haye in taking all this trouble, but to 
be of ſervice to the publick and the trade in general, and if my endeavours 
bi are crowned with ſucceſs, I ſhall think myſelf very ſufficiently re- 
| : compenced. I am with perfect eſteem, wel 
Gentlemen, 
. Your moſt obedient 1 
| RICHARD. BREW. 
wi I am juſt now informed, that the Cape Coaſt Serjeant got to Winnebah 
time enough to ſee Commodore Tonyn, before whom he depoſed to the 
h truth of what I have inſerted, relating to the treatment that poor man 
pf received from the governor of Cape Coaſt. | 
The following is a copy of a letter I received from Mr. Robert Johnſton, 
a a private trader at Winnebah, with bis depoſition. 


_——— — . 
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S' IR, Winnebah, 75 el 5th, 1770. | - 
S I am informed that you are ſending home a ſtate of the Coaſt) i 5 
affairs, I muſt requeſt that you will inſert a copy of the incloſed | 
depoſition, which I did propoſe taking when Commodore Tonyn was laſt | 
at Winnebah, but was prevented by a ſevere fit of fickneſs; I however 7 
intend, pleaſe God, to ſwear to it before the firſt Captain of a man of war f 
that arrives on the Coaſt. I have alſo made bold to trouble you with 
another relating to Mr. Drew's proceedings with regard to raiſing the i 
price of ſlaves, &c. you know one inſtance of this kind, having turned 
out one of his predeceſſors, the late Mr. Hippiſley. I hope this will come 
to hand before you ſend away diſpatches. x 
I have allo to inform you that, notwithſtanding the 1 s order, 
Meſſrs. Drew and Trinder ſtill continue their factories. Drew i 
keeps a white man at Cormantee Accra, (Richard Butler) . 5 miles 


a 


to windward of Tantum fort; Mr. Trinder's is at Lagoe, where he kept 
a ſoldier belonging to the Company till he died there, which happend 
about three weeks ago, and he till keeps his factory in charge of a black 
man in the houſe of the late Mr. Lane ; and Mr. Bennerman, who is now 
ſettled at Lagoe, told me not a week ſince, that Mr. Trinder has f [ 
that he would keep poſſeſſion of that houſe, only to keep others out. 14 
Mr. Mill kept his at Shidoe, till I ſent down my young man, and ix! 1 
days after his arrival there, Mr. Mill ſent and withdrew his man from a 
that place. I remain with eſteem, { if 
SIR, þ | 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 1; ! 


(Signed) | ROBERT JOHNSTON. 
The Depoſition of Mr. Robert Johnſton, Merchant, at Winnebah, which | i 
was to have been taken before George Anthony Tonyn, Eſq; Captain of al 

bis Majeſty's Ship "Phoenix, in April, 1770, but was prevented by fickneſs. || 1 

THIS day perſonally appeared before me, Mr. Robert Johnſton, || '* 9 
merchant, at Winnebah, and maketh oath on the Holy Evangeliſts, that wy 
on or about the 1oth day of June laſt, an up country trader came into | | 0 
town with three ſlaves, and put up at the houſe of Bundee Cooma, one of i 1 


M the * 
. | £: 3 
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« 
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the principal inhabitants; that the ſaid Bundee Cooma carried the ſaid 
| which he purchaſed to the entire ſatisfaction of ſaid trader; that when. 
| Mr. Charles Bell, chief of the fort at Winnebah, heard of Bundee Cooma's 
carrying thoſe three ſlaves to Mr. Johnſton, he, the ſaid Charles Bell, 
| (contrary to act of parliament, and all laws and regulations eftabliſhed by 


| 


( 
+ 
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trading man, with his three ſlaves, to the ſaid Robert Johnſton, all of 


the committee of the company of merchants trading to Africa) did make 


| a palaver upon the ſaid Bundee Cooma, by brandying him two days 


| ſucceſſively to the ſoldiers of the town, in order to make him ſpend. 


a great deal of money; and that the ſaid ſoldiers of the town, at the 


| inſtigation of the ſaid Charles Bell, did kill ſeveral ſheep belonging to the 


inhabitants, all of which the ſaid Bundee Cooma was obliged to pay for, 


: 
f 
i 
| 
1 
1 


* 


beſides giving a large quantity of liquor to the ſaid ſoldiers, in order to 
pacify them; and he, this deponent, farther ſayeth, that the only reaſon, 
he, the ſaid Charles Bell, had for diſtreſſing the ſaid Bundee Cooma in the 


manner before-mentioned was, becauſe he, the ſaid Bundee Cooma, 


1. 


carried the aforementioned three ſlaves to the ſaid Robert Johnſton in 
preference to himſelf, and to deter him and all others of the inhabitants 


from doing the like in future; and this deponent ſarther ſayeth, that 


after he, the ſaid Charles Bell, had made the ſaid Bundee Cooma ſpend as 


h much as he could, and diſtreſſed him as much as was in his power, he, 
\ the ſaid Charles Bell, ordered all the inhabitants of the town to aſſemble 


1 in the public market- place, and after they were all aſſembled, he, the ſaid 


Charles Bell, ſent them a conſiderable quantity of liquor out of the fort; 


and at the ſame time gave his orders, that in future, every ſlave brought 


0 
N 


1 


VP 


into town ſhould be firſt carried to him into the fort, as they ſhould 
anſwer it at their perils. 


The following is a copy of a ſecond letter I received from Mr. Robert 
Johnſton, Merchant, dated Winnebah, June 17th, 1770. 


SIR, 


HEN Mr. Thomas Drew came down as chief of Winnebah in 
Od ober laſt, the houſe cuſtom on each ſlave was only one acky, 


and he immediately raiſed it to two ackies, which has ever ſince continued; 


iN 


| 


this is a hardſhip, Mr, Drew has alſo introduced another cuſtom ; that 
18, 


— 
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is, after purchaſing a ſlave, and paying for him, he pays every trader on H 
each ſlave he buys two ackies over the price of the ſlave : this obliges me 
to do the ſame, and that is a very great hardſhip upon me; this is a fact, 
as I have ſeen ſeveral of his notes to different traders to this effect. 
There are many other cuſtoms introduced by the ſaid gentleman, 
particularly when he hears of any of the traders coming into town with 
ſlaves, ſending them beef or pork and rum, they expecting the ſame 
from me; beſides all theſe extravagant cuſtoms, he gives the trading 
man a cloth for every two or three ſlaves he ſells him. 

I have ſtill another grievance to urge againſt Mr. Drew ; from my firſt 
ſettling at Winnebah I entertained in my ſervice one Quaſſafoe, a man 
very intelligent, and one who ſpeaks Engliſh well, but Mr. Drew never 
let the fellow reſt till he inveigled him from my ſervice, which he 
accompliſhed laſt February, with great promiſes of making him Company's 
linguiſt ; and the very day he left me, he gave him a fine ſtriped taffaty 
cloth. And through this fellow's means they have ſeduced many 
traders from me; is not this a hardſhip? I wrote to Mr, Drew upon all 
theſe heads, ſome of which he denied, and to others he gave me evaſive 
anſwers ; this is all that I can recollect at preſent regarding that gentleman. 


The following is a copy of a letter I received from our factor at 1 1 
Mumford, dated Auguſt 5th, 1769. | | 5 
SIR, | 
INCE my laſt to you I have diſpoſed of the tobacco, only the two 
rolls I have been obliged to ſell at a diſcount, owing to its drying on 
hand, which is quite another caſe with Mr. Groſsle's factory; for his 
agent informs me all the bad tobacco, and other goods that will not 
paſs in trade, are ſent to Cape Coaſt, and iſſued out to the Company's 
ſervants ; ſo that he muſt have greaty the advantage of other factories. 
I myſelf have ſeen tobacco ſent up in canoes to Cape Coaſt at different 
times which was unfit for ſale, and am ready to take my depoſition to 
the above; his factor at Mumford gave me the information. I have only 
to add that I am with reſpect, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
THOMAS MILLER. 


(Signed) 


— —— 


1 ol V7 
k The following are the prices Mr. Williams, chief of Appolonia, wants 


goods at, and will not exceed, by which you will ſee the advantages. 
private traders reap from our having built a fort there. 


| | Achies Sterling. 
|, Green and yellow ells at ro each equal to = £.2 7 4 
{, Danes guns „% =, 3. = Mo | +... /- 0-24 )i8 
|, Half barrels powder = - 9g - ditto - 2 2 6 
| Quarter barrels ditto = - 4x - ditto = = 1 x 3 
|, Bejutapauts and negannepauts 5 - ditto = = 1 43 6 
| "Seltracundees = |= 5 - ditto = 1 3 6 
Patna chin ©. 4. = Utto| => /;<, <0. 19/6 
Pullicats - -.- - - 10 - ditto -' 2 7 4 
Mixt patches - - gx - ditto - - — 0 16 7 
nes ns - - - - ©0I -- ditto - 0 4 6 

Blue Baft : 4; - ditto » — 1 1 4 
£36: 1 0 


— — — 


Prime coſt of a piece of each of the foregoing goods. 


x Greenell = - - „. 115 o 
1 Danes gun - - - - o 13 6 
1 Half barrel powder - - 110 © 
1 Quarter barrel ditto = - © 15. © 
x Bejutapaut or negannepaut o 19 o if Mancheſter C. 14 0 
1 Seſtracundee = - 14 0 
1 Patna Chints = - - 016 0 
1 Pullicat - - 3 12 © 
1 Mixed patch - - - 016 o 
x Guinea ſtuff - - - - 0 4 6 
— — - - - x3 1 © 
S 
Add to this 7. per cent. inſurance o 19 6 
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By the foregoing calculation it appears that if intereſt of money, freight, W 
commiſſions, ſhipping, and all other charges, were particularized, we bi | 
ſhould loſe from 10 to 20 per cent, by our Cape Appolonia trade; it is 
not however ſo with the governor, who is not ſaddled with any one charge 
or expence whatſoever, and for whoſe ſole emolument it will appear this 
fort is to be ſupported. | 

GENTLEMEN, Annamabce, October 15th, 1770. 
INCE my laſt dated the 1ſt of July, I have informed myſelf of 
ſeveral other abuſes, committed by the committee and their ſervants I 
here, which I beg leave to tranſmit you by this opportunity, and fin- 1 
cerely hope they will arrive ſafe, and in time to be of ſervice, when the Þ 
regulations you propoſe making in our ſyſtem here come under confide- *1 
ration. Ji 
Upon Mr. Groflle's death, Auguſt the 13th, Mr. Mill ae to 
the government of Cape Coaſt, and at that time had a prodigious quan- 
tity of goods at Accra, the greateſt part of which his ſucceſſor, Mr. Drew, 
has agreed to pay him flaves for, ſo that that fort and its dependencies. I 1 J 
are neither more nor leſs than factories to Mr. Mill, until his ſtock there 
is realized, and we are to ſuppoſe the chief is not at liberty till then to 
diſpoſe of a ſlave to the ſhipping. 9 

The forts of Appolonia, Dixcove, Succondee, and Commenda, are jo Y 
to all intents and purpoſes factories for the governors of Cape Coaſt and 
Annamaboe, who keep them conſtantly ſupplied with goods, ſo that the || 
private trader has no chance of getting any quantity of gold from theſe 
places; and as thoſe gentlemen are complimented by the merchants of |: N 

f 
* 


London and Briſtol with the freight of their goods out, in expectation of 
participating of their favours in trade, they can greatly underſell the pri= | 
vate and fair trader, who is obliged to outfit ſhips at a great expence. * 
September the 8th, a brig called the Beggar's Beniſon, loaded with rum, 
and commanded by David Dunn from Boſton, arrived at Cape Coaſt ; 3 
upon Captain Dunn's coming down here, he informed me that Mr. 9 
Groſſle owned the one-third of his veſſel and cargoe, which he ſaid he- 
would not have mentioned had he (Groſſle) been alive, and from the: 9 
aſſiſtance he received from certain gentlemen in London by their ſending p || 


3 5 


iT GPP:E-NDAI X;- [MH] 
bim letters of credit to Boſton, although a perfect ſtranger to them, we 
have all the reaſon imaginable to think another gentleman or gentlemen, 
in high ſtations now on the Coaſt, are connected alſo with him. Captain 
Dunn has diſpoſed of his rum immediately amongſt the governor and his 
| | dependents, and has had a cargoe of prime afforted dry goods put on 
board his veſſel at Cape Coaſt, on a pretence of bartering them with him 
' for rum, and the veſſel diſpatched down to Mumford to purchaſe ſlaves, 
where Captain Dunn has taken poſſeſſion of the factory which Mr. Groſſle 


occupied there, and has purchaſed a great many ſlaves in oppoſition to 


the ſhip's long boats, and the factories eſtabliſhed by private traders at 


that place; but as there is no poſſibility of getting a ſight of the bill of 


ſale of Captain Dunn's veſſel, or otherwiſe proving theſe conjectures, I 


cannot take upon me to aſſert them as facts. 


Meſſrs. Mill and Bell, governors of Cape Coaſt and n 


| have jointly, within theſe few days paſt, purchaſed a Rhode Iſland veſſel's 
cargoe, upon condition that the Captain ſhould credit them five months, 
and give them the uſe of the veſſel during that time to trade jointly for 
them, wherever they pleaſe to ſend her, and they are now unloading her, 


and propoſe to ſend her directly on a trading voyage; query, is this, or 
is it not flying in the face of the committee and their conſtituents ? and 
telling them that they will have factories afloat fince they are prohibited 
from having them on ſhore; and that they are determined to oppoſe and 
rival the private trader when and wherever they can ? 

Mr. Drew, Chief of Accra, has alſo bought two ſloops, which are to 


ſupply the places of two factories which he was obliged to evacuate. 


There is ſcarce a veſſel comes on the Coaſt either from London or Briſtol, 
but what brings out goods for Mr, Mill and Mr. Bell. Captain Hamilton, 
in the Jamaica, told us he brought Mr. Mill out 30 tons of goods in 
that ſhip; Captain Harriot, in the St. Helena, brought out a large quan- 
tity for him; Captain Goodwin, of London, brought out a conſiderable 


quantity; Captain Marſhall, of Briſtol, brought out Mr. Bell one hundred 


romauls, and Captain Gullen, of Briſtol, has now on board a quantity of 
goods for them. How, in the of name God, is it poſſible for this trade to be 


| ever upon a proper footing, when one of the committee, Mr. Gilbert Roſs, 


is 
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is the very man, who in conjunction with Mr. Mill's brother ſends out the a 8 
greateſt part of theſe goods, and is no doubt concerned, or has a * N 
feeling ? y 
The L iverpool people, much to their honour, have to a man refuſed y 
to let any goods belonging to theſe gentlemen come out in their ſhips, WM 
although applied to by one Woodall formerly a maſter of a ſhip there, 
and when he found there was no poſſibility of getting the goods out in 
any other manner, he bought a Bermudas ſloop, and ſent her out here, +4 
with a large quantity of goods for Mr. Mill, Mr. Groſſle, and Mr. Bell, 
and, in three months after the goods were landed, ſhe was ſent off from 
Accra by Mr. Mill with ninety ſlaves to Penſacola. H 
When Captain Howe of the Maſguin of Briſtol, and cmd Gullen 1 
of the Roebuck from the ſame port, anchored at Appolonia, the begin- 30 
ning of this month, ſeveral traders came off to them, but upon their 3 
ſeeing Mr. Miles the chief going on board the Roebuck, the traders. in- 
treated Captain How to hide them in his hold or between decks, which 
he was obliged. to do, as they told him they were afraid of being ſeen by ³⁵⁶ 
Mr. Miles trading on board ſhips, and when Captain Howe propoſed 1 
trading with Mr. Miles, he anſwered that all the gold he took was for 
Mr. Mull, as he was ſupplyed with goods by him, ſo that Captain Howe 
aſſured me, he did not take 5 ounces of gold at Cape Appolonia this voy- q | 
age, and when he touched there in his way down the laſt voyage, he 
bought upwards. of 100 ounces of gold in 4 days at that place, the chief } | 
being at that time at Cape Coaſt. This relation I had from Captain Howe, 
who is ready to atteſt it, and who declared the ſame at Cape Coaſt Table | 9 
to Mr. Mill, and appealed to Captain Gullen who was preſent for tha 
truth of his aſſertion. J 
I am informed by Captain Bold of the ſhip John of Liverpool, that 
on or about the firſt of September he made a propoſal to Mr. Green chief 
of Tantumquerry, to purchaſe ſome ſlaves from him, and had offered him | 
the ſame price he had paid others, viz. 10 ounces, 6 pennyweight for aan 
men, and 8 ounces, 6 pennyweight for women; and that the ſaid Green 


gave him for anſwer in writing, and alſo told his officer, that he could. ai 
get a better price from the gentlemen in the forts, and that unleſs he paid. 


eleven 


c2 
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eleven ounces for men, and nine ounces for women, he would not trade 
Vith him, notwithſtanding I had fold captain Bold one hundred flaves at 
4 the above price, as did Mr. Johnſon, a private trader at Winnebah, 
| and ſeveral others. | 
' To ſuch a pitch of inſolence are the natives of this part of the Coaſt 
no arrived (from the ruinous and contemptible ſtate of the forts, and 
the puſillanimity of the wretches who in general govern them) that it is 
hardly poſſible to live upon any tolerable terms with them; ſome months 
ego, the people, living under the protection of our principal ſettlement 
at Cape Coaſt, catched Mr. Williamſon, ſurgeon of the caſtle, in the 
garden, carried him into the Buſh or Country, ſtripped him naked, and 
' whipped him in a terrible manner, for which inſult he was gratified with 
a a ſlave, which Mr. Groſsle, the then governor, obliged the Caboceer of 
Cape Coaſt to pay him. 
| In a little time after, the natives of the Engliſh town at Commenda 
catched Mr. Green (a boy put in as chief of the fort by Mr. Petrie, and 
who had been guilty of oppreſſing and maltreating the inhabitants) 
ſtripped him, and flogged him in a moſt ſhocking manner, afterwards tied 
him under the walls of the fort, put him into a three hand canoe, and 
carried him down to Elmina the principal ſettlement of the Dutch, there 
threw him upon the rocks and left him; after which by the affiſtance of 
an Engliſh man of war, he was carried back to his fort, and demanded a 
pecuniary ſatis faction for the ill treatment he had received, but the town's 
people refuſing to comply with his demands, he immediately fired the 
town, upon which the inhabitants quitted it, ſome of whom are gone 
over to the Dutch, under whoſe protection they now live, and others 
into the country, ſo that we have loſt a fine flouriſhing town (conſiſting 
of about 500 inhabitants, who abſolutely ſaved the Engliſh fort in the 
year 1758, when it was attacked by the Dutch,) by the indiſcretion and 
rapacity of maſter Green, who inſtead of being ignominouſly diſcharged 
the ſervice, which he ſhould have been, is now preferred to the command 
of Tantumquerry fort. 
About fix weeks ago as Mr. Drew (who is now member of the council and 


governor of Accra) was in 25 way from Winnibah to Cape Coaſt (being 
ſent 
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ſent for on public buſineſs) he was panyared or catched by the people of 
Agah, an Engliſh town ſituated between Annamaboe and Cormantyne, 
and by them confined in Cormantyne fort, belonging to the Dutch, upon 6. 
pretence that he had killed a Caboceer's ſon, who was his ſervant; and 


notwithſtanding he proved in the fulleſt manner that the boy dicd by an 
accident (having ſtepped upon a piece of glaſs, by which he cut an artery 
and bled to death) they would not enlarge him till he paid them five 
ſlaves, equal to 100l. ſterling ; and after he went to Cape Coaſt, they 
made a ſecond demand upon him, which prevented his coming on ſhore 


here in his way down, fearing be ſhould fall a ſecond time into their 


hands, being well acquainted with the puſillanimity of the poor creature 
who governs this fort, and who he knew would ſuffer him to be carried 
off from under the walls, or any other indignity, rather than endanger 
the loſs af his trade, by having any diſpute with the natives; indeed he 
has often declared publickly, he would not upon any account whatſoever 
fall out with them: thus the national honour is ſacrificed to private 
intereſt, by giving up every point to the natives, be it ever ſo diſgraceful 
or injurious. 

The numberleſs affronts and diſgraces which the chiefs, and others in 
the committee's ſervice, daily receive from the natives; their puſillani- 


mous behaviour on. theſe occaſions; the ruinous ſtate and condition of 
the forts, deſtitute of people and every thing elſe for their defence, is 
ſufficient to deter any man from ſettling in this country, where he has no 
protection or aſſiſtance to expect from the forts, aud where he muſt lay 
bis account in encountering every ſpecies of oppoſition, envy, and ill-wil! 


from the committee and their ſervants. 
I muſt not omit informing you that it-is reported here, and I believe 


with good foundation, that a ſtrong mercantile connection is now forming, 2 
or 1s already formed by Meſſrs. Roſs and Mill of London, Mr. Petrie late | 


governor of Cape Coaſt, and Mr. Mill the preſent governor ; that Petrie 


propoſes coming out if he can as governor a ſecond time, and to have the 


management of the trade, and if he cannot ſucceed with the committee, 


Mr. Mill is to have the direction of their affairs on the Coaſt ; that Petrie iN 
in that caſe is to endeavour to get into the committee, in order to back 


N Mr, 


[I APPENDIX. f H. ) 
eleven ounces for men, and nine ounces for women, he would not trade 
With him, notwithſtanding I had fold captain Bold one hundred flaves at 
the above price, as did Mr, Johnſon, a private trader at Winnebah, 
| and ſeveral others. 
| To ſuch a pitch of inſolence are the natives of this part of the Coaſt 
| now arrived (from the ruinous and contemptible ſtate of the forts, and 
the puſillanimity of the wretches who in general govern them) that it is 
hardly poſſible to live upon any tolerable terms with them; ſome months 
ego, the people, living under the protection of our principal ſettlement 
| at Cape Coaſt, catched Mr. Williamſon, ſurgeon of the caſtle, in the 
garden, carried him into the Buſh or Country, ſtripped him naked, and 
| whipped him in a terrible manner, for which inſult he was gratified with 
a a ſlave, which Mr. Groſsle, the then governor, obliged the Caboceer of 
Cape Coaſt to pay him. | | 
In a little time after, the natives of the Engliſh town at Commenda 
catched Mr. Green (a boy put in as chief of the fort by Mr. Petrie, and 
who had been guilty of oppreſſing and maltreating the inhabitants) 
ſtripped him, and flogged him in a moſt ſhocking manner, afterwards tied 
him under the walls of the fort, put him into a three hand canoe, and 
carried him down to Elmina the principal ſettlement of the Dutch, there 
” threw him upon the rocks and left him; after which by the affiſtance of 
an Engliſh man of war, he was carried back to his fort, and demanded a 
pecuniary fatisfaCtion for the ill treatment he had received, but the town's 
people refuſing to comply with his demands, he immediately fired the 
town, upon which the inhabitants quitted it, ſome of whom are gone 
over to the Dutch, under whoſe protection they now live, and others 
into the country, ſo that we have loſt a fine flouriſhing town (conſiſting 
of about 500 inhabitants, who abſolutely ſaved the Engliſh fort in the 
year 1758, when it was attacked by the Dutch,) by the indiſcretion and 
rapacity of maſter Green, who inſtead of being ignominouſly diſcharged 
the ſervice, which he ſhould have been, is now preferred to the command 
of Tantumquerry fort. | 
About fix weeks ago as Mr. Drew (who is now member of the council and 
Zovernor of Accra) was in his way from Winnibah to Cape Coaſt (being 
| | ſent 
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ſent for on public buſineſs) he was panyared or catched by the people of 1 
Agah, an Engliſh town ſituated between Annamaboe and Cormantyne, A 
and by them confined in Cormantyne fort, belonging to the Dutch, upon 
pretence that he had killed a Caboceer's ſon, who was his ſervant; and $4 
notwithſtanding he proved in the fulleſt manner that the boy died by an 
accident (having ſtepped upon a piece of glaſs, by which he cut an artery 7 
and bled to death) they would not enlarge him till he paid them five i 
ſlaves, equal to 100l. ſterling ; and after he went to Cape Coaſt, they 


made a ſecond demand upon him, which prevented his coming on ſhore 1 


here in his way down, fearing he ſhould fall a ſecond time into their 
hands, being well acquainted with the puſillanimity of the poor creature: - 1 
who governs this fort, and who he knew would ſuffer him to be carried #1 
off from under the walls, or any other indignity, rather than endanger 
the loſs af his trade, by having any diſpute with the natives; indeed he 
has often declared publickly, he would not upon any account whatſoever : 
fall out with them: thus the national honour is ſacrificed to private 4 
intereſt, by giving up * point to the natives, be it ever ſo diſgraceful 


Or injurious. 


The numberleſs + "IO and diſgraces which the chiefs, and others in 
the committee's ſervice, daily receive from the natives; their puſillani- 
mous behaviour on theſe occaſions; the ruinous ſtate and condition of 
the forts, deſtitute of people and every thing elſe for their defence, is 
ſufficient to deter any man from ſettling in this country, where he has no 
protection or aſſiſtance to expect from the forts, aud where he muſt lay 
his account in encountering every ſpecies of oppoſition, envy, and ill-wil! 


from the committee and their ſervants. 


I muſt not omit informing you that it-is reported here, and I believe 3 
with good foundation, chat a ſtrong mercantile connection is now forming, 
or is already formed by Meſſrs. Roſs and Mill of London, Mr. Petrie late 
governor of Cape Coaſt, and Mr. Mill the preſent governor ; that Petrie \ 
propoſes coming out if he can as governor a ſecond time, and to have the 


management of the trade, and if he cannot ſucceed with the committee, 


Mr. Mill is to have the direction of their affairs on the Coaſt ; that Petrie | Tr 
in that caſe is to endeavour to get into the committee, in order to back 


N ; Mr, 
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4 Mr. Roſs upon all occaſions, and that it is already fixed that the year 
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Mr. Roſs is out of the committee, his place i is to be filled up by his. 
1 partner Mr, Mill. 
Ihe above report calls to my mind a piece of advice which was given 
me in July 1769, by the late Captain John Stephens, of the Africa, (a 
| | great friend and confident of the aforementioned gentlemen) which was 
immediately to declare myſelf a bankrupt, and deliver up our ſettlement 
here, and the effects to Mr. Smith; that he was authorized by a con- 
ſiderable houſe in London, to aſſure me if I did fo, I ſhould be backed 
with 40, ooo ſterling; that they would purchaſe che er here, ang. 
fix me in it upon my own terms. | 
When this advice was given me, I treated it (as every honeſt man- 
ſhould) with contempt, at the ſame time thought it proceeded from his 
|. friendſhip for me, imagining from his ignorance of our affairs he thought 
them deſperate ; but it is now very clear that his and their ſole view was 
to poſſeſs themſelves of this houſe, where with their great intereſt in the 
committee, and connections with the gentlemen in the ſervice, they 
would, in a very little time, engroſs the whole of the Gold Coaſt trade, 
and if a monopoly of this trade was not intended, what could induce 
5 Mr. Petrie to come out a ſecond time, when he carried off about eighteen 
I» months ago, a fortune of 14 or 15, ooo. how it was acquired I have. 
before informed you. | 
It may perhaps be a matter of ſurpriſe to the merchants at home, that 
I ſhould be the only perſon ſuch a number of complaints come from; you 
will pleaſe therefore to obſerve that I am the only private ſettler on this 
| Coaſt, except Mr. Johnſton at Winnebah, and he has as great a variety of 
complaints to prefer againſt Meſſrs. Bell and Drew, the late chiefs of 
that fort, upon the arrival of the firſt man of war; and if there were 
ever ſo many private traders. (though they might experience every kind 
of oppreſſion from the committee and their ſervants) yet it would be 
1 impoſſible for them to point out a remedy, on account of their diſtance 
from the principal government, and their want of proper information 
and experience; captains of ſhips might certainly inform you of many 
abuſes, did not their fear of making enemies of theſe gentlemen prevent 
them; 
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them; if they diſoblige one, they diſoblige all; therefore in order to 
make a quick purchaſe, every thing the merchants can do in England, | 
or the captains on the Coaſt, to ingratiate themſelves into their favour is 
done; beſides it is impoſſible for maſters of ſhips to come to a knowledge 
of many abuſes, committed by the committee's ſervants ; theſe are ſecrets 7 
to all but thoſe who have ſerved the committee, and as I am the only by 
man in Africa out of the ſervice, that can poſſibly have any knowledge ö 
of theſe affairs, I am alſo the only man can give you information. . 
I am this moment informed by Captain Ritchie of the Diſpatch of 
Liverpool, that ſometime after his arrival in Annamaboe Road this 
voyage, he ſent his mate in his long boat to trade at Appolonia for gold; i 
that as ſoon as the mate went on ſhore, Mr. Miles, the preſent chief, 
ſent his ſervant into town with his ſcales and weights, and to tell the i 
inhabitants that he would ſell all his goods as low as the mate, and give 
them beſides a gallon of rum in a preſent upon every ounce of gold they 4 
brought him ; that the next day the mate ſaw him take forty ounces of 4 
gold, and that all the time he continued at Appolonia, he did not take 4 
five ounces of gold. 1 
Captain Ritchie tells me, he propoſes to get his mate to take his 9 
affidavit to the above circumſtance, when he arrives in the Weſt Indies. 
| Before this reaches you, a brother of Mr. Mill's will be failed from 
England for this Coaſt ; whether he brings out the Ruby of four or five 
hundred tons, in which he failed from here laſt March full of ſlaves, or 
another ſhip I cannot tell, but he is certainly to be out here ſhortly with # 
a large quantity of goods, and to carry off a cargoe of ſlaves. I cannot 
politively ſay, if his brother here is concerned with him, but it is more 
than probable he is; at any rate he can ſhip as many ſlaves as he pleaſes 3g 
on freight without fear of diſcovery. | 7 
I am amazed that the African merchants ſhould entertain the ſmalleſt 
doubt of theſe gentlemen's ſhipping off conſtantly great numbers of ſlaves; WM 
if they did not, how is their credit to be ſupported in England? and 
the great cargoes of goods which are frequently ſent them to be paid for ? 
as it is notorious ivory ſufficient is not to be procured on this part of the 


Coaſt, and gold is the worſt remittance they can poſſibly make. 
N This 


| 
| 
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This moment poor Mr. Johnſton, who is now here, has had an 

| | expreſs from Winnebah, giving him the melancholy account of his 

4 | houſe being deſtroyed by fire; what his loſs is, cannot be aſcertained tilt 
he gets down, but apprehend it muſt be very conſiderable, notwithſtand- 

| ing bis houſe was within forty yards of the caſtle; this proves what I 

have all along been informing you of, viz. the inattention of the 

committee to the welfare of private traders, in not allowing them liberty 

to lodge their effects in the forts in common with their ſervants; their 

diabolical partiality in this reſpect deſerves the ſevereſt cenſure, and 

Cannot fail to rouſe the indignation of every good and honeſt man; but 

what can be expected from a ſet of blunderers, who can have never had any 

bother views in getting into the committee, but to advance their own private 

intereſt, either by ſupplying the Coaſt with the manufactures they deal in, 

or by diſtreſſing the private traders to ingratiate themſelves into the favour 

of their ſervants on the Coaſt, in order to procure their conſignments; 

Ggure to yourſelves, gentlemen, the deplorable ſituation of a poor man, . 

who has uſed this Coaſt between fifteen and twenty years, and juſt as he 

iN had acquired ſufficient to carry on an extenſive trade, is in a few hours 

reduced perhaps to a ſtate of beggary, whilſt the ſervants of the com- | 

mittee are rioting in every indulgence the forts can afford, and whoſe. 

very ſlaves are accommodated with conveniences which are denied to the | 

| private traders. 

| Give me leave to aſk you once more, gentlemen, for what purpoſes 

are theſe forts ſupported ? they ſurely are not kept up barely as marks of 

poſſeſſion, or for the emolument of the committee and their ſervants ? I 

have read all the acts of parliament relating to this Coaſt, and muſt con- 

feſs that they have amply provided for the ſecurity of the private trader, 

and all his effects whatſoever, but ſorry I am to ſay, and to have expe- 

rienced, that acts of the Britiſh legiſlature are no more regarded in this 

country, than they are in Japan. You may poſſibly imagine, gentlemen, 

that in caſes of fire, or any other accidents happening to private traders, 

they will be the only ſufferers; but in this you are. certainly miſtaken ; 

there is ſcarce a captain arrives here, but from the dullneſs of trade, or 

an ill aſſorted cargoe, he is under the neceſſity of truſting theſe gentlemen 

a 
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avery conſiderable. part of your property; therefore you undoubtedly run 0 
as. great riſques as the private trader in the caſes aforementioned, as they 
have frequently more of TRI in their N wane n ow n 
capitals amount to. 9 
The goods left by Mr. Mill: _ 8 and which: Mr. Drove: is to bo 
pay him ſlaves for, ne thice- * e * to eres is 
hundred men flaves.. 7 mm 1 
I am juſt informed of à Rhode Tand veſſel yetitnjs cndls- fail for 4 
is 

it 


Barbadoes, which obliges me to break off ſo abruptly, have . 
only to aſſure you, * I am n the _— _— 
GENTLEMEN, | - 
Your moſt obediont humble Ginn 
0 RICHARD BREW: | i 


When any alterations happen in the trade here, you may depend upon 1 
the earlieſt intelligence. Capt. Marthall and all on board the Marlborough 9 


are well, and make no doubt will do well. on | | F| 
| f 9 


GENTLEME N. Caſtle Brew, April 107, 1771. 
Had the pleaſute to receive a letter from Ms. Barber by the Corſican 
Hero, with a copy of your letter to the African committee at London, 

dated January the 25th, incloſed, by. which I find you are reſolutely bent 

. on. procuring redreſs of the many grievances ſet forth in the different 

letters I wrote Mr. Barber on African affairs, which will be a great in- 

ducement to me to continue to adviſe you regularly of all occurrences on 
the Coaſt, Which may tend in any ſhape to the advantage of trade and Yi 
free traders, and expoſe the mal · practices of the committee's ſervants if 
whenever they come under my obſeryation ; at the ſame time, I cannot 1 
help obferving to you, gentlemen, that from my knowledge of the people 

in power here, the method they have all along and ftill continue to purſue, 1 7 

their great connections with ſeveral of the committee, contrary to the act 

of parliament, the length of time requiſite to prefer complaints, and give ' I 

them an opportunity to defend themſelves, with the, uncertain iſſue of ja 

theſe complaints, together with the prodigious way they are in of ſpeedily ih 

making their fortunes : from theſe circumſtances, I ſay, I am thoroughly B 

| convinced, 
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[ convinced, the defired end will never be obtained till the committee's 
| ſervants are totally prohibited from all manner of trade whatſoever : what 
further ſecurity have you now. more than formerly that theſe gentlemen 
| will conform to any new laws or regulations which the committee may 
| ſendout? none; and it is as true as the goſpel they will pay no more regard 
to them than they ever did, if they tend to lay the leaſt reſttaint what- 
. ſoever on their trade. If you diſcourſe with any of the committee's 
|; ſervants about theſe affairs on the Coaſt, they have the impudence to tell 
. | you, that before complaints can be exhibited, their ſtory heard, and the 
| 
„ 


i 
| 


affair brought to an iſſue, two or three years will elapſe, beſides being 

allowed fix months time to realize their effects, in caſe the affair ſhould 

be given againſt them.; in all which time they will have done their 
* buſineſs, or in other words will have made their fortunes, and the 
þ committee may diſmiſs them their ſervice afterwards . as ſoon as they 
| pleaſe; therefore, to root out the evil effectually, you have no remedy 
1 left, but to alter the eſtabliſhment or prohibit the committee s ſervants 
from all trade whatſoever, and oblige them to give ample ſecurity in 
England for a punctual performance of all orders and 32 which 
| ſhall from time to time be ſent out by the committee. 

Some time in December laſt, the fiſhermen of this town committed | 
'a moſt horrid murder under the walls of Annamaboe fort, by cutting to 
pieces a man belonging to the Fantee town in cold blood; the cuſtom of 
the country in ſuch caſes is, that the chief of the fort immediately 
demands the murderers, and either delivers them up to be dealt with 
according to the laws of the country, or hangs them over one of the guns 
of his fort. By deſire of the natives, the chief of our fort here, Mr. Bell, 

| (when this affair happened) was ſeveral times preſſed by the Fantee people 
to demand theſe murderers, but they never could prevail upon him to do 
it; by which conduct, he has not only given up one of his moſt valuable 
ae that of acting as principal mediator in all diſputes with the 
| natives, but it has occaſioned the Fantees to make war on the fiſhermen, 
by which upwards of twenty men have loſt their lives on both ſides, 
; "beſides putting a ſtop to all manner of trade, except what goes from 


i | Cormantyne and Agah, Vegetables and proviſions of all kinds are ſtopped 
from 


Ty 
144 
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from going off to the ſhipping, as well as wood, water, and every other 
neceſſary, which they uſed to have in great abundance from this town; 
by which! means they have ſuffered ſeverely, eſpecially thoſe who have 
had any number of ſlaves on board; this palaver commenced now almoſt 75 
four months ago, and there is no proſpect of its being ſettled except the 
chief interpoſes his authority, of which there is not the ſmalleſt likelihood, 
as he has been often heard to declare, he never would interfere dir ectly or 1 
indirectly with their pala ver. 15 

Until within theſe few days paſt, Mr: Bell. kept the back gate of his 
fort conſtantly open in the day time to preſerve a communication between 34 
him and the fiſhermen, from whom he uſed to get a good deal of. trade; 
and this I take to have been the reaſon for his not, demanding the bi 
murderers or getting the palaver ſettled, leſt by acting vigorouſly againſt 42 
them, his trade might ſuffer from that quarter. | ; 

The Fantees, however, ſoon put a ſtop to his trade by blocking up his 
avenues to his principal gate, and for ſix or ſeven days ſuffered neither 
proviſions nor: ſlaves to go into. the fort; „ upon which he gave them two 
anchors of rum, and a promiſe to uſe his beſt endeavours to get the if 
palaver ſettled, provided they, would not moleſt the traders and others 1 
going to the fort in. future; thus the affair reſts, and thus the ſhipping 
and private traders ſuffer ſor the folly and indiſcretion (to give them no 
worſe epithets) of thoſe wha are too well paid for protecting, aiding, and 
aſſiſting them. 

I leave you to- judge, gentlemen, what ſix teen. or eighteen ſail of veſſels, 
which we have now here, muſt ſuffer from this man's conduct; and the 
misfortune is, we don't know when, or where, this affair will end, or fe 
where to apply for. redreſs : the captains remonſtrated to the governor A 
and council. of. Cape Coaſt upon the affair of the factories, and were 
treated with . the utmoſt contempt, they not vouchſafing even to give I 
them an anſwer; therefore, to apply to them would anſwer no purpoſe, M 
except to render them, if poſſible, more inſolent. Out of numberleſs 
inſtances of the extreme inſolence and wantonneſs of our chief here, and | 
his natural propenſity to give. offence, I ſhall only ſelect one, which 
happened the 8th inſtant ; as his majeſty's ſhip the Rainbow was ſtanding ; 
| | into 
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into the road of Cape Coaſt, which is in ſight of this fort, Mr. Bell 
hoiſted his colours, which was an union flag, very old, ſhabby, but not 
to be diſcerned at that diſtance; in a few hours after, the Corſican Hero 
of Liverpool, Captain Smith, was ſeen ſtanding into this road, and as ſoon 
as ſhe was right a-breaſt of this fort, Mr. Bell hauled down his Engliſh 
colours, and hoiſted a Scotch jack, that is, a blue field with a white 
St. Andrew's croſs; knowing, I fuppoſe, that this was one of the two 
ſhips, whoſe owners refuſed to let Mr. Woodal ſhip goods in laſt year for 
' him and Meſſrs. Groſfsle and Mill. 
|. About a month ago, the Peggy, Captain Hercules Mill, a large hip 
' from London, arrived at Cape Appolonia, where letters were lodged for 
him, and he there delivered the chief, Mr. Miles, who is factor for 
Governor Mill (and for whoſe ſole emolument that fort is now ſupported) 
a large quantity of goods; after which he run down to Cape Coaſt, 
| landed Mr. Mill more goods, and then came down here, where he has 
4 landed Mr. Bell a very large quantity; I was a witneſs myſelf to ſix or 
' ſeven butts of cloth goods, and a great many other very large cafes and 
packages. Captain Mill lies now with his ſhip trading in this road. 

You ſee, gentlemen, what a proſpect you have of making voyages to the 
Gold Coaſt, and with what reaſon you expect an amendment in this trade, 
when one of the members of the committee is the very man who ſends 
out all theſe goods to oppoſe you; and for which good ſervices, you may 
depend his ſhips and connections will always be preferred to all others. 

In January laſt, the Mary James ſtore ſhip, Captain Darling, arrived at 
Cape Coaſt ; he brought out goods to diſpoſe of on the Coaſt to the amount 
of ſixty or ſeventy ſlaves, and as his ſtay was to be very ſhort, he made an 
offer of them to any of the gentlemen who would engage to furniſh him 
with ſlaves at eleven ounces men, and nine ounces women. Almoſt all 
the gentlemen he applied to, had ſo many engagements on their hands at 
that time, that they either could not, or would not, accept his propoſals ; 
ſo that he had no alternative, but to raiſe the price of faves to the natives, 
or carry his goods round to the Weſt Indies and Europe; he accordingly 
raiſed the price to ten and ten and half ountes for men, and eight and 
eight and half for women; ſome do not ſcruple to ſay he gave eleven 

4 for 
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for men, and nine for women; and this conduct (though it is hard to 
blame Captain Darling) has been of infinite prejudice to the trade, as the Wi 
traders expected for ſome time that the ſhipping at Annamaboe would i 
continue to give the ſame price; and upon refuſal, numbers of them 2 
grew extremely inſolent; the price, however, got up to ten ounces for 
men, and eight for women, by the going ſhips, but I am much afraid it will 
ſoon become general. Meſſrs. Mill and Bell, however, could find ſaves 
to ſell Captain Darling for bills of exchange; as Captain Darling aſſured 92 
me he had twenty from Bell, and was to have between twenty and thirty 
from Mr. Mill; and that the former of thoſe two gentlemen gave him 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of ſelling him ſixty for bills this year, and . 
Mr. Mill one hundred; and that theſe two gentlemen had farther engaged . 1 
to give him two hundred ſlaves on freight for account of Mr. Groſsle's 
eſtate, over and above the one hundred and ſixty beforementioned to be 
ſold for bills. Captain Darling was upon the Coaſt but five or ſix | 
weeks, and carried off one hundred and ſixty ſlaves; fo that the difference 
muſt have been either ſold for bills alſo, or ſhipped on freight, which laſt 9 
I am moſt inclined to conjecture; for I never can be brought to think % 
that Mr. Mill, Mr. Bell, or any other gentlemen in the ſervice, are ſo i} 
ſimple as to ſell a prime Gold Coaſt man ſlave (as no other would be 
accepted) for a bill of 2ol. when there is a moral certainty, that ſuch Ki! 
a ſlave would fetch 361. ſterling in the Weſt-Indies ; allowing then a man 
{lave to fetch in the Weſt-Indies 361. 
From which deduct 10 per cent. commiſſion . 3 12 0 
Freight 5l. mortality 11. 16s. - cc = C160 
Doctor's head money = = - - - 0 1 © 
0 
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There remains and appears to be a loſs on every man ſlave of TAN" 


and as women are ſaid to be fold for only 16]. in bills, and differ only 
40s. from the price of men in the Weſt-Indies, it will appear that thoſe 
gentlemen will loſe 71. 11s. ſterling on every woman; to this it will be 
objected, that they are prohibited by the committee-inſtruftions from 
ſhipping flaves on freight, and have no alternative but to ſell them either 
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for goods or bills; which laſt method, they tell you, they are obliged to 


take, in order to ſupport their credit and pay for the goods ſent them out 
4 ! by their friends; what credit you are pleaſed to give them, gentlemen, 
I cannot pretend to ſay; but for my part, 1 do not believe a ſyllable of it, 
neither do I believe any merchant in England would ſend a ſhip of five 
or four, or even three hundred tons, with the ſupplies every year to*Cape 
b Coaſt for the paltry conſideration of pool. if they had not ſtrong aſſurances 
of a good freight of ſlaves from the Coaſt to the Weſt-Indies. 


The Jamaica ſtore ſhip, of five or fix hundred tons burthen, chiefly 


owned by the late Mr. Biſcoe, committee-man for Briſtol, was ſent out 


laſt year with the ſupplies, upon a preſumption that his good friend 
Mr. Groſſle was living, and at the head of affairs, and would ſecure 


a good freight for her; ſeveral letters were wrote the chiefs on the 


Coaſt at that time, and large quantities of goods ſent out freight free, for 
what purpoſe it is eaſy to imagine ; now if the members of the com- 
mittee, who ought to be the guardians of this trade, will dare to out-fit 
ſhips, ſupply all their ſervants with goods on the Coaſt, receive all their 
remittances, and encourage them not only to break through their own 
inſtructions and regulations, but even acts of parliament, I think it is 
almoſt time to bid adieu to this trade. 

The gentlemen in the fort, I believe, apprehend they will be forbid to 
keep craft ; to remedy which, they have fallen upon-a method of taking 
ſome part of the ſhip's cargoes, in order to have the uſe of theſe veſſels 
and the craft belonging to them ; an inſtance or two I gave Mr. Barber 
in my letter to him of 2oth July, wherein Meffrs. Mill and Bell, took 
a Rhode Iſland brig's cargoe, on condition of having the uſe of the veſſel 
for five months to trade for them onthe Coaſt, and the brig Beggar's 
Benniſon, Captain Dunn, who was kept trading to leeward ſix months 
for them, and afterwards diſpatched Tron Cape Coaſt to the Weſt - Indies 
full of ſlaves. 

Mr. Trinder alſo took part of a Boſton ſchooner's cargoe in February 
laſt, on condition that the Captain ſhould run down to Whydah and 
land it there for him, which he did ; ſo that let the committee ſend what 

orders they will, theſe people will find methods to elude them. 
| Captain 
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Captain George Voung, of his Majeſty's ſloop Weazle, being juſt gone 
on board in order to fail, I am obliged to conclude with aſſuring you, ; 
I ſhall embrace every opportunity to adviſe you how matters are carried : 


on, on the Coaſt, and that I am with great eſteem, 
GENTLEMEN, 


Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
RICHARD BREW. 


| GENTLEMEN, Caſtle Brew, Auguſt 25, 1771. 
Y the Corſican Hero, late Captain Smith, Miles Barber, Eſq; did me 
the honour to tranſmit me a copy of the African committee's letter to 

him, dated the 25th of laſt February, by which I find they have taken 
great offence at my detecting and expoſing their unwarrantable proceedings, 
and the mal-praQtices of their ſervants on the Coaſt ; a circumſtance, W 
however, I am perfectly eaſy about. | 

Before I proceed to inform you of ſome late tranſactions on the Coaſt, i 
I beg leave to ſay ſomething in my own behalf, as the committee have 
ſtated matters to you in a very ungenteel, unfair manner, 4 

The firſt thing the committee takes notice of in their letter to i 
Mr. Barber is, „that it would be contrary to all rules of law and juſtice Wſ 
to have admitted my evidence againſt them and their ſervants. 15 

In anſwer to which give me leave to aſk you, gentlemen, whether my 
evidence and oath in a court of juſtice, or at the bar of the Houſe of 
Commons, would not be looked upon as valid as the evidence of any 
member of the committee, or the oaths of any maſter or mate of a ſhip 
whatſoever. 

In the year 1753, one of this righteous « committee ſuſpended me from 
the government of Tantumquerry fort, upon the bare evidence of 
Mr. David Hamilton of Briſtol, who was then only a mate of a ſhip. 
I was condemned even without the form of a trial, which ſhews that what 
was law and juſtice in thoſe days is not ſo now. 

In the year 1764, another committee ſuſpended me from the govern- 
ment of Annamaboe, upon the evidence of one Eaſton, a maſter of a veſſel 
belonging to Liverpool: the charge was, that I had ſhipped off five i 
O 2 hundred 
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hundred and twelve ſlaves for my own account in the ſhip Duke of 
Marlborough, of London, in the year 1761; and notwithſtanding the 


complaint was not lodged till the year 1764, and that thoſe ſlaves were 


ſhipped off long before the act of parliament (prohibiting the ſervants of 
the committee to ſhip ſlaves on their own accounts) had paſſed, or any 


ſuch orders being ſent out by the committee; yet they thought proper, 


without even the colour of law, juſtice or equity, to ſuſpend me from my 


government, and to appoint my ſucceſſor by the ſame letters that brought 
cout my ſuſpenſion ; yet theſe gentlemen have the aſſurance to talk of the 
| lenity they had ſhewn me, and inſinuate that if I had applied to them for 
I redreſs I ſhould have had it. 


Pleaſe to obſerve, gentlemen, that the committee fay they only 


| ſuſpended me, but as it takes two or three years before matters of this 
kind can be properly cleared up, and the iſſue (even though they had 


admitted me to a fair trial) doubtful, that ſuſpenſion was tantamount 


to a diſcharge from their ſervice, for it cannot be ſuppoſed that any man 
would throw ſo much of his time away without a moral certainty of 
being reinſtated ; z and from my own experience, and knowledge of 
the envy and ill-will of ſeveral members of the committee, 1 could ex- 
pect no juſtice from them. 

In the year 1767, when Mr. Groſſle burned the town of Annamaboe, 
and killed three or four of the town's people, I wrote the committee the 
whole affair; I even ſent them a diary of the tranſactions here during 
that palaver, but as I therein reflected on the conduct of their governor, 
they never thought proper to take the ſmalleſt notice whatſoever of my 
letter; upon which I reſolved never more to trouble them; beſides as I 
had no complaints to make but what affected the publick, and in which 
they were comprehended with their ſervants, I could not with any pro- 
pricty make application to them. 

Notwithſtanding my voluminous production (as the committee are wittily 
pleated to call it, conſiſting of no leſs than fixty paragraphs) contained 
many accuſations againſt them and their ſervants, they choſe to paſs them 
over, and reſt the whole upon proofs being made of the governor's ſhip- 


ping off ſlaves on their own accounts. 
| In 
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In one of my former letters to Mr. Barber, I mentioned what the com- Li 
mittee, nor any of their ſervants will dare to deny, and what is perfectly is 
well known to every maſter of a ſhip, and ſettler on this Coaſt, viz. that 
every ſervant of the committee, who has made any money on the Coaft 1 
ſince the commencement of this ſyſtem, has realized and ſhipped off the 
whole of their effects in flaves, and that it is of no fignification to the al 
Britiſh merchants, whether thoſe ſlaves are ſhipped off in Fune or January, i 
this year or the next, ſo as they are permitted to ſhip them off at all; but 
it ſeems, if you cannot aſcertain the particular time theſe flaves are ent 
off, you prove nothing. 
The greateſt part of the flaves ſent off this Coaſt in a clandeſtine { 
manner for theſe five years paſt, have been ſent by the Africa, late Capt. 
Stephens, in the three voyages he made here. Capt. Stephens kept a book {| 
which contained all his tranſactions on the Coaft, and at the fame time 
ſerved as a log book; this book he called his church bible; and as 1 5 
certain every flave he carried off on freight, and the ſhippers names are 4 q 
to be found in this book, I would humbly propoſe when African affairs are 
brought before the Houſe of Commons, that Mr. Michael Herries (pro- 4 
curator for Richard Oſwald, Eſq;) beſummoned to the bar of the Houſe, i 
and ordered to produce this book, which if he does I am pretty confident i 
all your doubts will be cleared up; and if it is not forthcoming, depend h 
upon it it has been deſtroyed to prevent a diſcovery; but as I ſaid before, 
what does it ſignify to you if a governor who is worth five hundred flavesl| 
ſhip fifty or one hundred every year, or if the whole are fent off at once? j 
The trade for many months paſt has been fo very bad, and the oppo- 
fition from Cape Coaft Caſtle and Annamaboe Fort has been ſo great, that] 1 
the ſhipping and private traders have ſuffered inconceiveably; the hip} ; 
Ingram, Capt. James Paifley, has been here now ſeven months, and ha i, 7 
not purchaſed half her cargoe of ſlaves, though her complement is but 
three hundred and twenty; the Corſican Hero, late Smith, has been 
Here upwards of four months, and has not purchaſed ſixty flaves ; the 
Africa, Capt. Smith of Briſtol, has been here four months, and has not 
purchaſed twenty; and the Greenwich, Capt. Harwood of Briſtol, beef 
been here upwards of three months, and has not purchaſed one flave deaf 
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TY 
the natives; Capt. Brown, of the Kitty, of Liverpool, and Capt. Fleet- 


. 1 H.] 
wood, of the Swallow, from ſame port, have been each nine months at 
þ Annamaboe, the one for three hundred and thirty five, the other for two 
hundred and fifty ſlaves ; indeed the trade is now ſo totally ruined, that 
we have been obliged to barter away two Gold Coaſt cargoes, amounting 


to eight hundred and fifty ſlaves, for Leeward goods, and to ſend the ſhips 


Albany and Pembroke down there, as we ſaw no proſpect of getting them 
| flaved off in any reaſonable time at this place; yet the Peggy, Capt. Mill, 
was here and at Cape Coaſt no longer than four months, and carried off 


from between three hundred and fifty to four hundred flaves; and the 
Richmond, Capt. Rogers of London, a ſhip of three hundred tons, 
# chartered and ſent. out by Meſſ. Roſs and Mill, has been at Cape Coaſt 
# little more than three months, and fails this day with four hundred ſlaves; 
this ſhip was ſent out here with a cargoe of goods for Meſſ. Mill and 
Bell, another cargoe for the general of Elmina, a fourth for the fiſcal 
of Elmina, a fifth for the chiefs of Cen EL]: a ſixth for the Dutch 
| chief at Accra. 


Our oppoſition from the Dutch for ſome years paſt * been very 


great; their home manufactures, if not quite ſo good, are infinitely 


cheaper, and go off to the full as well as ours, and their ſlaves ſell higher 


by twenty- five or thirty per cent. in their colonies than ours; from theſe 


advantages they are enabled to over- bid us on the Coaſt, and if they once 


get into the method of being ſupplied with Engliſh goods to mix with their 
own, we ſhall be aſſuredly cut out of this trade in a very little time; for 
it is well known that a mixture of Dutch and Engliſh goods is preferable 
on the Gold Coaſt to either Engliſh or Dutch ſingly; it will therefore be 


highly neceſſary to put a timely ſtop to theſe practices; at leaſt members 
of the committee ſhould be reſtrained from having any concern directly 
or indirectly in them. 

I have ſeen Mr. Camplin's vera copia of the committee's minutes and 
inſtructions to their governor and council here; what impreſſion they 
have left on the minds of the Liverpool gentlemen I cannot pretend to 
| ſay, but am of opinion they were not at all ſatisfactory. 


The 
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The council at Cape Coaſt is compoſed of Mr. Mill, governor; Mr. bY 
Bell, chief of Annamaboe; Mr. Trinder, chief of Winnebah ; and Mr. 
Drew, chief of Accra, all of whom I have accuſed of mal- practices, the * 
three laſt in particular, and the committee, out of their profound reſpect far 
their conflituents, have condeſcended to write out to theſe very gentlemen, to 
inſtitute an enquiry into the. charges exhibited againſt themſelves, even though % 
the charge is brought only by Mr. Brew. What the reſult of this enquiry {| 
will be does not require a Daniel to foretell; it is however aſtoniſhing 4 
that the committee would dare. offer ſuch a bare- faced affront to your 
underſtandings, as to imagine you would be duped by ſuch a ſhallow ii 
device, and ſuch flimſey aſſurances of redreſs; inſtead of giving you the 
ſatisfaction you are ſo juſtly entitled to, their letter is filled with imper- 
tinent inſinuations, which reflect no credit either on them or their 1 
ſervants, whoſe cauſe they ſo ſhamefully endeavour to ſupport. . 
From the reception the Liverpool gentlemens letter met with from 
the committee; their ſtanding forth the champions of their ſervants upon { 
all occaſions; the rancorous treatment I have met with from them, for 9 
expoſing the mal- practices of their governors, and their own unjuſtifiable 
conduct, I am firmly perſuaded they never mean to alter the preſent If 
mode on the Coaſt; your only relief then muſt be from parliament, and 
a total abolition of their board; and it ſhould be attempted as ſoon 8 
poſſible, for when the committee's ſervants find they have nothing to 70 
fear from all theſe repreſentations; that they are aided, aſſiſted, and fo i 
ſtrenuouſly ſupported by the committee, and that alt complaints whatſo- 9 
ever againſt them are diſcouraged and difregarded, there is no knowing i 
how far their boundleſs infolence will carry them; indeed I am certain 
if this conteſt does not produce regulations favourable to the private 
trader, and effectually reſtrain and keep the committee's ſervants within - 2 
proper bounds, you had beſt give up the trade at once.—I have not at 
preſent to add, but that you may depend I will continue to adviſe you 
regularly of all occurrences worth your notice, and that I am, with 1 
the greateſt reſpect, 1 
GENTLEMEN, 

Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, - 

33 - RICHARD BREW. 
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DAR Six, Caſtle Brew, Auguſt 25, 1771. 
[ prcLoseD I ſend you a letter for your committee, in which you will 

obſerve I have made mention of Capt. Stephens's church bible, and 
could have added a good deal more on that ſubject in my publick letter, 
but was cautious of appearing to have any particular deſign againſt Mr. 
Mill; however, as I am entered fo far on this affair, it behoves me to 
perſevere, and am determined to make you, and your committee ac- 


agquainted with every thing material that falls under my obſervation ; the 


following circumſtance however I chuſe to make you enly acquainted 
with, as it will enable you to make the proper enquiries when theſe 


matters are brought before the houſe, 


About ſeven months ago a gentleman, who is now a chief of one of 
the forts, acquainted me, that he was told by Mr. Alleyn, Captain 
Stephens's clerk, and who is now a writer in the ſervice, that when the 
ſhip Aftica went down to Accra, Iaſt voyage, after burying Capt. Stephens, 
Mr. Mill (who was Stephens's executor) took aſhore the log book, or 
church bible beforementioned, and that he had tore out ſeveral leaves in 


which were particularized the ſlaves he had ſent on freight the preceeding 
voyage or voyages; you will therefore pleaſe to obſerve when this book 
is produced, whether or not any ſuch thing has been done, and if it has, 


I think you need no farther proofs, and dare to ſay that Mr. Bell, Mr, 
Petrie, and Mr. Groſſle will be found alſo to have ſhipped off a yy” 


many ſlaves in the ſame ſhip. 


As I have given a ſketch of the times here in the publick letter, there 


buying remains only to tell you that gold commands the trade; there is no 
a ſlave without one ounce of gold at leaſt on it, and the windward Coaſt 


has been ſo ranſacked, that there is no ſuch thing as getting gold, even 


though you ſell your goods from forty to fifty per cent. under prime colt ; 


the next beſt article is fine broad ſtriped taffats, flowered cuttanees, 
Patna chintz, with ſmall black flowers, fine white grounds, well choſe 
printed linens and cottons, very large braſs pans, fine Sileſias, Daniſh and 
birding guns, plain taffatys, fine mixed Romauls, ſattin ſtripes, half pint 


tankards. Goods not in demand as follows; powder, pewter, knives, 
2 | ells 


ells of no kind, halflays, Negannepauts, Bejutapauts, checks, 7 
derrigs, and glue bandanoes ; there is at preſent . no Achantee 


which is the reaſon powder a and pewter a are not called for 3 however it 1 


44a 4 + 


| will not be prudent t to ſend ſhips c out without theſe articles. | 

I am, told Meſſrs. Roſs and Mill expect to be called before the Houſe 
of Commons, and that they are ready prepared for the occaſion, but I | 
| fancy they will 'be terribly, diſcone n 30 hearing t the church bible 

called for. 

Dr. Wallace, who now comment the Africa, was Capt. Stephens $ 
chief mate, all the three voyages he made to the Gold Coaſt ; he ſhould 
therefore be certainly brought before the bar of the houſe, and ſworn 


whether | he eyer knew or heard of any, laves being ſhipped on freight on 
board the Africa, 


I ſhall take i it as a particular favour ir you would tranſmit Mr. Smith a 4 


copy of the publick letter, or other letters I may have wrote you, which 


I have not ſent him copies a. 
Much about the time this reaches you, Capt. Hown of the ſhip 


Maiſguin, of Briſtol, will be arrived, and as he has been upwards of j | 


ſeyen months on the Coaſt, he can inform you of many particulars which 
will correſpond exactly with my publick letter. 

Pleaſe excuſe this hurried epiſtle; I ſhall be more particular * my 
next, have therefore only to with you health and proſperity, and to aſſure 
you that I am with the greateſt eſteem and reſpect, 

Ds AR, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient * | 
RICHARD BREW. 


© 


GenTLemen, , |» Cale Brew, October I, 1771. 


Did myſelf the honour to write to you the 2 5th of laſt Auguſt, copy 
of which goes herewith, but through hurry to get my letter on board 
the Richmond, I forgot to mention a common practice of the com- 
mittee's governors, Meſſrs. Mill and Bell in particular, which is their 
ſelling great numbers of ſlaves to the general and fiſcal of Elmina, for 


| Portugueſe tobacco, whenever that article is in great demand, the conſe- 
5 3 P quence 
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quence of which is extremely prejudicial to the ſhipping; firſt, by getting 
ſupplied with a commodity which commands the trade from the natives, 

and ſecondly, by diſpoſing of ſuch a number of ſlaves to our natural rivals 
the Dutch, which ſhould certainly circulate amongſt the Britiſh ſhipping; 
to this it will be objected, that the captains of ſhipsare at liberty to purchaſe - 
tobacco as well as the governors ; which is very true, but then parting 

with prime flaves, and ſlaves that are perhaps ſeaſoned and uſed to the 
ſhips, would not only lengthen their voyages, but diſhearten the reſt of 
their cargoes; and it happens but ſeldom that the captains can barter 
goods for tobacco with the Portugueſe, -as our waty and induftrious 
neighbours the Dutch take care' either to ſend convoys down with the 

"Portugueſe, or diſpatch them away in the night, with orders to ſtretch 
out to ſea, to prevent the Engliſh ſhips from dealing with them. 

I will however do the committee the juſtice to ſay, they have formerly 
ſent our poſitive orders to the governor and council, forbidding them'or 
any others of their ſervants, to trade directly or indirectiy with the Dutch; 
but the committee's orders are no more regarded on this ſide the tropick 

than yours would be, ſhould you think proper to ſend any. 

I am informed the excuſe theſe gentlemen give for felling ſlaves to the 
Dutch is, to procure tobacco for the payment of the committee's ſlaves 
and other expences; but it is a known truth that not above one tenth of 
what they purchaſe is conſumed, otherwiſe than in the purchaſe of ſlaves; 
however Ithink many methods may be fallen on to purchaſe tobacco beſides 
giving ſlaves for it; for inſtance, if the committee made application to 
the Weſt India company of Holland, to furniſh them with a ſufficient 
number of rolls annually, to defray the expences of the Britiſh forts, at 
forty or fifty ſhillings, or even at three pound per roll, to be paid by the 
committee at home, it would be infinitely better than buying it from 
their ſervants, at ſix pounds five ſhillings per roll, and the primeſt goods 
in the ſupplies picked out by them for payment; and even if this method 
was not adopted, the committee have only to ſend out cowries and Sileſias 
ſufficient for this purpoſe, and tobacco may be always procured from the 
Portugueſe, under three pound ſterling per roll, including the expence of 
a long boat or ſhallop to be always kept employed for this purpoſe. 


This 
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This moment I received a letter from. Capt. John, Harwood, of the, 
Snow Greenwich, of Briſtol, in which is the following paragraph. 


« I hear the chief of Tantumquerry, Mr. Miles, was flogged in his) 4 
hall, by a caboceer (not Dutton) alſo Capt. Blundell of the Corſican 9 
Hero, of Liverpool, and the Second of the fort were ſeverely beat, ang 
all their cloaths tore off, and were ſome time confined in the towu; 
the Second went to the water fide to eſcort Blundell, up, and upon my | 
boat's appearing in ſight, the Tantum people ſent off two canoes to 
take her, thinking ſhe belonged to Harwood, but finding their miſtake ä $ 


never moleſted her,” 


I have taken a great deal of pains, an in all my letters upon 1 
African affairs, to prove the inutility of the forts in their preſent ſhame- 1 


fully defenceleſs ſtate. I leave you to judge of their condition, when 4 


the natives. will dare to ſtrike a governor in his own hall. Can ſuch a 
fort, or ſuch a governor, render the ſmalleſt aſſiſtance or protection to a 
private trader? can ſuch a fort be worth ſupporting at the expence of if 
6, 7 or 8oe/. per annum? will the committee pretend to ſay that ſuch a | 
fort is tenable ; that it is not conſtantly in the power of the natives; and 
that it is not owing more to their good diſpoſitions, than the committee's | . 


wiſe regulations, that you have a fort at all 
The committee will poſſibly write out to their governor and council to 


enquire whether it is true or not, that Mr. Miles, Capt. Blundell, and 1 


the Second, were flogged in the manner ſet forth in Captain Harwood's 


letter ; but as it is more than probable Capt. Blundell, on his arrival in | 
England, will be able to ſhew you he has had ocular demonſtration, 'F 


they may ſave themſelves that trouble. 


A moſt pernicious practice has of late crept into the trade of the Gold 
Coaſt, which is the giving gold upon flaves; and it is greatly to be 


wiſhed that ſome methods may be fallen upon to put a timely ſtop to it, 1 


otherwiſe it will be impoſſible for any man to continue to trade here with 
any proſpect of ſucceſs; Appolonia, the only place from which the 


ſhipping uſed to be ſupplied with gold, you are effectually ſhut out from; ' 


that fort, Dixcove, Succondee, and Commenda being factories to the 
governor of Cape Coaſt, who is ſo plentifully ſupplicd with gold from 


P 2 _ theſe 


- — 


„ IE 


es Kr ENA H.] 


theſe places, that he carries every thing before him; for the truth bf 
which I appeal to all the Liverpool and Briſtol captais that have been 


here this year. 


12995 7 8 


Formerly owners of ſhips uſed to fend) out double e ca rpoes o Gods, one 
for ſlaves, the other for gold; ; if ſlaves kappenied to be 5 2 uſual, 
the cargoe for gold was thrown ito the flave cargde in order to fill the 
ſhip ; ; 'on the other hand, if faves were reafonable the ow cargoe was 
diſpoſed of for gold and Ivory, at a profit of thirty, forty, . or fifty per 
cent. which went a great way towards paying the portſige bin in the 
Weſt Indies; as I have frequently known from five to fifteen bündred 
J pounds ſterling i in gold and i ivory carried off from tllis coaſt, ober and 
above a compleat cargoe of flaves. How iran gely things a are reverſed 


aA wt uf 


now, you u have el we ſcarce ſee; a thip go off with her comple- | 


— . res, e 


Teen 


lie here cl their proviſions are all 4 and their bottoms eat cit | 
with the worms. 

As the committee do not appear | inclinable to make any regulations! in 
favour of the private trader, I! Imagine you will be under the neceſſity of 
laying your grievances before parliament this next felfions. I have there- 
fore only to add once more, gentlemen, that I am ready and willing to 
depoſe upon oath (before any perſon deputed for that purpoſe) to the 
truth of the following charges exhibited by me againſt the committee and 
their ſervants. 

I. and principally, That every governor of Cape Coaſt ſince the year 
: 176 3, to the preſent governor (Mr. Hippiſley excepted) have ſhipped off 
: great numbers 'of flaves on their own accounts, contrary to act of 
L parliament and reſtrictions of the committee, 

iþ II. That the ſervants of the committee who are paid by the publick, 
ſuch as doctors, ſeconds, ſerjeants, gunners, and even ſoldiers, have been 
| employed as factors and traders for the governors of Cape Coaſt and other 
chiefs of forts. 


III, 
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III. That the governors of the forts, particularly Meſſrs. Mill and Bell, 
make a practice of ſelling conſiderable numbers of ſlaves annually to the 
Dutch, contrary to the laws and regulations of the ſervice. | 

IV. That ſeveral of the governors continue to employ floating factories, 
to the great detriment of the ſhipping and free traders. 

V. That the governors of the forts carry on an extenſive trade with 
each other, contrary to act of parliament, and greatly to the prejudice of 
the Britiſh fair trader ; as the governor of Cape Coaſt (over and above the 
advantages he reaps from the publick ſupplies) is ſo abundantly ſtocked 
with cargoes from England, that he can give the chiefs far better aſſort- 
ments than any ſhip whatſoever, and can afford, a much better price, being 
complimented with the freight of his goods out, and not-being ſaddled 
with any expences incidental to the private and fair trader. 


VI. That it is a common practice with Mr. Bell to employ the pcor | 
ſtarved ſoldiers, ſerjeant, gunner, and committee's ſlaves, in his own | 
buſineſs; that he frequently keeps the poor whites going in canoes on if 
board ſhips in the road to watch his goods coming on ſhore ; which ſevere 


ſervice accounts far the great mortality among them, and by which 


a poor ſoldier narrowly eſcaped drowning a few days ago, being overſet id 


with a canoe-load of rum coming on ſhore. The coopers he employs 


making ankers, &c. for him, and the other flaves when and wherever I 


they can be any ways ſerviceable to him. 
As we have no juſtices of the peace in this country, it could not be 
expected that my -accuſations againſt the committee and their ſervants 


could be properly authenticated; I am, however, determined to aſſemble | 
as many captains of ſhips as I can, and to ſwear before them to the truth if 
of the whole; and alſo that on the arrival of a man of war, I will confirm i 


the ſame by making a freſh affidavit before the captain; this, as I am 
fituated, is all in my power, or in the power of any other man to do. 

By this opportunity, I expect to ſend you ſuch proofs of Mr, Mill's 
having ſhipped off between ſixty and ſeventy ſlaves on freight by the 
Africa, late Captain Stephens, the laſt time he left the Coaſt, as will clear 


up all your doubts. I am, however, extremely concerned, that the 


committee's behaviour has obliged me to take this very diſagrecable ſtep, 
5 as 


| 
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| as I never intended to hurt any individual in the ſervice, particularly 
Mr. Mill; my quarrel being intirely to the ſyſtem; and although 
Mr. Mill's extenſive trade cannot fail to prejudice the fair trader, yet, he 
is certainly the fitteſt man by much in the committee's ſervice to be at the 
head of affairs ; therefore the diſcarding him will not mend the matter, 
if he is ſucceeded either by Mr. Bell, Mr. Drew, or Mr. Trinder, the 
preſent council; you may depend upon it, they will tread in his ſteps as 
far as their ſhallow capacities will permit them. 

Mr. Bell, who is next in ſucceſſion, is a man of the moſt rapacious, 
avaricious, mean diſpoſition of any in the ſervice ; his puſillanimity is ſuch, 
that he will give up every point to the natives, be they ever ſo diſgraceful 
or injurious to the honour of the nation; therefore, ſhould Mr. Mill be 
ſuperſeded by him, we ſhall be in a much worſe ſituation than we are at 
preſent ; and as for Meſſrs. Drew and Trinder, they are totally unfit to 
be at the head of affairs : therefore, it is my humble opinion, that we 
ſtand in need of a total change both of men and meaſures. 

Incloſed you will receive a certificate “, ſigned by Mr. Robert Johnſton, 
a private trader; he is a very intelligent man, and has ſerved the com- 
mittee many years, both on this coaſt and Senegal; he is now going off 
the Coaſt, and propoſes taking his affidavit to the truth of what he has 
advanced, on his arrival at Barbadoes, and will ſend the ſame to 
Samuel Smith, Eſq; Old Jewry, London. 

You will pleaſe alſo to receive another certificate * from Mr. Iſaac 
Garrick, who formerly ſerved Mr. Mill ; and which, with Mr. Johnſton's 
certificate, I hope, will be ſufficient to convince you, that I have advanced 
nothing but facts againſt the committee's ſervants. 

The committee, I find, are labouring very hard to find out ſomething 
reprehenſible in my conduct whilſt I was in their ſervice ; I cannot, 
however, help thinking, it would redound much more to their credit to 
endeavour to exculpate themſelves and their ſervants from the heavy 
charges brought againſt them, than to attempt to amuſe you by ſuch 
a poor mean ſubterfuge; they repreſent me, I am told, as a diſappointed 
peeviſn man, and are endeavouring to prepoſſeſs all they can againſt my 


See this at the end of the letters. 


remonſtrances. 
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remonſtrances. I am not, however, without hopes, that my conduct will 
be approved by all unbiaſſed, unprejudiced men; if I am peeviſh and 
diſappointed, their ignorance and folly, and the ſcandalous behaviour of | 
their ſervants, has helped greatly to make me ſo ; I hope, however, it will j 
be granted, that a diſappointed peeviſh man may be honeſt and deſpiſe 4 
a falſehood, as much as any member whatſoever of their board. 1 
It happens very lucky for the committee, that they and I are at ſo great 
a diſtance from each other, for if I could attend the curſitor baron of the | 
exchequer, when the committee carry their accounts to him to be audited, {| 
I dare fay, I could unravel many iniquitous ſcenes, which you are and 4 


muſt ſtill remain ignorant of. 1 
I have not at preſent to add, but that I am with the greateſt eſteem 4 


A 
þ 
Mi 


and reſpect, GENTLEMEN, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
RICHARD BREW. 
Dear S1R, | Caſtle Brew, October 15, 1771. 


NCLOSED is a duplicate of my letter of the 25th of laſt Auguſt, | 
ſince which I am favoured with yours of the 2oth of June laſt, by the 
Barbara, Captain Culſhaw. | 
You will ſee by my letters to your committee, dated the 2 5th of Auguſt i} 
and 15th of October, that I have not been idle, and that I have ſent {| 
them two certificates, which muſt convince all unbiafſed men that my 
_ repreſentations are founded on ſtubborn facts; but the ſcandalous par- f 
tiality of the committee towards their ſervants is ſuch, that they would i 
not liſten to the angel Gabriel if he ſaid any thing prejudicial of them. | 
I hope, however, you will not reſt till you obtain ſuch regulations and | 
reſtritions as will put the trade upon a proper footing. ; 
The articles in demand are the ſame as when I wrote to you laſt ; gold 1 
is ſtill the greateſt of all articles in this golden country; the prohibition on 
powder, pewter, &c. as by my laſt, ſtill continues. Slaves are exceeding || 
ſcarce, price ten ounces men, and eight ounces women, to the blacks, and AH 
an ounce advance to the whites. Goods wanted by veſſels in this road at 


preſent: the Ingram wants one hundred and twenty ſlaves, the Corſican |þ 
Hera 4 
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Hero fiſty or FA the Nancy, Cazneau, hn or fifty, the Greenwich 
one hundred and thirty, the Aftica taken up. The N-—, Ritchie; 
the Barbara, Culſhaw; the Venus, Goodwin; the Friendſhip, Cum- 
mings; the Hannah, Haghes; the Charlotte, Blundell; all new 
comers; and the John, Bold; the Union, Pole; the Auſtin, Wilcox, 
and Captain Price, ſoon expected, beſides rum veſſels: I therefore leave 
you'to-judge of the ſhocking ſtate of the trade here, and what reaſon you 
have to expect any alteration for the better; had the eight hundred ſlaves, 

that were ſentl off in the Peggy, Captain Mill, and the Richmond char- 

| tered ſhip, circulated. amongſt the ſhipping, the Ingram, Corſican Hero, 
Nancy, Greenwich and Africa, would have been off the Coaſt, and would 
have leſt-a fine opening for theſe new comers ; beſides, the price would 

1 have continued at nine and ſeven ounces. 

| Captain Culſhaw has had great ſucceſs. in the time he has been down; 
he tells me, he has purchaſed fifty-ſeven ſlaves ; he is a very induſtrious 
man, and I dare fay, will make a voyage, it any man makes one this 

ear. 
[ The gold trade as well as the ſlave trade is ruined; Mr. Mill has 
three long boats to windward and Cape Appolonia fort, purchaſing gold 
for him. Seventeen and ſixpenny romauls are now ſold for 22 ackies 
gold, and moſt other things in proportion. Indeed the diſadvantages 
trade labours under juſt now are incredible, and I am much miſtaken if 
any ſhip this year will get intereſt for her money, except the prices are 
very high in the' Weſt-Indies, and little or no mortality amongſt the 
flaves; be affured, I will acquaint you with every material alteration in 
the trade, ſhould any happen. 

| The letter by Captain Bold (which I fear you have not received) 

contained a certificate “ ſigned by thirteen captains of ſhips, relative to 

the riſque merchants in England run, by the committee's not allowing 

private traders to lodge their effects in the forts in common with theic 
ſervants; you will, therefore, pleaſe to apply to Mr. Smith, for a copy 
both of the letter and certificate, as Mr: Camplin, ſecretary to the 
committee, has prevailed on Captain Howe, of Briſtol, to ſign a recantation 
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and that I am with the Aber eſteem, 
Dear SIR, | 
> Your moſt obedient ſervant. 1 


. 


. 
%S 
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Dear SIR, Caſtle Brew, October 16, 1771. 
Y this opportunity I have wrote a letter to the committee of enquiry ? 
B. in Liverpool, reſpecting the London committee and their ſervants, 
and have ſent a copy of another letter I wrote them the 2 5th of Auguſt | 
laſt, both of which I have wrote Mr. Miles Barber to ſend you copies of; 1 
as you write me, you have made ſome repreſentations to a embfr of 
government relative to the preſent eſtabliſhment. # 
By theſe letters you will perceive I haye ſent home Iſaac Garrick's | 
certificate, relative to Mr. Mill, which I hope will clear up all doubts of 
his having ſhipped off ſlaves; your teſtimony upon this occaſion, as | 
Garrick has mentioned you in the certificate, will ſtrengthen the thing | 
greatly. | 
I have ſent the committee of enquiry another certificate, ſigned by Mr. | 
Robert Johnſton, and which he propoſes ſwearing to in Barhadoes, as he 4 
goes off in the ſhip that carries this, and aſſures me he will ſend you the 
affidavit properly atteſted, which I bope and earneſtly intreat you will | 
immediately tranſmit to Arthur Heywood, Eſq; gr the committee of 
enquiry in Liverpool. 1 
The committee's repreſenting me as a e peeviſh man gives 
me little concern; I am however determined to perſevere in detecting and 
expoſing their ſcandalous practices when and wherever I can, being fully i 
convinced, that if every nerve is not ſtrained this ſeſſions of parliament, to | 
regulate the Gold Coaſt trade, and reſtrain them and their ſeryants within 
due bounds, Meſſrs. Roſs and Mill, and their numerous adherents, will 
ſoon have the forts entirely in their own hands. 
I have read Mr. 'Tweed's pamphlet; his account of the blacks I think 
a very juſt one, and what he ſays of the Windward Coaſt is very likely 
true, but I am a perfe ſtranger to that trade, 


,* 1 Do 
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Do not forget to write to Mr. Heywood or Mr. Barber for copies of 
my letters of the 25th of Auguſt, and 15th of October; alſo for a copy of 
the regulations I have given them ; and when you get them, you ſhould 
circulate them amongſt the friends of a free and uninterrupted trade to 
Africa, I am 

Dear SIR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


RICHARD BREW. 


| Mr. RoperRT JohNsTOx's Certificate of Mr. CnanLes BELL, Governor 


of Annamaboe, refufing him Protection and Aſſiſtance. 


* are to certify all whom it may concern, that on the zoth 


Day of October 1770, my houſe at Winnebah, in which was 


depoſited effects to the amount of two thouſand pounds ſterling and up- 
| wards, was ſet on fire as is ſuppoſed by my own ſervant, he being detected 


in plundering the houſe: (during the conflagration;) upon which I was 


F adviſed by Mr. Trinder, the chief of the fort, alſo by the caboceers and 
| town's people to ſecure him in irons in the fort, which I accordingly did; 
and at his own requeſt adminiſtered fetiſh to him, according to the laws 


and cuſtom of the country, notwithſtanding I had ſufficient proofs before, 
and by which fetiſh he was condemned, and became my property 
according to the ſaid laws and cuſtoms, 

And I do farther certify and declare, that in the month of December 
following, I came up to Annamaboe, and went on ſhore to tranſact ſome 
buſineſs with Mr. Brew ; that I no ſooner got into his houſe, but it was 


q1 ſurrounded by the town's ſoldiers with drums, muſquets and other 


weapons ; all of whom threatned, if I did not tend down to Winnebah 
for the aforementioned ſervant, who is an Annamaboe man, and deliver 
him up to them, they would not ſuffer me to go off the beech, and would 
carry me into the buſh ; upon which I waited on Mr. Charles Bell, the 
preſent chief of Annamaboe fort, and painted my ſituation to him in the 


moſt pathetic manner I could, and claimed the protection and aſſiſtance 


of the fort; to all which he anſwered that it was not in his power to 
6 | render 


render me the ſmalleſt affiſtance; that he wouldnot involve the committee 
in any diſpute with the natives upon any account whatſoever ; alſo that 
he would not fire a gun in my defence; upon which I was obliged 
to return to Mr. Brew, who became my ſecurity to the town's peo- 
ple for the delivery of the man; thus was I obliged to give up a man who þ 
/ had not only plundered me, but in all probability ſet fire to my houſe, by$ 
which my loſs amounted to upwards of fix hundred pounds ſterling. 

And I farther declare, whilſt my effects were carrying to the fort during 
the conflagration, that the ſoldiers, ſlaves and other ſervants of the com- 
mittee, were as induſtrious in plundering me as the town's RY 
all which I am ready to atteſt on oath when called upon. 4 


Winnebah, October 1, 1771. ROBERT JOHNSTON. | 1 


i 


4 
1 
| 
AM 
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Another Certificate of Mr. JOHNSTON's. 
i 


THESE are to certify the Britiſh merchants trading to Africa, or 
whom elſe it may concern, that I have peruſed the accuſations ſet forth 
by Mr. Brew againſt the ſervants of the committee, in his letter to the 
committee of enquiry, in Liverpool, of this date; and that I am ready | 
and willing to atteſt upon oath to the truth of the five firſt articles, viz. | 


I. That ſeveral governors of Cape Coaſt, fince the year 1763 to this 9 


preſent time, have ſhipped off great numbers of ſlaves on their own, 
accounts contrary to act of parliament. | | 
II. That the ſervants of the committee, who are paid by the publick, | 
have been frequently employed as traders for the governors. 

III. That the goyernors of forts make a practice of ſelling great] 
numbers of ſlaves to the Dutch. 


IV. That ſeveral governors continue to employ oating faQories, to 1 


the great prejudice of the trade. !} 
V. That the governor and chiefs of forts carry on a very conſiderable 
trade with each other, to the great detriment of the ſhipping. il 
And I do farther certify and declare, that I will take my affidavit in if 
form, to the truth of theſe accuſations on my arrival in Barbadoes, and 
will tranlmit the ſame Properly atteſted to the committee of enquiry in i 


Q 2 Liverpool, 
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| Liverpool, Miles Barber, Eſq; or Samuel Smith, Eſq; London. Given 
under my hand, this zoth of September, 1771. | 

In preſence of ROBERT JOHNSTON. 
john Harwoon, | 
HorATio SMITH. 


A Certificate of ISAAC GARRICK. 

Annamabove, October 1t, 1771. 
| THESE are to certify all whom it may concern, that I (Iſaac 
| Garrick) was employed upwards of three years on the Coaſt, by David 
Mill, Eſq; governor of Cape Coaſt Caſtle, in the following ſtations ; 
firſt, as a factor at Shadve, an Engliſh town three miles to the eaſtward 
of Barracoe, and afterwards as maſter of a ſhallop in the Gaboon trade; 
that during the time of my keeping the factory at the abovementioned 
_ there was a private trader, called John Hyde, came to ſettle at 

hadoe alſo, of which I acquainted Mr. Mill, who immediately wrote 
wh for anſwer, that I muſt endeavour to get him turned out of the town 
if poſſible, or trade in ſuch a manner that it would be impoſſible for him 
to continue there without a very great loſs; upon which J followed his 
inſtructions and ſoon got him turned out of the town. 

And J alſo declare that on or about the month of September in the 
year 1769, the abovementioned David Mill, Eſq; ſent me off the Coaſt, 
a paſſenger in the ſhip Africa, commanded by the late Capt. John 
Stephens, in order to purchaſe a veſſel for him in America, and he told 
me, he had ſhipped upwards of ſixty ſlaves, which were marked M 8, 
upon his account and riſque, to anſwer this purpoſe; that J accordingly 
did proceed in the ſaid ſhip for the Weſt Indies, having firſt ſettled my 
accounts with the ſaid Mr. Mill, and received a note from him for fifteen 
pounds ſterling, the balance due to me on leaving the Coaſt; that upon 
our arrival in the Weſt Indies, I found it was impoſſible for me to go 
on with the plan of purchaſing a veſſel, owing to the great mortality 
amongſt his Nlaves; that I then proceeded to America, and from thence to 
London; when I applied to Meff. Rofs and Mill for tlie aforefaid 
balance due to me from Mr, Mill, produced to them my inſtructions, and 
3 note 
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I ſet forth the whole of my connections aud tranſactions With Mr. Mill, 


which I ſhewed to his brother Capt. Hercules Mill, who told me, if * 
would make out my accounts, and ſuppreſs the petition, I Hhould be || 
immediately paid; which I accordingly did, and the next day waited | 
upon Capt. Mill, at the Edinburgh coffee houſe, when he told me he 
was ready to pay ine if I would deliver up my inſtructions and papetz 
to him, which through neceſſity I was obliged to do, and then received 
from Capt. Mill, a bill on Meſſ. Roſs and — for =_ balance, which 1 


bill they accepted and paid me. 


And I do further certify, and declare, 4 dent Grow opithe re 
mentioned petition to the committee, I ſhewed it to Samuel Smith, Eſq; |} 
of the Old Jewry, London, who perufed it more than once; for the | 
trath of which I appeal to that gentleman, and alſo declare that I am | 
ready and willing to make oath on the Holy Evangeliſts to the truth of | 
what is ſet forth in every part of this certificate. Given unde my hand } 


this 1ſt * of October, 1771. 
ISAAC GARRICK. 


A Certificate of the Neceſſity of the wh of whe Forts 5 Privite 
Traders. 


WHEREAS the houſe of Mr. Robert Johnſton, a private trader 
at Winnebah, has lately been burnt, and a great quantity of effects be- 
longing to merchants of London and Liverpool in poſſeſſion of the ſaid 
Mr. Johnſon, were in the utmoſt danger of being deſtroyed by the ſaid 
accident; we give it as our opinion, that private traders ſettled under the 
protection of the forts, ſhould have liberty in common with the com- 
mittee's ſervants of lodging all their effects whatſoever in the forts, and 
that a proper apartment or apartments ſhould be allotted them for that 
purpoſe, to ſecure the property of all ſuch merchants, whoſe. captains 
are frequently under the neceflity of truſting their goods with thoſe 
gentlemen ; and we are allo of opinion, that for want of ſuch ſecurity, 


private 


f E | 


note from Mr. Mill, which they refuſing to pay, I drew up a'petition to i | 
the committee of the company of metchants trading to Africa, in which | 
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| private traders are greatly diſcouraged from ſettling under the eee er 
| is Ry detrimental to the trade in general. 
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Annamaboe Road, November 2, 1990, - m 
Maſter of the ſhip Marlborough, of Briſtol,, Jouu MaxsRALt. 
Ditto of the ſhip John, of Liverpool, — Ax TRHUR Bor. 
Ditto of the ſhip Maiſguin, of Briſtol, - - - - RonterT Hows. 


Ditto of the ſhip Roebuck, of ditto, - Tuo. GuLLan. : 


Ditto of the thip. Friendſhip, of Barbadoes,, »- RoBrrT ERSK INE. 


Ditto of the ſhip Swallow, of Liverpool, = Geo. FLEETwooD. 


Ditto of the ſnow Diſpatch, of ditto. Jon RiTcuis. 


Ditto of the ſhip Kitty, of ditto -= „ James BROWN. 


Ditto of the ſhip Sally, of Boſton, [+ = - Dax. MCarTay. 


Ditto of the ihip Sultan, of Rhode Ifland,'' = : 81LAs Cook. 
Ditto of the brig Othello, of ditto, .. — Jon Duncan. 
Ditto of the brig Peggy, of ditto, -—- - - - CHaARLEs Mook RE. 
Ditto of the ſloop Adventure, of ditto, - - <- TroMas Roctss, 
N. B. Fourteen fail in the road of Annamaboe this day. 


A very juſt and ſenſible Letter of Mr. Arbuthnot's on the miſerable State f 
the Forts, addreſſed to Lord Hillſborough, which undoubtedly would have 
met with the Attention of the Board of T. rade, had that Nobleman continued 
at the Head of that Department. 


Myr Los, 


STING been perfectly well acquainted with the late Captain Tonyn' 8 


intention of laying before your lordſhip, not only the ſtate of the 
forts and ſettlements on the Gold Coaſt of Africa, (where I had the 


happineſs of his friendſhip and particular confidence) but alſo ſome obſer- 


vations on the trade, the footing the governors are on there, and the mode 
of paying the people in the committee's ſervice ; I have, with the greateſt 
difidence, ventured to addreſs your lordſhip on that ſubject. 

I have the honour to be a lieutenant in his majeſty's land ſervice; being 
upon half-pay, preferred an active to an inactive ſtate of life; and obtained 
leave to accept of a commiſſion offered me by the committee of the 
company of merchants trading to Africa ; where having reſided ſome 

time, 
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time, I had the opportunity of 'making the — 2 which 
.." I beg leave to ſubmit to your lordſhip's conſideration. 
| The Dutch forts, my lord, are ſo contiguous to the Britiſh on 
the Gold Coaſt of Africa, that it appears eſſentially neceſſary the latter 
ſhould be kept in a ſtate of defence ; but they are, at preſent, deficient in 
every particular, conducive. to that end: which is not owing, as has been 
alledged, to the inſufficiency of parliamentary allowance for the ſupport 
of them, but to the avarice of thoſe intruſted hy the committee with the 
direction of affairs on that Coaſt; who, preferring private intereſt to 
public welfare, not only make a job of the repairs of the forts, but alſo 
are great gainers by the deficiency of public ſtores in general, 

It has been aſſerted, though I am apt to think without foundation, that 
unleſs the governors, or chiefs of Britiſh forts on that coaſt are allowed-to 
trade, the Dutch would engroſs the whole, and entirely ruin our com- 
mercial. intereſt there. On the contrary, I have reaſon to believe the 
trade would be carried on to a greater extent, and the forts would be of 
more public benefit, were the governors ſtrictly prohibited from trading. | 

If this meaſure was adopted, it is beyond a doubt, that many conſiderable : ' 
merchants would eſtabliſh factories on that coaſt, and ſupply them with 
larger and better aſſortments of goods than the forts, on the preſent plan, 
can be expected to be furniſhed with; therefore, the trade would not only || 
be preſerved, but greatly extended; the advantageous conſequences of . || 
which, to this nation and the colonies, are ſufficiently conſpicuous. , | 

The governors then, it is to be hoped, would ſuſtain, as is their duty, 
the dignity and commercial intereſt of the nation in general; be a curb » || 
to the Dutch; keep the natives in due ſubmiſſion; and inſtead. of oppo- | 
ſing, and obſtructing, would protect, and affiſt the Britiſh. traders - 
which ſalutary purpoſes are now ſacrificed to ſelf intereſt. . 

By the preſent regulations, the committee's governors are reſtricted. 
from exporting ſlaves on their own account, but are permitted to deal to 
what extent they pleaſe on the Coaſt. Their advantage by this is 20 per 
cent. which they charge the ſhipping over and above what is given to 

the black traders. This conſiderable difference in. trade induces the | | 


governors and maſters of ſhips to intrigue with the natives, ia oppoſition = 
to 
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to each other, and to endeavaur * bribes and other artifices ta allure 
3 to their ſeparate intereſts. 
Theſe diffenſions, my lord, are manifeſtly detrimental to the ade; und 
even endanger the fafety of the Britiſh ſubject. For the natives taking 
advantage of them, not only enhance the price of ſlaves, but are become 
ſo arrogant and daring, that there are very recent inſtances of their ſeizing 
and beating the governors themſelves. When they, who aſſume the 
particular diſtinction of having the Britiſh flag carried before them when- 
ever they travel, tamely ſuffer for their private trading intereſt ſuch 
diſgraceful inſults—your Jordſhip may caſily judge how the dignity of 
the Britiſh flag is ſupported; and what protection the Britiſh traders 
(being their rivals) are to expect from trading governors in that diſtant 
part of the world. 

To explain the method of paying the committee's ſervants, it is 
neceflary to obſerve, that the goyernors, or chiefs of forts, in that ſervice, 
have the advantage of, what is there called, furniſhing for their forts ; 
that ie, advancing goods of their own for the pay of the garriſon, repairs, 
and many other charges allowed by the committee for the ſupport of the 
forts. Theſe expences they defray with rum, tobacco, and coarſe cloth : 
articles in no demand, and only fit to purchaſe proviſions; but are repaid 
in the very beſt trading goods, as India filks, and other valuable articles 
Which come out among the ſupplies; ſo that this emolument amounts to 
double their ſalary, which will evidently appear from the following 
inſtance, viz. a governor iſſues on pay, to his garriſon, one gallon of rum 
at 6s. it coſts him but 15. 8d. and is now ſo bad an article on the Coaſt, 
that even for proviſions it ſcarcely goes for 25. 64. 6s. is transferred 
to the governor's credit, for which he draws goods that are really worth 
what they are charged on pay; ſo for 15. 8d. he gets 6s. and the perſon 
paid with the rum has but 25. 69. for 6s. of his pay. By this method of 
furniſhing, the committee is always in arrears to the governors ; who, 
therefore, upon the arrival of the annual ſhip, claim the privilege of 
ſelecting for themſelves the very beſt goods for trade. Thus they take 
their ſalaries, as well as arrears; and by that time the governor of Ca 
Coaſt (whoſe ſhare is by far the yay and the other governors Have 

choſen 
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choſen out their quotas,” the whole annual ſupplies are nearly exhauſted : 
A very good reaſon for paying WE reſt of the committee's eue with 


what goods they pleaſe. 
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The council on that coaſt has, in 19 the diſpoſal of the whole | 
parliamentary allowance (except what is reſerved for the committee's | 


expences at home;) they make out the annual indent, which is always 


implicitly complied with by the committee ; whereby they never fail to. 


have out a prime aſſortment of goods fit for trade; and, to accompliſk this 


private purpoſe, they are not only ſparing of ſtores for public utility, but 
alſo curtail thoſe articles of the ſupplies which are not adyantageous : for | 


this 'laſt reaſon, they do not order above half the quantity of Engliſh 


brandy that might be uſed among the forts. In lieu of the other half 


they have prime goods, and a very great advantage by ſupplying the 
deficiency of that ſpirit with American rum; which, as beforementioned, 
they now buy for 15. 8d. and always iſſue on pay at 6s. per gallon. | 

It is averred, that not lefs than ten thouſand gallons are thus annually 
ſupplied ; if ſo, this advance of 4. 4d. per gallon amounts to a conſiderable 
Jum. | | | | 

The chief motive that induced me to give your lordſhip the trouble 
of this addreſs, was to repreſent the unhappy ſituation of the poor foldicrs 


in this part of Africa: but as a minute detail of their wretched cireum- 


ſtances would take up too-much of that time which your lordſhip can fo 
ill ſpare from weightier affairs, permit me only to obſerve, that if the forts 
were well fortified, (which is quite the reverſe) they could not, though 
but feebly attacked, be defended by the preſent garriſons ; for the 
miſerable ſoldiers on that coaſt are originally the refuſe of every ſervice 
inliſted for in London; many of them afflicted with incurable diſorders, 


and almoſt all of them unfit for duty when ſent to Africa: where, not to 


mention the climate, they find themſelves, in a great meaſure, deſtitute of 
every neceffary of life; are ill paid, ill clothed, and' totally undiſciplined. 
The very fight of them excites pity, and is a national diſgrace. 

To be explicit on this ſubje& would far exceed the bounds of a letter; 
but if honoured with permiſſion to wait on your lordſhip, I hope to be 
able to ſet in the cleareſt light any thing herein hinted at, either relative 
to the trade, or the ſyſtem of government on the Gold Coaſt, 


R Should 
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Should this be thought rather out of the road of my duty, I hope thy 


misfortune of Captain Tonyn's death having prevented its coming to your 


lordſhip's knowledge through a proper channel, will be ſome apology for 

my preſuming to lay it before you. I have the honour to be, with the 

utmoſt reſpeR, | 
My Loo, 

| | February 28, 1772. Your Lordſhip's, &c. 


That theſe grievances ſtill continue will appear from the following 


i extract of a letter from the Gold Coaſt of Africa, to a merchant at 
| Liverpool, dated 3oth of March, 177, by the Weazel ſloop of war. 


THE times ſince the Ingram failed are infinitely worſe than when ſhe 


lay here; for theſe three months, I will take upon me to ſay, there has 
not been three hundred flaves fold amongſt all the ſhipping in this road of 
| Annamaboe, and we have ſeldom had leſs than from twelve to eighteen 
fail of top-ſail veſſels in it. They have at laſt got the price of the ſlaves 
up to eleven ounces for men, and nine ounces for women; therefore, 
j | I would not have you, by any means, be concerned to Annamaboe for 
ſome time.—There is no buying ſlaves now without you give two ounces 

of gold on each; to procure which, you muſt ſell your goods 20 per cent. 


under prime coſt, and you may think yourſelf happy to get it even at that 
rate. The black traders are now got to ſuch a paſs, they will not take 


the primeſt ſmoak taffaty, as they call. it, but will oblige you to give 


ſeven ackies of gold in its ſtead, and they will bave gold alſo for any 
article that is not ready ſale in the market; in ſhort, the nature of the 
trade is ſo much altered, that a man who was here but two years ago 
would be at his wit's end to make a purchaſe. 

Another great diſadvantage every veſſel muſt labour under, that comes 


here is, that Mr. Mill, - governor of Cape Coaſt Caſtle, and Mr. Bell, 


governor of Annamavoe, are both determined to go home with the next 
annual ſtore ſhip *, and till then you may be aſſured, they will not only 
ſell 


Probably theſe gentlemen were alarmed at the attempt laſt year to call the committee-men to 
account; but, when they hear the bill did not paſs the Houſe, may lay aſide their fears, and wait 
till juſtice overtakes them by an act of parliament this winter to ſuperſede and bring 1 to 
a proper examination. 
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ſell the ſhipping no ſlaves, but all the forts will be ter employed. in 
purchaſing ſlaves for them, and, I dare ſay, will carry off between them 
at leaſt one thouſand ſlaves: I therefore leave you to judge hat preſpoct 


a-ſhip can have, till thoſe two gentlemen are N for ein; ma g 


and will have in ſpite of fate. | 1 


L I. 


HE importance of the trade from Great Britain to Africa, may be 
thus briefly and fully evinced: It furniſhes annually to her colonies | 

from forty thouſand to fifty thouſand labourers ; who, with thoſe already 
there, by cultivation are enabled to ſend to the parent country every year, 


as appears by an average taken of the laſt eight or ten years, 
Ton. , Duty. 


150,000 hds. ſugar - = = 75,000 - L. 450, ooo 
20,000 puncheons rum = 10,000 = = 100,000 


44,859,963 Ib. tobacco 20, 00 - = 1,121,499 
150,000 caſks of rice - =. 37,500 — 
40, 2 30 cwt. coffee = 2,115 7, ooo 
889,739 Ib. indigo — + =» 397 ; 
1,941,094 Ib. cotton - = - 866 ; 
400 ton gum ſenega goo 4,000 


Add to this the ſhipping employed in propoſed 
_—_— gold, wax, ory, derte. my _y 


— — — 


＋ ons of thipping employed 0 196,278 producing 1,687, Torge 


And employing at leaſt thirteen thouſand ſeamen. 


Many of theſe articles, which pay no duty in their firſt ſtate, do on 


labour of the Africans t 


to ſupply four millions of EO and ſend a vaſt ſurplus to Europe, 


to which America is no 


her wants. { 6 


exportation and NG: and beſides theſe returns, through the 


\ | The 


y raiſe annually in the colonies food ſufficient | 


become the only granary that can ſupply | 


— * * PR 
he N 
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| | The benefits ariſing to Great Britain from the employ — 
| hundred thouſand ton of ſhipping andthirteen thouſand ſeamen, and the 
| | advantages accruing to the revenue of above dne million and an half of 
| | money annually, - will ſhew the African Trade to be un object — 
the ſtricteſt attention, both of the legiſlature and 1 
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